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Security pact eludes Arab states 

r An Ara ? Le:j S ue committee has 
^ed to jgne on a security and cooperation pact 
ISjutoJ at preventing crises such as the 1990 Iraqi 
0f Kmva, V officials said Wednesday 
Objections were raised by Arab states to various 
Jjjm s of the project, including the name of the pact 

P^ k A^p a T^° nCll,ailon formu,a *'' ao Arab delegate 
a w i The P erraancnt representatives of the 
Arab League members rook part in the committee 
meeting on Tuesday and Wednesday on the proposed 
pact at the organisation's headquarters in Cairo. Svria, 
Iraq, Sudan. Qatar and Tunisia raised the most reser- 
vations. the delegate said, asking not to be identified. 
The pact was approved in principle at the last Arab 
summit in Cairo in June, but the committee was aim- 
ing to finalise die initiative in time for a foreign min- 
isters’ meetim* here on March 30 



Israel to release Jordanians — Ensour 

AMMAN (Petra i — Minisrer of Higher Education 
Abdullah Ensour on Wednesday told Parliament that all 
Jordanian prisoners in Israeli jails will be released in the 
next wo days. Dr Ensour said that the remaining Jordan- 
ian prisoners in Kuwait are also expected to be released 
soon. Dr. Ensour' s was replying to Deputy Bassam 
Emoush, who voiced appreciation of the government’s 
efforts that succeeded in securing the release of Jordanian 
prisoners from Kuwaiti jails and urged the government 
to pursue efforts for the release of the remaining detainees 
in Kuwait as well as Jordanian detainees in Israel. In 
Wednesday's session, the House, endorsed a new draft 
companies law. Some articles of the draft were approved 
earlier, and in Wednesday’s session, the House endorsed 
the rest.. The also referred a number of daft laws to the 
concerned committees. 
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Israel approves Jabal Abu Ghneim settlement 


King, in strongly worded message , 

* Peace process in danger — Palestinians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies! — The Israeli 
government approved con- 
struction of a new Jewish 
settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem on Wednesday 
despite Palestinian and 
international fears the move 
could spark violence and 
sink the peace process. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
announced after a minister- 
ial meeting that the govern- 
ment had given the green 
light to building the first 
2,500 homes for Jews on 
Jabal Abu Ghnein in Arab 
East Jerusalem 

In Gaza City. Palestinian 
officials immediately 
slammed the decision as a 
threat to the fragile Middle 
Ease peace process and 
warned of a potential vio- 
lent backlash among Pales- 
tinians. 

“The Israeli government 
\ today put the peace process 
in danger," said Nabil Abu 
Rdaina. a top aide to Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat. 

“President Arafat is very 
worried about security and 
stability as a result of this 
(decision). We will not 
stand with our hands tied 
towards this violation," 
said his spokesman Mar- 
wan Kanafani. 

Mr. Netanyahu had 
wavered for ' weeks on 
whether to approve the plan 
to bjjiild. 6,500 apartments 
for Jey« in the city’s east- 
ern sector claimed by the 
Palestinians as a future cap- 
ital. 

A . new conflict over 
Jerusalem could spark 
uncontrollable violence, 
said Ahmed Abdul Rah- 
man, the secretary general 
of the Palestinian cabinet. 
“Jerusalem is a ball of fire 
and if this ball of fire 
explodes it will bum all 
other things." he said. 

Israeli peace activists said 
they would appeal to the 
supreme court to try' and 
block construction. 


Wednesday's unanimous 
decision came after a three- 
hour meeting between Mr. 
Netanyahu and 12 of his 18 
cabinet ministers. 

In announcing the deci- 
sion, cabinet secretary 
Danny Naveh said no start- 
ing date had been set for 
construction, but that he 
expected preparations to be 
completed in several days. 

Mr. Naveh appealed to 
the Palestinians to show 
self-restraint and warned 
that Israeli security services 
were prepared for any 
protests. Israel’s police and 
army deployed reinforce- 
ments in Jerusalem and 
parts of the West Bank to 
prevent protests. 

An Israeli government 
decision concerning 

Jerusalem in September — 
the opening of a new 
entrance to an archaeologi- 
cal tunnel next to Muslim 
holy sites — set off three 
days of battles between 
Israeli soldiers and Pales- 
tinian police in which more 
than SO people were killed. 

At the time, peace talks 
were going nowhere, and 
the violence helped prod 
the Netanyahu government 
into speedier negotiations 
that were capped by last 
month’s Hebron agreement. 

This time, the Palestini- 
ans would have more to 
lose if they took to the 
streets and confronted the 
Israelis. 

By March 7, Israel is to 
complete the first of three 
troop pullbacks in the West 
Bank as part of the Hebron 
deal. 

Israel army radio said Mr. 
Netanyahu has warned Mr. 
Arafat the withdrawal 
could be delayed if there 
was violence over the Jabal 
Abu Ghneim project, 
which Israelis call Har 
Homa. 

Mr. Arafat is also to meet 
with President Bill Clinton 
in Washington next week, 
and U.S. officials told the 
Palestinian leader he must 


not encourage violence 
over the project. 

“We do not want to see 
violence occur.” Edward 
Abington, the U.S. consul 
genera] in Jerusalem, said 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Abington also criti- 
cised Israel, saying it 
should not make unilateral 
decisions that complicate 
peacemaking. 

Palestinians object to the 
project because it will be 
built on land seized in the 
1967 war. They also fear it 
would cut off Arab sections 
of Jerusalem from the West 
Bank. 

In Wednesday’s decision, 
some 2,500 homes will be 
built in the first stage. The 
government also said it 
would build some 3,000 
homes for Palestinians in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Israel 
was the “undispted sover- 
eign" in Jerusalem, but 
would not foiget about the 
city’s 160,000 Palestinian 
residents. 

“The response should be 
guided by facts, not by 
emotion that is divorced 
from fact,” Mr. Netanyahu 
told a news conference for 
Arab journalists convened 
in an attempt at damage 
control. 

“The emotion that I want 
to introduce is the emotion 
of hope, of a common 
future and an appeal to 
common sense.” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

However, Israeli spokes- 
men for Jerusalem 
acknowledged that the gov- 
ernment was not planning 
actually to build housing in 
Arab neighbourhoods — 
but only to develop the area 
for construction by paving 
roads and installing water 
and sewage lines. 

The Israeli group Peace 
Now said the government’s 
announcement concerning 
Palestinian housing was 
“blatant disinformation 

(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinians accuse Israeli soldiers 

choking man to death 

angry crowd that had gather- 


of shooting, 

HEMEH (AFP) — Pales- 
tinians here Wednesday 
accused Israeli agents of 

- heating and choking to death 
:4.man who had come to the 

aide of a neighbour the .sol- 
diers were hitting during 
. 'questioning. 

“He died from the loss of 
bjood and also from being 
choked." said Nasser Halui. 
a retain e of Mohammad 
Halui, who died at a hospital 
.in Jerusalem late Tuesday. 

“They threw him on the 
ground and u soldier put his 
* knee on his neck." Nasser 
Halui told AFP. “VS hen 1 
tried to help him he said 
’don't come near' because he 
.was afraid I would be shot.' 
.'-Palestinian security ser- 
' vices. meanwhile. 

- denounced the killing. "The 
soldiers of (his special unit 
were in civilian clothes and 
eifod the home of a Pales- 
tinian without reason,” a 
statement from the general 
security agenev said in Gaza 

- City. ' ‘ 

Tlie soldiers "provoked 
' troubles and killed Moham- 
mad Abu Halui. an innocent. 

- 55-ycar-old retiree who had 

“no political activities.” ihe 
_ Statement said. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
claimed the soldiers came 
under a hail of stones 

* L fhrown by local residents and 
opened fire because they felt 
their lives were in danger. He 
padded that the soldiers then 

jdffired tear gas to disperse an 



erd after the shooting. 

The incident began when 
the soldiers disguised as 
Arabs tried to question 
Hamzeh Mubarak, 21, at his 
home. When the arguing 
grew violent, neighbours 
tried to intervene. 

Mr. Mubarak, his wife. 
Adir. and his uncle Ali 
Mubarak were injured in the 
ensuing violence and 

Mohammad Halui was 

killed. 

“I don’t know what the sol- 
diers wanted from me,” said 
Hamzeh Mubarak, with a 

broken arm and his head 
wrapped in bandages. “I 
have never been questioned 
by them or been in prison," 

The Palestinian statement 
said the self-rule deals 

sicned between Israel and 
the Palestinians “do not per- 
mit Israel to act in this way." 

Local Administration Min- 
ister Saeb Erakat delivered 
an official protest to Israeli 
government secretary Danny 
Nevch and demanded an 
investigation into “the mur- 
der of an elderly man.” 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordeehai 

announced that an investiga- 
tion into the shooting has 
been opened, according to 
Israel Radio. 

Prior to the victim's funer- 
al here Wednesday, children 
in a rocky field nearby 
arranged stones around 
blood" stains and bullet cas- 


^7 


ings from the previous 
night's violence. 

An Israeli army jeep stood 
nearby on Wednesday as 
dozens of young men in 
checkered keffiyehs gathered 
outside Mohammad Halui’s 
home. Their elders urged 
them to leave the area so as 
to prevent an angry outburst 
during the funeral. 

“I hope. I think something 
will happen, here because 
everybody is angry," said 
Nasser Halui, who had three 
close friends who were 
killed by Israeli soldiers in 
separate incidents. 

'•We are angry about these 
tilings we see everyday. The 
Palestinian people want 
peace but it is not coming," 
Mr. Halui said. 

The village remained a 
closed military zone 
Wednesday, with entry 
barred to Israelis and Pales- 
tinians without authorisation. 

Around 2,000 Palestinians 
gathered south of the West 
Bank town of Tulkarem on 
Wednesday to protest against 
Israeli plans to create large 
quarries in the region, police 
said. 

The quarries are to be set 
up with the backing of Israeli 
investors on land seized from 
Palestinians. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority helped the protest 
by laying on dozens of buses 
to ferry people to the site, 
police added. 


Arabs, 

Europe 

condemn 

decision 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Arab stares led a chorus of 
condemnation as the Israel 
government on Wednes- 
day approved the construc- 
tion of a new Jewish set- 
tlement in Arab East; 
Jerusalem. 

The European Union 
1EU) also expressed con- 
cern about the plan and for- 
mally asked Israel not to 
build a Jewish district m 
Arab East Jerusalem's 
Jabal Abu Ghneim. The 
Israelis call the project Har 
Homa. 

An EU spokesman said a 
delegation of EU diplomats 
had warned Israel that pro- 
ceeding with the plan 
would be “very detrimental 
to the/, whole political 
atmosphere between 
Israelis and Palestinians/' 

In Brussels, Dutch For- 
eign Minister Hans van 
Mierlo said: “The Euro- 
pean Union has constantly 
condemned the policy (of 
settlement) as it is in con- 
flict with U.N. Security 
Council resolutions *hd 
presents a threat to peace” 
Syria, which has gone to 
war with Israel three times 
since the creation of the 
Jewish state in 1948, 
warned that building Har 
Homa would be a “declara- 
tion of war.” 

The plan “surpasses in its 
aggressiveness and nega- 
tive consequences” the 
opening of a new entrance 
to an archaeological tunnel 
in Jerusalem which 
sparked clashes between 
Israelis and Palestinians in 
September, the official 
daily A1 Thawra said. 

State-run Tehran Radio 
called for Israel’s expul- 
sion from the United 
Nations over Har Homa 
saying the Jewish state 
was showing indifference 
to the will of the 
international community. ■ 
Arab states Jobbyied me 
U.N. Security Council .bn 
Tuesday in a bid to halt the 
Har Homa project. 

The Arab League said it 
was ‘'seriously concerned" 
about the move ' 'and j 
charged that the goal was I 
to “encircle the Arab part 
of Jerusalem with settle- 
ments." 

In London, a Foreign 
Office spokesman said 
“our fwsition about settle- 
ment is well-known; it is 
illegal and an obstacle for 
peace." 

British Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind said that 
‘Tor the Israelis to go ahead 
with these settlements 
would be retrograde, very 
unfortunate and counter- 
productive for the overall 
success of the peace 
process.” 

In Stockholm. Swedish 
Foreign Minister Lena 
Hjelm-Wallen said in a 
statement that ‘’plans to 
allow an expansion of 
Jewish settlements on 
occupied territory between 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem 
on the West Bank are omi- 
nous.” 

“The plans are, from the 
Swedish viewpoint, a seri- 
ous obstruction to the posi- 
tive continuation of the 
peace process between 
Israel and the Palestini- 
ans," she said. 


urges reconsideration of decision 

King's letter to Netanyahu says move will not serve any 
one, including Israelis, and cautions ties could suffer 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, in a strongly-worded message to 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, on Wednesday warned 
that the Israeli decision to build a new 
Jewish settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem was a serious blow to the 
Middle East peace process. 

The King’s message, which was 
delivered to Mr. Netanyahu by a spe- 
cial envoy, warned that the Israeli 
decision risked damaging Israeli-Jor- 
danian relations. 

“The King warned that the imple- 
mentation of the Israeli decision was 
bound to create new facts on the 
ground whose negative effects will 
adversely influence the positive feel- 
ings that have been prev ailin g lately," 
Jordan Television said. 

That was an implicit reference to 
Jordanian-Israeli ties which had 
warmed up after Israel and the Pales- 
tinians signed the Hebron agreement 
in January following the King’s direcr 
intervention. 

Relations between the two coun- 
tries, which signed a peace treaty in 
October 1994, had been cool after it 
became clear that Mr. Netanyahu, who 
took office in June 1996, was placing 
hurdles in the way of implementing 
the autonomy agreements his prede- 
cessors had signed with the Palestini- 
ans. 

The Hebron accord of Jan. 15, 1997. 
cleared the hurdles and set the way of 
Israeti-Palestinian negotiations on the 
final status of the occupied territories. 
Subsequently, Jordanian-Israeli ties 
also warmed up. 

In his message to Mr. Netanyahu, 
the King reiterated Jordan’s stand, 
which was made clear to the Israeli 
premier during a visit to Amman on 
Sunday, that the Kingdom considers 
East Jerusalem an occupied Arab land, 
Jordan Television said. 

As such, the Kingdom sees any uni- 
lateral change in the status of the city 
before reaching a final agreement with 
the Palestinian National Authority 
constitutes a serious danger to peace. 



Jordan Television said. 

The King called on Mr. Netanyahu 
to reconsider his decision to go ahead 
with the Jabal Abu Ghneim project 
and emphasised that the 
Israeli plan does not serve the inter- 
ests of the peoples of this region, 
including those of the Israeli people. 

The Israeli decision would under- 
mine the credibility of the whole 
peace process and trigger anger thar 
will unleash violence and endanger 
the building of peace, said the King. 

The King said it was unacceptable to 
see the peace process- faltering" and 
stressed that there was need for devel- 
oping joint action along the path of 
comprehensive peace to which the 
peoples of this region aspire. 

King Hussein had sent a similar 
message to the late Israeli premier 
Yitzhak Rabin when Israel in 1995 
decided to confiscate lands in Arab 
East Jerusalem and Rabin responded 
positively to the King's appeal and 
halted the move. 

At the time the United States vetoed 
a United Nations Security Council 
Resolution against Israeli measures in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, who was reportedly expected 
to visit Tel Aviv on Saturday to attend 


King, Arafat discuss moves 

KING HUSSErN and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat on Wednesday 
reviewed the adverse impact of the 
Israeli governments decision to 
build a settlement on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim. In a telephone call. King 
Hussein and President Arafat said 
they consider the Israeli move as 
endangering the whole peace 
process. The two leaders discussed 
coordinating their stands on this 
issue in order to advance the peace 
process. 


a ceremony in memory of Rabin, has 
cancelled the visit in what was seen as 
another message of strong protest 
against the Israeli plan to build on 
Jabal Abu Ghneim. 

‘The Crown Prince, who has clearly 
demonstrated his commitment to 
peace, will visit Israel only if such a 
visit will serve the cause of peace." an 
official source said Tuesday, confirm- 
ing only that the Crown Prince had a 
long-standing invitation to attend the 
Tel Aviv ceremony but would not be 
going. 

Meanwhile Jordan has launched 
intense diplomacy to come up with a 
united Arab stand to defend the peace 
process and Arab rights in East 
Jerusalem, Information Minister Mar- 
wan Muasher said. 

The King, over the past three days, 
had been in touch with Arab and for- 
eign heads of state pursuing this 
object: e, the minister told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

In his contacts the King reiterated 
Jordan’s principled stand towards 
Jerusalem, stressing that the final sta- 
tus of the Holy City be left for the 
Palestinian-Israeli negotiations, said 
Dr. Muasher. 

“Jordan has a clear and firm stand 
also with regard to Jewish settlements 
which it considers as an obstacle in 
the path of peace,” said Dr Muasher. 

"Jordan rejects the settlement plans 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan denounces Israeli plan as illegal, violation 

of U.N. resolutions and danger to peace process 
House calls for Arab summit to fight Judaisation of Jerusalem 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti on Wednesday 
receives senior Palestinian official Mahmoud Abbas 


on Wednesday strongly 
denounced Israel’s plans to 
build a Jewish settlement in 
Arab Jerusalem as illegal, a 
violation of U.N. resolu- 
tions and a threat to the 
Middle East peace process. 
Parliament called for an 
Arab summit to discuss a 
united Arab front to counter 
the Israeli plans. 

In separate statements. 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and the 
Lower House of Parliament 
reiterated Jordan's total 
rejection of any unilateral 
move that would change 
the demographic or any 
other feature of Arab East 
Jerusalem before Israel and 
the Palestinians conclude 
their final status negotia- 
tions, in which the status of 
the Holy City is a key issue. 

Mr. Kabariti, in a meeting 
with Mahmoud Abbas, sec- 
retary of the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation’s 
(PLO) Executive Commit- 
tee. reviewed the Jordan- 
ian-Palestinian stand vis-a- 
vis and the situation in 
Jerusalem, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

Both leaders condemned 
Israel's plans to build the 
so-called Har Homa settle- 
ment on Jabal Abu Ghneim 
in .Arab East Jerusalem, Mr. 
Kabariti also met with 
Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Sa’d Havel Srour. 
who said after the meeting 
that the prime minister reaf- 
firmed Jordan's condemna- 
tion of Israel’s attempts to 
change the historic, demo- 


graphic and religious char- 
acter of Jerusalem. 

In a separate statement, 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment said the Israeli gov- 
ernment’s settlement policy 
and its attempts to Judaise 
Jerusalem make it impera- 
tive to hold an urgent .Arab 
summit on the dangers and 
to work to counter them. 

The 80-member legisla- 
ture also called for pressure 
“on the Arab and Muslim 
governments and friends so 
they’ll stand up against the 
Israeli government.” 

"Jerusalem belongs to the 
occupied (in 1967) Pales- 
tinian territories and must 
be returned to Palestinian 


sovereignty to become the 
capital of their state/' the 
statement said. 

“The House reiterates its 
absolute rejection of the 
Israeli illegal measures 
designed to encroach on 
Arab rights in the Holy City 
and the Palestinian lands.” 
said the statement. 

The prime minister said 
after meeting Mr. Srour Jor- 
dan rejected "any measure 
that modifies the historical 
and religious reality of 
Jerusalem.” 

Mr. Abbas briefed Mr. 
Kabariti on the outcome of 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat’s recent tour of Arab 
and foreign nations and the 


two sides reviewed the out- 
come of His Majesty Kins 
Hussein’s last meeting with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu as 
well as the latest develop- 
ments in the peace process. 

Mr. Kabariti said Jordan 
considers the settlements as 
illegal and an act of aggres- 
sion on the Arab lands and 
a violation of the U.N. res- 
olutions. 

“Jerusalem constitutes 
the cornerstone in the peace 
process and any demo- 
graphic or other changes 
before the end of the com- 
ing final status negotiations 
constitute a flagrant viola- 
tion of the Oslo agreement 
and the Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty, something which 
Jordan totally rejects and 
condemns," said Mr. 
Kabariti. 

Noting the identity of 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
positions in this issue, Mr. 
Kabariti stressed Jordan's 
continued support for the 
Palestinian National 
Authority and international 
legitimacy. 

Following the meeting 
Mr. Abbas told the press 
thar the Jordanian and 
Palestinian stands were 
united in the face of the 
dangers posed to Jerusalem 
and Israel’s settlement 
plans. 

“The settlements in gen- 
eral and the planned settle- 
ment at Jabal Abu Ghneim 
in particular are creating an 
explosive situation leading 
to serious consequences." 
said Mr. Abbas. 
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Yemen to press bid to join GCC 



APPEAL FOR PEACE Faisal Husseini, top Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) official in Jerusalem, 
appeals for peace as he sits beneath a portrait of assas- 
sinated Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin while on 
a visit to the Israeli Knesset (parliament! on Wednes- 
day. Mr. Husseini called on Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu not to approve a controversial plan to build 
thousands of homes for Jews in Arab East Jerusalem to 
prevent an explosion of Palestinian violence. But the 
plan was approved later in the day (see page 1) (Reuters 
photo) 


Minister warns sanctions 
could tear Sudan apart 

KHARTOUM (AP) — A U.N. ban on flights 
_ abroad by Sudan’s national carrier could tear apart 
Sudan. Africa’s largest country, a Sudanese official 
was quoted as saying Wednesday. 

The U.N. Security Council has warned Sudan 
..that it may ban international flights by Sudan Air- 
ymys if the country refuses to rum over three men 
wanted in "a 1995 assassination attempt on Egypt’s 
president. 

But no decision has been taken, and China and 
Russia oppose tough measures against Sudan. 

“Any kind of economic punishment is a direct 
threat to the unity, security and stability of Sudan,” 

. Mustafa Osman Ismail, a state minister in the For- 
eign Ministry, was quoted as saying Wednesday by 
the official Sudan news agency. 

Last week, a report prepared for the Security 
Council warned that sanctions might make it diffi- 
cult for Sudanese to seek medical treatment abroad 
and hurt agriculture. Planes used for domestic 
transport would be deprived of maintenance 
abroad, it said. 

; Mr. Ismail said the report should be enough to 
persuade council members not to impose the air 
ban. 

Sudan has barely 3.200 kilometres of roads. 
River and rail transport are often interrupted by 
■ bad weather and fighting with southern rebels. 

Sudan is already under diplomatic sanctions. In 
. April, after the government failed to surrender the 
suspects, the council required U.N. members to 
reduce Sudan's diplomatic presence and restrict 
the movement of Sudanese diplomats. 

Sudan says the three suspects are not on its terri- 
tory. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Yemen said on Tuesday it 
would press ahead with its 
bid to join its Gulf Arab 
neighbours in their 16-year- 
old alliance despite partial 
opposition to the move. 

Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, speaking 
to journalists who accom- 
panied him here and to 
state-run Abu Dhabi Televi- 
sion, said Yemen wanted to 
become a member of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) because it is part of 
the region. 

His remarks were con- 
veyed to AFP by Yemeni 
Ambassador Abdullah 
Barakat. who said the UAE 
supported Sanaa’s bid to 
join the GCC. 

“Yemen is part of this 
region and its natural place 
is within the GCC. We will 
continue to ask to join the 
GCC,” Mr. Saleh said. 

Sanaa has repeatedly 
sought to become a GCC 
member, but some coun- 

Iran nuclear 
facility 
close to 
completion 

TEHRAN (AP) — A news- 
paper has reported that the 
Bushehr nuclear plant will 
shortly be connected to Iran's 
electricity grid, the first indi- 
cation that the controversial 
facility was close to comple- 
tion. 

The Farsi- language Etelaat 
daily quoted Esmail Tabadar, 
deputy governor of southern 
Bushehr province, as saying 
that the power planr would 
come on stream during a visit 
by President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani. No such visit has 
been announced, but Mr. 
Tabadar said it was ’’immi- 
nent.” 

The Bushehr plant is being 
completed mostly with Russ- 
ian equipment and engineers 
in a $1 billion deal with 
Moscow despite opposition 
by the United States. U.S. 
officials fear that Iran could 
use the technology to build 
nuclear weapons. 

Iran has not announced 
when the facility will be 
completed. 

But Etelaat quoted Mr. 
Tabadar as saying that the 
nuclear facility would be 
hooked up to the 400-kilo- 
watt Choqadak electricity 
network, which will bring it 
onto the national grid- 

Earlier this month, officials 
in Ukraine said that Iran was 
shopping there for two $50 
million turbines for the 
Bushehr nuclear plant 

Turboatom, the factory 
which would take the Iranian 
orders, supplied turbines for 
many Soviet nuclear plants, 
but since the 1991 collapse 
of the Soviet Union has 
moved much of its business 
elsewhere. 


tries in the group are 
opposed to its membership. 

Yemeni embassy sources 
said Kuwait was vehement- 
ly against Yemen's joining 
the oil-rich Gulf bloc after 
it accused Sanaa of sup- 
porting Iraq when its troops 
invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 

GCC states created their 
political, defence and eco- 
nomic alliance in 1981. 
nearly nine months after the 
outbreak of the 1980-1988 
Iran-Iraq war. 

They have said they want- 
ed to integrate their similar 
economic systems and 
boost defence coordination 
but denied the bloc target- 
ted other countries. 

GCC states control nearly 
45 per cent of the world’s 
oil reserves and more than 
17 per cent of the global gas 
resources. The per capita 
income of more than 
$16,000 in some members 
far surpasses the income of 
less than $500 in Yemen, 


which lies at their 
doorstep. 

"The (Yemeni) president 
stressed to the UAE leader 
that he will continue to ask 
for a GCC membership,” 
Mr. Barakat said. 

"As you know. Kuwait 
has reservations while 
Saudi Arabia has remained 
silent on the issue. The 
problem is that a decision 
of this kind (to admit new 
members) should be unani- 
mous according to the GCC 
statute.” 

Asked whether the UAE 
president. Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan A1 Nahayan, 
responded positively to Mr. 
Saleh’s proposal to join the 
GCC, the ambassador said: 
“Sheikh Zayed has always 
been positive with us. Yes 
he responded positively.” 

Mr. Barakat said Mr. 
Saleh, who flew to Sanaa 
after a visit of few hours, 
did not raise Yemen's bor- 
der dispute with Saudi Ara- 
bia during his talks with 


Five candidates run 
for Iran presidency 


DUBAI (R) — Five candi- 
dates have thrown their hats 
into the ring for Iran’s presi- 
dential election but the con- 
servative speaker of parlia- 
ment remains front-runner, 
analysts said on Wednesday. 

Interior Minister Ali 
Mohammad Beshaiati 
announced the date for the 
poll — May 23 — on Tues- 
day at a meeting with Iran’s 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei and provincial 
governors. 

The poll, the seventh since 
Shi’ite Muslim clergymen 
led a 1979 Islamic revolution 
that toppled the monarchy of 
Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlevj, is to elect a succes- 
sor to President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, a pistachio 
farmer turned cleric and 
politician, is constitutionally 
hatred from a -third four-year 
term as president and is due 
to leave office on Aug. 3. 

Ali Akbar Nateq-Nouri. 
conservative speaker of the 
270-seat Majlis or parlia- 
ment, is rated the favourite to 
succeed him. 

"This is largely due to his 
wide public recognition. As 
speaker he often gets expo- 
sure in state media, most 
importantly television, so 
people know him," one 
Tehran-based analyst said. 

Also, the largest groups of 
conservative clergy support 
him. One of his chief back- 
ers, Mohammad Javad Lari- 
jani, said earlier this month 
Mr. Nateq-Nouri was expect- 
ed to usher in a programme 
of economic reform if he was 
elected. 

Mr. Larijani, deputy chair- 
man of the Majlis foreign 
relations committee, said at a 
London news conference Mr. 
Nateq-Nouri would invigo- 


rate the economy, implement 
a tight monetary policy, dis- 
cipline the banks and 
increase security of invest- 
ment. 

He would also encourage 
private entrepreneurs, make 
the government withdraw 
from financial and economic 
activities and cut the size of 
the government. 

Others who have already 
declared their candidacy are: 

— Mohammad Moham- 
mad! Reyshahri, a hardline 
conservative former intelli- 
gence (internal security) 
minister and leader of Iran- 
ian pilgrims to the annual 
pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia 

— Mohammad Khatami, 
minister of culture and 
Islamic guidance from 1982 
to 1992 who is backed by 
radical Islamist intellectuals. 
He is ar -presidential adviser 
and' president" 'of Tran’s 
national library 

— Saied Reza Zavareie, a 
veteran conservative activist 
who is vice-chairman of the 
judiciary 

— Hesbmatollah Tabarza- 
di, editor of Payam-e 
Daneshju (student message), 
which was banned for five 
years last July for allegedly 
publishing slander. He is sec- 
retary -general of the Nation- 
al Union of Islamic Associa- 
tions of University Students, 
which nominated him on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Rafsanjani ’s centrist 
backers have yet to name 
their candidate who, like all 
other contenders, must be 
approved by the 12-man 
supervisory body of clerics 
and lawyers. 

People aged 15 and older 
in Iran’s population of about 
60 million are eligible to 
vote. 


the 80-year-old UAE 
leader. “That problem is 
with Saudi Arabia not with 
the UAE. Everything is 
moving in the right direc- 
tion with the Saudis,” he 
said. 

Mr. Barakat quoted Mr. 
Saleh as telling reporters 
that Yemen would not nor- 
malise ties with Israel 
before it reaches a compre- 
hensive peace with Arabs. 

“The president stressed 
Yemen’s principled stand 
that we will establish rela- 
tions with Israeli only after 
it reaches a comprehensive 
peace with Arab countries 
and withdraws from all 
occupied Arab territories, 
including South Lebanon 
and the Syrian Golan 
Heights,” Mr. Barakat said. 

“He also affirmed that 
any Yemeni decision in this 
regard will be in line with a 
collective Arab agree- 
ment.” 

American 
hostage on 
'strike' in 
Yemen 

SAN' A (AP) — An Ameri- 
can kidnapped by Yemeni 
tribesmen has started a 
hunger strike and his health 
is deteriorating, a member of 
the tribe holding him said 
Wednesday. 

Joe Dell ’aria, 50, an engi- 
neer for the Houston-based 
Halliburton Energy Ser- 
vices, was kidnapped Feb. 
10 by Murad tribesmen in 
central Yemen. 

“He has refused to eat 
since Sunday and he is very 
sick,” said the tribesman. He 
spoke with reporters on con- 
dition his name not be used. 

He said Mr. Dell’aria also 
was suffering serious mood 
swings.^, . - 

“He. can't focus arid, bias a 
hard time concentrating dur- 
ing conversation,” the 
tribesman said. “He feels 
elated one moment, and the 
next he’s depressed.” 

The tribe has been moving 
Mr. Deli 'aria daily from vil- 
lage to village in fear of an 
attack by government 
troops, the tribesman said. 

There was no way to inde- 
pendently verify the 
tribesman's claims. Officials 
at Halliburton Energy and 
the UJS. embassy refused 
comment on the report. 

The Murad are locked in a 
dispute with the Yemeni 
government over a valuable 
piece of land near the presi- 
dential palace in San' a, the 
Yemeni capital. 

But the tribesman on 
Wednesday said the Murad 
now want additional com- 
pensation for expenses 
incurred in keeping their 
hostage. 


Turkish F-4 fighter jet crashes 

ANKARA (AFP) — A Turkish F-4 Phantom fighter jer 
crashed near the town of Konya in southern Turkey’ and 
its two pilots were missing, the provincial governor 
Ziyaeddin Akbulut announced Wednesday. The plane 
took off from Konya base. 250 kilometres south of 
Ankara, for a training flight Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. (1700 
GMT). Contact with the plane was lost 10 minutes later, 
the governor said. Wreckage of the F-4 was detected at 
around midnight near Konya. The accident was due to a 
technical breakdown, Mr. Akbulut said, 

19 Injured in Turkish campus scuffle 

ISTANBUL (AP) — Around 50 leftist and ultra-nation- 
alist students at Istanbul University clashed leaving 19 
injured, reports said Wednesday. Tuesday's clash ended 
after riot police intervened between the stone-throwing 
groups, who were also armed with clubs. Several stu- 
dents were detained. 

Iran takes delivery of Chinese ship 

DUBAI (R) — The Islamic Republic of Iran shipping 
lines took delivery of a Chinese multi-purpose 21.000- 
tonne ship on Wednesday, the official Iranian news 
agency IRNA said. “Iran Makin is the fourth...ship 
which has been built in China at the request of the Islam- 
ic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL),” the agency 
said. IRISL recently ordered an additional five cargo 
ships worth about $125 million from China, the agency 
said. After onloading at Chinese ports, the ship will 
depart for Iran. IRNA said. 

Iran seized 150 tonnes of drugs 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian authorities have seized more 
than 150 toones of drugs in the past 1 1 months, a police 
official said Wednesday. Brigadier General Mohsen 
Ansari, quoted by the official IRNA news agency, spoke 
of a 20 percent increase in the amount of drugs seized in 
eastern provinces since the current Iranian year started 
on March 20. Iran is a transit route for opium, heroin. 
morphine and hashish from its eastern neighbours. Pak- 
istan and Afghanistan, destined for Europe. A total of 
160 tonnes of drugs were confiscated last year. 

Canada reopens embassy in UAE 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Canada has reopened [is 
embassy in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to revive its 
political and economic ties with the major Gulf oil-pro- 
ducer, the Canadian Defence minister said here Wednes- 
day. Douglas Young also said Canada remains commit- 
ted to die security of the Gulf and would send a frigate 
in april to join U.S.-dominated Western allies policing 
die region. “It is an important move. We should have an 
embassy in this country as it means stronger political, 
economic and commercial ties." he told reporters after 
the mission was opened on Tuesday night. “The UAE 
has become an important country in the region and its 
economy is>one of the-biggeswnconomies an. the 
East.” Canada shut its embassy in Abu Dhabi in the late 
1980s as part of a cost-cutting measures worldwide. 
Trade was negligible but it has grown as more Canadians 
came here for work. Official figures showed Canada's 
exports to the UAE jumped from less than $20 million 
10 years ago to around $76 million in the first half of 
1996 alone. More than 2.000 Canadians now live in the 
UAE. 

Police arrest man who impersonated AHTs son 

CAIRO { AP) — Police have arrested a man for alleged- 
ly impersonating the son of Interior Minister Hassan AJ 
Alfi and trying to collect bribes, the state-run A1 Ahram 
newspaper reported Wednesday. The paper said Alaa 
Abdul Hafeez, a car mechanic, was taken into custody 
after police filmed him accepting a bribe. An accomplice 
also was arrested, the paper said. A1 Ahram said Abdul 
Hafeez allegedly told people he was Alaa Al Alfi, son of 
the interior minister, and that he could solve their prob- 
lems with .Che ministry in exchange for money. He appar- 
ently promised some he could get their sons into the 
police academy. The interior ministry is responsible for 
overseeing internal security. Alaa AI Alfi made headlines 
last year when he sued opposition newspapers who 
accused him of using his father's influence to make busi- 
ness deals. He has won at least two of the cases, which 
are being appealed. Others are pending. 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
-Swcifieh. Tel. S ! D7-W 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
.632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church or the Annunciation 
Tel. 637+40. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 66 1 757. 
Terra Sanaa Church Tel. 
621366 

1 Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 


Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 827 1 26 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 82+328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congrtptfion Tel. 8+5+57 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorvlngy 
Temperatures are peered to 
rise but remaining below aver- 
age. skies partly cloudy, and 
winds westerly moderate. On 
Friday and Saturday, it will warm 
with temperatures rising further. 
On Saturday evening, a depres- 
sion will affect the Kingdom 
causing a drop in temperatures. 
Rainfall is expected and winds 
beconii 0 c^.Tuih westerly active, 
hi be warm and 

sunny, w-rads northerly moderate, 
and seas calm. 

Mini JMax. Temperatures 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


.03/1 1 

08/20 

02/13 

09/18 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 08, Aqaba 18 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 98 per cent. 
Aqaba 40 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN; 

Dr. WaCq Qaddoumi -.893542 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 8326+2 

De. Naser Ibrahim — 830432 
Dr. Mohammad Al Ghoul 790730 

Firas pharmacy .661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .„...77S336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

AI Salam pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy ^644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ..-637660 
Nainoukh pharmacy —.623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBO): 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy „.( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Waked Nabban . — 995743 
KhaBfeh pharmacy 9S54I7 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Contrel Centre 637111 
Gvfl Defence fkpartment 

661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Gvfl Defence Emergency 199 


Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police .896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Com plaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7S7I1I 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 12 1 

Overseas Calls _...._010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis .623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan — 7741 1 1 

Water Authority .680100 
Jordan Electricity Authority 

-815615 

Electric Power Company 

.636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Afia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussdn Medical Centre 

81381 3/32 

Khalkfi Maternity, 64428 1/6 
Akfleh Maternity, -642441/2 
Jabal Amm an Maternity 
642362 


Malhas-J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 60707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital .....669131 

University Hospital ......845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

AJ-Ahfi, Abdali 66+164/6 

Italian, AJ-Mubajreen 

.777101/3 

Al-Basfair. .775111/26 

Array, Maria 891611/15 

Queen AUa Hospital 

.602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery _.865 199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

.(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

Dm AI Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 


RoyaJ Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airpon Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
Supplied cm phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:15 Bombay (RJ) 

09:15 — Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

09^*5 New Delhi (RJ) 

l(k05 Bairn (RJ) 

10:05 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

1030 Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

16:40 Casablanca (RJ) 

17:35 Moscow (RJ) 

18:10 Athens (RJ) 

19:05 ,_Abu Dhabi, Al ‘Ain (RJ) 
19*^5 — Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
19>tt Rome (RJ) 

Other Flights 

11:00 Doha (Q7) 

12:40 Doha (GF) 

13 JO : Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 .Shariqah(AH) 

15:15 Damascus (Q7) 

16:15 Dubai (EK) 

20:10 — Beirut (ME) 

20-35 Cairo (MS) 

21:40 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

0130 ^Amsterdam (KL) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

1835 ; Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

0630 Beirut (RJ) 

07:15 Moscow (RJ) 

1030 Abu Dhabi, AI ’Ain (RJ) 
11:00 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 
11:05 Amacriam.lton^ 

11:15 JRome (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RJ) 

12:15 ^London (RJ) 

123© -Athens (RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

2030 .Lamaca (RJ ) 

2030 Jeddah (RJ) 

224)0 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta 
(RJ) 

Other Flights 

06 : 00 — Istanbul (TK) 

07-35 Beirut, London (BA) 

07:45 _ Beirut (ME) 

11:45 Damascus (Q7) 

1330 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

15:00 Algiers (AH) 

15:00 Riyadh (SV) 

16ri» .-..Doha (Q7) 

17:15 — Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

2135 Cairo (MS) 

2230 — .Tel Aviv (LY) 

0230 Amsterdam (KL) 

0435 Rome(AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
0930 .Marka (RW) 


2030 .. Aqaba (RW) I 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN i 

I 

Dtp. Amman 8:00 tun. every 
Monday ! 

An. Damascus 5:00 p.m. every \ 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 730 aun. 
every Sunday 

Arc Amman 5:00 pjn. every 
Sunday 


Upper/lawer price in fils per kg. 


Apple 

Banana. 


Banana ( imported J... 

Cabbage. 

Carrot 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (larae I .... 

Cucumber (small)- 

Eggplant. 

Fava beans 

Garlic ... 

Grape fruit 

Lemon 

Marrow (large).. 

Marrow (small) 

Onion (green) .... 

Onion (dry) 

Orange 

Peas 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Radish 

Spinach 

String bcans___ 

Tomato 


700/500 £ 

600/600 

-..1000/900 
— —100/40 

180/120 

380/200 

— 160/100 
— 240/150 

.270/140 

, — 350/600 

UOfl/900 

— 200/100 

430/250 

— 260/150 
— 460/200 

(80/120 

— 200/120 
— 650/450 

850/500 

300/150 

— 450/300 
— .340/150 

70/30 

-330/200 $ 

-'..850/650 
— 220/120 
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Public sector engineers vow to continue strike 


Jordan Times, Thursday - Friday, February 27 - 28, 1997 
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By Ghalia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Timex 

AMMAN — Public sector 
engineers vowed to proceed 
with escalated measures 
against the government 
after the latter announced 
that professional associa- 
tion members are not 
expected to receive salary 
increases in the near future. 

However, the government 
did announce that it will 
introduce a new allowance 
system for all professional 
association members. 

The statement came dur- 
ing a meeting between a 
ministerial committee and 
10 professional association 
presidents yesterday. 

“The engineers will not 
be convinced.’* Deputy 
President of the Jordan 
Engineers Association 
(JEA) Husni Abu Ghida 
lamented Wednesday. 

Therefore, he added, to 
reiterate demands of pay 
increases and a promotion 
in salary scale, public sec- 
tor engineers will stage a 
sit-in in front of the Prime 


Ministry on Saturday. 

The engineers have been 
demanding a ISO per cent 
increase in their basic 
monthly salaries which cur- 
rently average JD 150. 

Earlier this month, the 
ministerial committee 
agreed to amend the engi- 
neers' basic salary 
allowances and to send the 
decision to the cabinet for 
final approval. 

JEA members are also 
asking for a promotion to 
higher levels on the public 
sector employee scale. 

Public sector employees 
are rated on a scale of I- 10, 
the lowest being ] 0. 

In an earlier interview, 
Mr. Abu Ghida told the Jor- 
dan Times that, previous to 
19S8, newly-graduated 
engineers began their 
careers as public employees 
from grade five, while 
today these engineers are 
hired as sixth grade 
employees with a conse- 
quent loss in benefits and 
allowances. 

li We are not asking for 
more than what we had in 


1988," Mr. Abu Ghida 
asserted. 

■■Jordanian engineers sup- 
port the projected 
allowances system which is 
fair to all sectors of society. 
Engineers, who form part 
of these sectors, are asking 
to regain pan of their 
acquired rights which they 
enjoyed 10 years ago," a 

JEA statement, published in 
A1 Ra’i Arabic daily, stared 
Wednesday. 

Hie engineers’ dilemma 
was also mentioned in yes- 
terday’s Parliament session, 
with Minister of Housing 
and Public Works Abdul 
Hadi Majali contending 
that the ministry has imple- 
mented all points of a mem- 
orandum of understanding, 
reached between the JEA 
and a special ministerial 
committee. 

He also called on deputies 
to cooperate on the issue 
which, he said, is in the 
interest of all sectors of 
society. 

However, engineers 
appear determined to cany 
on with their measures 


against the government 
which, they maintain, has 
not implemented the mem- 
orandum in full. 

Mr. Abu Ghida affirmed 
that the general assembly 
has called for a meeting 
with the engineers to dis- 
cuss additional measures 
they plan to enact. 

The engineers Saturday 
staged a three-hour sit-in in 
front of the Ministry of 
Housing and Public Works. 
JEA members stated that 
one week after next Satur- 
day's sit-in, they will cease 
working for two hours 
every day. This strike, they 
added, will continue for a 
week, to be followed by a 
general strike on March 22. 

Following Saturday’s sit- 
in, Mr. Majali described 
measures taken by the engi- 
neers as illogical and not 
contributing to government 
efforts aimed at solving 
problems facing profes- 
sional associations. 

Mr. Abu Ghida countered 
that engineers “left room 
for discussions with the 
government" and have 


started their measures grad- 
ually since May of~ last 
year. 

"We only implemented 
direct measures after 

months of waiting and after 
engineers became Frustrat- 
ed with the situation." said 
Mr. Abu Ghida. 

Following Saturday's 
strike. Prime Minister 

Abdul Karim Kabariti 

admonished that ihe nation- 
al need for qualified teach- 
ers and other specialists is 
greater than its need for 
doctors and engineers. 

He called on ail engineers 
to "resume their work and 
act responsibly, tending 
away from sloganeering" 
which, he said, is incompat- 
ible with current economic 
conditions. 

Mr. Abu Ghida countered 
that the situation of all 
members of professional 
associations should 

improve and reiterated that 
the engineers are only ask- 
ing to regain the same 
rights to which they were 
entitled ten years ago. 


JWA meets to discuss plight 
of unemployed writers 

By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The administrative league of the Jordan Writ- 
ers Association (JWA) convened this week to discuss the 
situation of authors and various members facing unem- 
ployment. 

The association decided to host a meeting on Monday, 
March 10. in which members of the coalition will unite 
with those unemployed members to release a statement, 
requesting that the government provide better possibilities 
of employment, a piece of land, medical insurance, the 
establishment of a new association headquarters, the for- 
mation of a draft law for the JWA fund and finally legisla- 
tion for those writers considered exceptionally creative and 
who do not benefit from any government support 
The association will hold a press conference on Monday 
and start a two-day sit-in near the association building. 


Minister opens seminar on 
migrant workeps, fiamilies 


Northern towns elect mayors, council members 


AMMAN (Petra) — Resi- 
dents of 20 northern towns 
yesterday went to the polls to 
elect mayors and members of 
newly-created municipal 
councils to serve for the next 
two years. 

Polls opened at seven in 
the morning and remained 
open until five in the 
evening, according ro a Min- 
istry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
statement. 

Election results will be for- 
mally announced today in 
the northern city of Irbid by 
Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishal. the statement 
said. 

It noted that mayors and 
municipal council members 
in five towns have already 


been elected unopposed. 

One woman is running For 
the mayoral position in the 
town of Mansoura in the 
Mafraq govemorate and 
eight women are running for 
seats in the municipal coun- 
cils of Jabal Sharqi, Osarah, 
Rajib, Mansoura, Zobia, 
Mara and Habka. 

The statement maintained 
that these newlv-formed 
municipalities were elevated 
from their former status of 
village councils as stipulated 
by a 1995 Council of Minis- 
ters decision. following 
municipal elections in that 
year. 

Dr. Tubeishat explained 
that the government has also 
resolved to reduce the num- 
ber of municipalities by 
merging clusters of adjacent 


town councils as well as 
neighbouring village coun- 
cils. 

He affirmed that the merg- 
er is expected to be effected 
by the July 1999 national 
municipal elections. 

The Council of Minister's 
1995 decision also stipulated 
that Jordan be comprised of a 
total of 50 large municipali- 
ties which, he said, will be in 
a better position financially 
to implement municipal ser- 
vices. 

Many village councils will 
be linked to larger municipal 
councils in order to ensure 
better services for village 
residents as well as to ensure 
fee collections for local com- 
munity sen-ices. 


,lr » 


AMMAN (Petra) ^ ,i! 
Deputising for HRH 
Princess Basma. Minister 
of Labour Abdul Hafez 
Shakhanbeh Wednesday 
opened a two-day regional 
seminar on migrant work- 
ers, calling for the protec- 
tion of their legal rights, in 
accordance with 

international regulations set 
by Lhe International Labour 
Organisation (ILO). 

Hie seminar was organ- 
ised by the ILO in conjunc- 
tion with the Jordanian 
National Committee for 
Women (JNCW) and is 
covering the effects of a 
spouse’s absence from wife 
and children, due to social 
and economic obligations 
which force him to work 
abroad. 

According ro Dr. 
Shakhanbeh. the meeting's 
delegates, representing Jor- 
dan. Egypt. Syria. Sudan. 
Lebanon and Vemen, will 
focus their attention on a 
1995 JNCW-ILO study 
which aims at safeguarding 
migrant worker rights as 
well as those of families 
left behind. 


He said that the JNWC 
study, as well as related 
studies from participating 
countries, should be able to 
effectively introduce these 
safeguards. 

DLO Representative Nabil 
Khouri explained that the 
seminar is slated to enable 
participants to exchange 
views and expertise to help 
ensure the rights of migrant 
workers, organise the 
migration process, help 
workers invest in profitable 
projects, organise the trans- 
fer of worker earnings to 
families and deal with the 
consequences of reversed 
migration. 

Representative of the 
Arab Labour Organisation 
(ALO) Rasha Abdul Haq 
maintained that participants 
will discuss the adverse 
effects of a husband's 
absence from his family, 
particularly from his 
spouse who must organise 
family affairs alone. 

She stated that this bur- 
den can prove overwhelm- 
ing with negative conse- 
quences on their children. 


; Mematioai("park;|o tie Constructed m. Amman 


AMMAN (.Petra) — The 
Amman Municipality Wednes- 
day announced the preparation 
of a study for the creation of an 
international park in Amman. 

The park will be comprised 
of mini-gardens for diplomatic 
missions, set in their respec- 
tive countries’ style, it said, 
and the park is slated to 
achieve completion by the 
year 2000. 

It will include an artificial 
lake and boats, a small chil- 
dren's garden, a police station, 
fire department and post 
office. 

Director of the Parks and 


Gardens Department at 
Amman Municipality Haitham 
Jweinat explained that the pro- 
ject will be located south of 
Amman, close to Queen Alia 
Inemaiional Airport Highway 
and will comprise 147 dunums 
of municipality-owned land. 

The aim of this project is to 
attract foreign visitors and pro- 
vide Jordanians with a green 
area free of noise and pollu- 
tion, he explained. 

The first phase of the project 
will include 47 dunums of land 
which have already been 
planted with forest trees, Mr. 
Jweinat said, while the second 


phase emails planting trees on 
100 dunums, constructing a 
restaurant and cafeteria, a rest 
-house and other facilities such 
as a games ground, a public 
library, a small museum and a 
multi-purpose hall. 

There will also be a special 
train station to transport visi- 
tors w-ithin the park’s parame- 
ters and a parking area with 
space enough for 300 cars and 
20 buses either for students or 
tourists. 

Mr. Jweinat estimated the 
project’s cost as JD 500.000. 

Embassy contacts are being 
cemented, he said. 


What’s Going On 


FILMS : 

* “Glory" at the American Centre, 
Abdoun on Thursday "at 5:00 pan. . . 


* “Ibdo 'es mentira’’ ai. Institute Cer-. 
vantes, Jabal Amman on Thursday .at 5:00 

P-m. ' •• - . 


PANEL DISCUSSION 

* “Youth Journalism: The University ofj 
Jordan Television Programme" at the Bina- 
tional Fuibright Commission House, 
Shmeisani, 4:00-6:00 p.m. (the speaker will 
be Dr. Christine Cipriani with the participa- 
tion of Mr. Nazmi Ashour, Mr. Iyad 
Ham id eh. and Ms. Muna Takadeen) (.Tel. 
6S4-760). 


Internet gains currency in Kingdom 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — At a time 
when computers seem to 
control many facets of our 
lives, many people are ask- 
ing what exactly the Inter- 
net is and how it might 
function in our daifv lives. 

The Internet was original- 
ly called “ARPANET.” an 
acronym which stands for 
the Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (of the 
U.S. Depanmen t of 

Defence) and began as a 
government experiment in 
1969 with four computers. 
These were linked modu- 
lator-demodulator devices, 
or modems, which allowed 
computers to transmit 
information to one another 
via an ordinary telephone 
line. 

By 1972. universities also 
had access to what later 
became known as the Inter- 
net 

The World Wide Web on 
the Internet is a full colour, 
multimedia datubase of 
information. The address 


of each site on the Web is 
called a uniform resource 
locator (URL). 

Each URL begins with 
http://www. w'hich stands 
for "hyper text transfer pro- 
tocol on the world wide 
web." 

Thousands of Web sites, 
sometimes called web- 
pages, from professional to 
puerile, are out in cyber- 
space. 

Many facilities can be 
provided on the Internet 
such as: 

E-Mail: In which one uses 
link-up system ro send mes- 
sages to others on the same 
system. 

Internet phone: In which 
one can have unlimited 
voice communication with 
anyone anywhere in the 
world, possessed of Vocal 
Tec. software. 

Calls must be prearranged 
via E-mail, ordinary mail or 
telephone. 

Usene: a collection of 
qroups which ‘chat’ about 
various topics. 

Other tools the web offers 
are features showing text 


documents which are not 
slowed down by the trans- 
mission of photographs. 

Telenet: Upon opening a 
telenet connection one can 
benefit from remote or host 
computers, often those in 
university libraries. One 
can also use the Telenet to 
access one’s own computer 
fr om a remote location. 

FTP (file transfer proto- 
col): one can exchange files 
with other computers on the 
Internet. 

Gopher: invented at the 
University of Minnesota 
and named after that 
school’s mascot, this tool 
will direct you in English 
with a menu as to various 
categories on the Internet . 

WAIS (Wide Area Infor- 
mation Server): a system 
for searching Internet data- 
bases via a key word. 

Jordan has been on-line 
since Apr. 1 of last year, said 
Nadir Kaawar. a technician 
in the Global One company, 
the only company in Jordan 
which provides full Internet 
services, 

2,300 subscribers are on- 


line at the Jordanian Inter- 
net Company today, he 
said. 

“Full Internet services are 
provided today in Jordan," 
according to Majdi Beit 
Shawish, marketing and 
sales manager at Global 
One. 

To become a subscriber 
on the Internet, a person 
needs a telephone line, a 
modem, a computer and an 
application form, he said. 

E-mail, electronic mail, 
the World Wide Web 
(www) and news group ser- 
vices are all available on 
the Jordanian Internet, Mr. 
Shawish affirmed. 

The Global One compa- 
ny. formally Sprint Jordan, 
is 49% owned by compa- 
nies and trades (France 
Telecom, Deutsch Telecom 
and Sprint Telecom), the 
other 51% is owned by 
local investors. Mr. Shaw- 
ish said. 

There are also different 
subscription rates. for 
example, a person might 
pay the sum of JD 19 and 
receive a monthly S hours 


of global Internet use, while 
any additional minute 
would be calculated at JD 
.075, he explained. 

This sum would be for- 
warded as a monthly 
invoice to the subscriber’s 
mail box, Mr. Shawish 
added. 

Last year, Jordan's Gener- 
al Intelligence Department 
(GID) launched itself on 
the Internet, becoming the 
first Arab intelligence 
agency with a site on he 
World Wide Web. 

The site provides infor- 
mation about the role of the 
department as well as Jor- 
dan itself and has an elec- 
tronic mail facility to stim- 
ulate communication with 
Jordanian citizens as well 
as subscribers abroad, the 
department said. 

In May. Jordan w ill host a 
regional training course, 
organised by the U.S.-based 
Internet society. Director of 
the National Information 
Centre (NIC) Yousef Nus- 
sair told the Jordan Times. 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti visits the Jordan Cement Factories Company 
(JCFC) at Fuheis to inspect measures taken to reduce noise and pollution (Petra 
photo) 

Premier visits cement factory to 
inspect environmental measures 


AMMAN (J.T.l — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 

Kabariti Wednesday 

inspected the Jordan 

Cement Factories Company 
(JCFC) at Fuheis and was 
briefed by JCFC General 
Manager Abdul llah Khutib 
on environmental measures 
to reduce smoke and dust 
pollution. 

Mr. Khatib briefed the 
prime minister regarding 
the company's production 
and marketing policies as 
well as future plans. He 
then accompanied Mr. 
Kabariti on a factory tour. 

Last June, residents of 
Fuheis. west of Amman, 
staged a sit-in on company 
premises to protest dust and 
smoke pollution and sent 
appeals to the government, 
requesting measures to 


force the company to 
reduce contamination. 

The protesters stated that, 
in addition to dust, town 
residents were continually 
confronted by the noise of 
the company's trucks as 
well as explosions intended 
to break the cement rock. 

Mr. Khatib described 
measures being taken by 
the company as helping end 
environmental pollution 
and that the first phase of a 
comprehensive plan has 
been completed at the cost 
of JD 13 million. Work, he 
confirmed, is underway on 
the second phase, due to be 
completed next spring at an 
estimated cost of JD S mil- 
lion. 

The company is building 
large warehouses for 
cement storage, a oroject 


which is expected to be 
completed in the middle of 
next year. Mr. Khatib 
affirmed. 

He estimated the overall 
cost of fitting the environ- 
mental-protection equip- 
ment and other related mea- 
sures to total JD 25 million. 

Hie prime minister 
requested that company 
management accelerate 
work in order to control 
smoke and dust emitting 
from factory chimneys. 

According to manage- 
ment. the factories, estab- 
lished in 1951 to produce 
I.5B0 tonnes of cement 
daily, are now producing 
more than 6.000 tonnes per 
day. hence the need for 
measures to deal with the 
ensuing environmental pol- 
lutants. 


‘Agreement may lead to large 
reduction in international call rates’ 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An agree- 
ment concluded last Sat- 
urday, which liberates 
the global telecommuni- 
cations market, might 
lead to an 80 per cent 
reduction in 

international telephone 
call fees. Minister of 
Posr and Telecommuni- 
cations Jamal Saraireh 
said Tuesday. 

The agreement, he 
explained, was conclud- 
ed at the end of a week- 
long World Trade Organ- 
isation (WTO) confer- 
ence held in Geneva. 

The 68 countries which 
signed the Geneva 
agreement, headed by 
the United States. 
Europe and Japan which 
represent 90 per cent of 
the global telecommuni- 
cations market, are set to 
ring up sales totalling 
over a trillion dollars by 
the year 2000, Mr. 
Saraireh affirmed. 

They will do so, he 
enumerated, by opening 
their markets to global 
competition in all 
aspects including ser- 
vices. telecommunica- 
tions and company 
shares with the expecta- 
tion of an ensuing reduc- 
tion in telephone rates of 
up to 80 per cent of their 
current rates. 

The minister described 
the agreement as "a rev- 
olution in the telecom- 
munications market in 
which the main winner is 
the customer." 

Privatisation of the 
Jordanian Telecommuni- 
cations Company (JTC) 
must be accelerated or 
Jordan wili risk a great 
deal due to the enormous 
reduction expected to 
take place globally in 
international " telephone 
rares and fast growing 
progress in telecommu- 
nications : technology. 
Mr. Saraireh said. 

The Kingdom is taking 
necessary steps to open 
its market ro 
international' competi- 
tors. he continued, pri- 
marily by having 
replaced the former 
Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC) by 
the semi -privatised 


(JTC) as of this year. 

The JTC was officially 
registered on Oct. 1 of 
last year, with a JD 250 
million capital, as a gov- 
ernment share-holding 
company. 

The second step. Mr. 
Saraireh elaborated, is 
appointing a financial 
advisor to sell 26 per 
cent of the company 
equity lo a "strategic 
partner of international 
standing." allowing it to 
advance its technology. 

The minister briefed 
the press earlier this 
month, during a confer- 
ence which look place 
when the JTC accepted 
an offer from an 
international consortium 
led by Merrill Lynch and 
including the local 
Export and Finance 
Bank of Jordan and 
Booz Allen and Hamil- 
ton of the United States, 
to act as a joint financial 
advisor in the process. 

This consortium will 
be paid a fixed fee of $ 1 
million as well as a per- 
centage of the proceeds 
from the equity sale as a 
so-called "success free," 
news agencies reported 
earlier this month. 

The final step will be 
an evaluation of the 
actual worth of the com- 
pany in terms of assets, 
liabilities et cetera, 
which process is expect- 
ed to be completed by 
July of this year, the 
minister added." 

He described the 
newly-signed agreement 
as a challenge to devel- 
oping countries and 
asserted that ensuing 
procedures are still in 
the preparatory phases 
therein. 

Developing countries 
in Asia, South America 
and Africa present the 
greatest opportunities, as 
some emerging countries 
boast growth rates in 
telephone lines, equip- 
ment imports and cellu- 
lar services double or 
triple those of industri- 
alised countries, news 
agencies reported earlier 
this month. 

This has encouraged 
private companies which 
offer cheaper rates for 
international telephone 
calls to flood these coun- 


tries" markets. 

Last week, Mr. 
Saraireh warned against 
these private companies, 
describing them as 
"unauthorised and ille^ 
gal" in Jordan. 

"Security authorities 
have launched a crack- 
down on such compa- 
nies," the minister stated 
at the rime. "Many have 
been closed down and 
their owners sent to 
court." 

Jordan is one of the 
leading progressive 
countries in the region to 
rebuild and privatise its 
telecommunications sec- 
tor in order to face such 
challenges, Mr. Saraireh 
said. 

The privatisation of the 
telecommunications 
company is an important 
step the administration 
wants to accelerate as 
"any delay might cause 
lesser incomes for the 
government." 

According to WTO 
officials, the Geneva 
agreement caps three 
years of negotiations and 
will save hundreds of 
billions of dollars and 
provide better consumer 
services as well as possi- 
bilities for investment 
expansion. 

The agreement pro- 
motes liberalisation and 
it gives certitude, securi- 
ty and predictability 
through a clear set of 
rules, particularly valu- 
able when rapid growih 
and technological devel- 
opments are changing 
the face of the telecom- 
munications industry 
and the world economy. 
WTO Director General 
Renato Ruggero 

informed a press confer- 
ence at the end of the 
Geneva meeting last 
week. 

The agreement covers 
basic services such as 
telephones, faxes, telex- 
es as well as satellites, 
mobile and cellular 
activities and private 
communication services. 
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Kindu on the point of 
falling — Zaire rebels 


GOM A. Zaire ( AFP) — Re- 
bels who have captured 
much of eastern Zaire 
claimed Wednesday to be 
on the verge of taking the 
strategic town of Kindu on 
the west bank of the Zaire 
River, but the Zairean gov- 
ernment immediately de- 
nied this. 

Kindu “is about to fall,” 
spokesman Raphael Ghenda 
told AFP in Goma, the rebel 
headquarters town on the 
border with Rwanda. 

“Looting by the Zairean 
Armed Forces and the flight 
of some of the population 
corresponds to what has 
now become a classic sce- 
nario,” he said. “Our forces 
are on the point of capturing 
the town.” 

The Zairean Defence Mi- 
nistry in Kinshasa dis- 
missed the reports as “ru- 
mours” but admitted there 
was heavy fighting 36 kilo- 
metres to the east of the 
town between army and re- 
bel troops. It said rebels had 
been caught in a pineer 
movement and had suffered 
heavy casualties. 

Well-informed sources in 
Kinsansani. where the gov- 
ernment's counter-offensive 
against the rebels is based, 
said government troops 
Wednesday remained in 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rean police stepped up a 
manhunt Wednesday for 
two suspected North Ko- 
rean assassins after the 
death of a Pyongyang de- 
fector who was shot earlier 
this month, a police official 
said. . 

Police are working on the 
theory that" Pyongyang ins- 
tructed its agents to murder 
Lee Han-Yong as a warning 
to South Korea and other 
North Korean escapees af- 
ter the defection of the 
country's top ideologue on 
Feb. 12. 

Mr. Lee was shot in the 
head and chest at the door- 
way to a friend's apartment 
in a Seoul suburb three days 
after Hwang Jang-Yop de- 
fected to Seoul's consular 
mission in Beijing. Mr. Lee 
died Tuesday. 

Talks between South Ko- 
rea and China over the fate 
of Mr. Hwang resumed in 
Beijing Wednesday after 
being stalled by the death of 
Chinese paramount leader 
Deng Xiaoping, a South 
Korean Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said in Seoul. 

“Contacts between Seoul 
and Beijing have resumed, 
but so far no important 
developments have been 
reported." Lee Kyu-Hyung 
said. 

The domestic Yonhap 
News Agency said South 
Korean representatives had 
repeated a request for China 
to grant Mr. Hwang safe 
passage to Seoul, but Bei- 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Gun- 
men opened fire at a top 
opposition leader in Sri 
Lanka Wednesday, shortly 
after his party called for the 
decommissioning of guns in 
the hands of politicians 
ahead next months local 
polls. 

Opposition United Natio- 
nal Party (UNP) General 
Secretary Gamini Athuko 
rale escaped unhurt after 
gunmen ambushed his jeep 
and fired at him in the Ni- 
vithigala area, party offi- 
cials said. 

“A government candidate 
{at the March 21 election) 
was in the tractor that was 
used to block our general 
secretary’s vehicle,” a UNP 
spokesman said. "His body 
guards did not retaliate but 
instead moved out quickly.” 

"Mr. Athukorale had a 
close shave. If his body 
guards opened fire it would 
have led ro a lot of vio- 
lence." 


control of Kindu, but nearly 
all of the population had 
fled because of looting by 
soldiers. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, 
said army deserters from the 
east were responsible for 
the looting and had dashed 
with regular army troops 
sent in as reinforcements 
from Kinshasa to prevent 
the town from falling into 
rebel hands. 

Witnesses in Kindu said 
the government troops had 
managed to disarm most of 
the deserters, the majority 
of whom fled. 

Looting by Zaire's under- 
paid. ill-equipped and ill- 
disciplined soldiers is usual- 
ly a sign that they are pre- 
paring to abandon a town. 
The rebels usually give 
them a day or two to flee to 
avoid unnecessary battle 
casualties. 

U.N. officials have report- 
ed looting and flight in 
Kindu. though in Kinshasa 
the Defence Ministry de- 
nied this and said the Tutsr- 
led rebels who have cap- 
tured some 20 per cent of 
this vast central African 
country were still at Kalima, 
1 10 kilomeires to the east. 

The claims and counter- 
claims came as Zairean 


jing officials continued to 
stall for fear of offending 
Socialist ally North Korea. 

“It may take some time 
before the issue is resoived 
as the Chinese government 
is taking pains to settle it in 
a manner that doesn’t get on 
North Korea's nerves,” 
Yonhap quoted an official in 
Seoul’s embassy in Beijing 
as saying. 

South Korean police have 
virtually ruled out earlier 
suspicions that Mr. Lee 
might have been gunned 
down by loan sharks or un- 
derworld hitmen, police 
spokesman Ha Seung-Gyun 
said. 

"AH the evidence we have 
points to an act of North 
Korean spies." Mr. Ha said 
in an interview. 

Mr. Lee, who was the ne- 
phew of Pyongyang leader 
Kim Jong-ll’s ex-wife, ran 
into financial trouble after 
he defected to the South in 
1982 and went into busi- 
ness. He spent 10 months in 
jail in 1993 for embezzling 
funds. 

Mr. Lee went to great 
lengths to disguise his real 
identity, changing his name 
from Li II- Nam and even 
undergoing plastic surgery 
on his face. 

Desperate for money, he 
went public last year with a 
biography and appeared on 
a talk show after his moth- 
er's defection, reportedly to 
a Western nation. 

"We suspect the gun used 
was a Belgian-made Brow- 


The shooting came within 
hours of UNP chief and for- 
mer Premier Ranil Wick- 
remesinghe calling for the 
withdrawal of weapons 
amid escalating violence in 
the run up to the crucial lo- 
cal elections. 

Mr. Wickremesinghe said 
the campaign for the March 
21 vote was the "most vio- 
lent" and urged the govern- 
ment to take back guns is- 
sued to elected representa- 
tives. 

"Taking the guns of UNP 
supporters alone will not be 
useful," Mr. Wickremesin- 
ghe told reporters here. “All 
the weapons given to politi- 
cians, including those in the 
government, must be with- 
drawn.” 

He said flfTee shotguns 
issued to his body guards in 
1989 were taken away by 
the police Tuesday. 

There were 160 cases of 
arson, assault and intimida- 
tion against UNP supporters 


rebel leader Laurem-Desire 
Kabila was reportedly talk- 
ing to representatives of 
President Nelson Mandela’s 
government, the United 
States, United Nations and 
Organisation of African 
Unity in South Africa on 
ways ro end the crisis in 
Africa's Great Lakes region. 

Mr. Kabila flew to South 
Africa in secret Tuesday. 

The capture of Kindu 
would give the rebels their 
first foothold on the Zaire 
River, a strategic transport 
artery which flows through 
Kisangani, the capital of 
Haul Zaire province, all the 
way to Kinshasa in the far 
wesL 

Kindu also has an airport 
that can take big planes, a 
railhead for the mineral-rich 
Shaba province, and a major 
military base. 

U.N. World Food Prog- 
ramme spokeswoman Bren- 
da Barton said Tuesday that 
the agency was looking at 
diverting the food aid which 
arrives in Kindu from Lusa- 
ka. the Zambian capital, 
putting it on barges farther 
downstream. It goes to Ki- 
sangani to be ferried on in 
small planes to the Tingi- 
Tingi camp for Rwandan 
Hutu refugees southeast of 
Kisangani. 


rung pistol, which is often 
used by North Korean 
agents. The bullet shells 
found on the scene are the 
same found in a previous 
spy incident,” Mr. Ha said. 

Police were preparing to 
scatter 30.000 leaflets bear- 
ing a computer-enhanced 
video. image pf one of the. 
assassins. „ 

One of the suspects was 
caught by a bank surveil- 
lance camera before the 
shooting. A reward of 
$140,000 for information 
on the killing has already 
been offered. 

The black-and-white 
image shows one of the two 
suspected attackers, a man 
in his late twenties or early 
thirties wearing a half- 
length overcoat. 

Mr. Ha said police were 
relying heavily on citizens' 
reports to try to crack the 
case. 

Lee is the first defector to 
be assassinated since the 
end of the 1950-53 Korean 
War. according to police. 

The shooting has fright- 
ened the small community 
of Pyongyang defectors in 
Seoul. Some 600 escapees 
now live in the south, and 
the celebrities among them 
have begun surrounding 
themselves with body- 
guards. 

Mr. Hwang, the Pyong- 
yang ideologue now in Bei- 
jing, was reported by South 
Korean media to have re- 
vealed that North Korea has 
50.000 agents in the South. 


in the past two weeks and 
he accused government 
ministers of leading attacks 
on opposition candidates 
contesting the local elec- 
tions. he said. 

Mr. Wickremesinghe also 
called for action against 
those responsible for caus- 
ing violence in the pro- 
vinces and said he had sus- 
pended one of his legisla- 
tors accused of murdering a 
ruling party MP earlier this 
month. 

"But what has the govern- 
ment done," Mr. Wickreme- 
singhe said. "There is one 
senior minister accused of 
attempted murder, a deputy 
minister charged with mur- 
der andt&n other facing. 46 
criminal cases. Nothing is 
done about them.” 

The government has an- 
nounced death penalty for 
gun offences under sweep- 
ing emergency regulations. 


That threatened camp, 
holding some 150,000 refu- 
gees, is the last one operat- 
ing in eastern Zaire; another 

250,000 refugees have fled 
their camps, with some of 
the men reported to be 
fighting alongside govern- 
ment troops and others, 
together with women and 
children, hiding out in the 
bush. 

The rebels captured 
Bukavu. on the border with 
Rwanda, shortly after going 
on the offensive last Oc- 
tober, with one column pu- 
shing west, capturing the 
town of Shabunda, where 
refugees had settled after 
fleeing their camps along 
the bonder. 

Some 25.000 of those re- 
fugees then fled farther west 
to Kalima. about half- way 
between Shabunda and Kin- 
du. 

Kisangani, the most im- 
portant government-held 
town in the region with a 
major airport, is the rebels' 
next rajger. 

It is the base of what the 
government announced 
would be a crushing coun- 
ter-offensive, but which 
crumbled as the soldiers 
fled before the rebels’ stea- 
dy advance. 

S. Korea’s 
Kim to 
shake up 
cabinet 

SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rean President Kim Young- 
Sam set about a major cab- 
inet reshuffle Wednesday 
in hopes of avoiding being 
labelled a lame. ducLduring 
his last year in office. 

Earlier in the day all his 
cabinet ministers had of- 
fered to resign to give him 
a free hand in carrying out 
the shake-up. 

The move came a day 
after the president solemn- 
ly apologised to the nation 
for a loans scandal which 
underlined the failure of his 
much-vaunted anti-corrup- 
tion reforms. 

“President Kim is work- 
ing on a major reshuffle in 
the government and the rul- 
ing party,” a presidential 
aide told Reuters. “A new 
cabinet line-up will be an- 
nounced soon." 

Leaders of rbe ruling 
New Korea Parry and top 
presidential aides had al- 
ready offered to step down 
after Mr. Kim promised 
Tuesday to heed criticism 
that his close associates 
were incapable of carrying 
through reforms. 

Newspapers and political 
commentators welcomed 
news of the major reshuf- 
fle, saying Mr. Kim had 
been misled by his person- 
al aides, but added that this 
alone would do little to 
reverse his plunging popu- 
larity. 

“The people will not trust 
state policies unless the 
president's associates are 
dropped in a resolute man- 
ner,” the leading daily 
Dong-A Ilbo said in an edi- 
torial. 

“But public mistrust will 
be enormous if the reshuffle 
is just aimed at introducing a 
new political phase or form- 
ing a new line-up to prepare 
for the presidential elec- 
tions," it said. 

Three of Mr. Kim's sen- 
ior aides, including a cabi- 
net minister, have been ar- 
rested on bribery charges 
over the scandal involving 
dubious loans to the failed 
Hanbo Steel Co., flagship 
of the country's 1 4th lar- 
gest conglomerate. 

Prosecutors said banks, 
pressured by politicians, 
offered huge loans in return 
for kickbacks from Hanbo, 
which racked up $5.8 bil- 
lion in debts before going 
bankrupt on Jan. 23. 

Mr. Kita. a former dissi- 
dent who batded previous 
military rulers, took power 
in 1993 vowing a clean soci- 
ety yet now his government 
is lurching from one corrup- 
tion scandal to another. 


S. Korea police step up 
hunt for Northern spies 


Sri Lankan opposition leader 
escapes assassination bid 



Press unions and other organisations gather outside the Noticias magazine building 
in a nationwide minute of silence to demand that police solve the brutal murder of 
Noticias' news photographer Jose Luis Cabezas. The photographer, who had worked 
on reports about police corruption, was shot to death and his body burnt a month 
ago. Five suspects have been arrested but the investigating judge is also looking into 
the possibility that police officers from the province of Buenos Aires may have been 
involved in the crime (Reuter photo) 

Argentine journalists demand 
justice for newsman’s murder 


BUENOS AlRES'iR) — 
Argentine journalists held a 
rally and a minute of silence 
Tuesday to mark one month 
since the brutal murder of a 
news photographer, a crime 
that many suspect has links 
with authorities. 

A crowd of thousands inc- 
luding politicians, unionists 
and human rights groups 
rallied at the offices of news 
magazine Noticias to de- 
mand justice for the murder 
of its photographer Jose 
Luis Cabezas. Taxis and bu- 
ses stopped and church bells 
tolled in the minute's silent 
homage. 

Cabezas' charred and 
handcuffed body was found 
in a bumed-out car in the 
beach resort of Pinaniar on 
Jan. 25. The 35-year-old fa- 
ther of three had been tor- 
tured, shot in the head, 
doused with gasoline and 
burned to a skeleton. 

It was a gruesome remin- 
der of the “death squads” 
that terrorised Argentina 
before and during the mili- 
tary rule of 1976 to 1983. 
Cabezas" former colleague 


Gabriel Micchi told the 
crowd" chanting "justice, 
justice”: “this crime sym- 
bolises for all of Argentina 
the return of ghosts from the 
pasL” 

in Lima, a group of about 
20 international photogra- 
phers covering the siege at 
the residence of the Japa- 
nese ambassador to Peru al- 
so commemorated the kil- 
ling. raising their cameras 
and holding up photographs 
of Cabezas. 

A poll published in Argen- 
tina Tuesday showed 85 per 
cent thought the killers 
“have links with political 
powers” and 59 per cent 
feared it “presages a new 
wave of political violence.” 

In a damning indictment of 
the Peronist administration of 
President Carlos Menem, the 
poll in the respected financial 
daily El Cronista also showed 
more than 91 per cent believe 
“there are mafias linked with 
or protected by the govern- 
ment." 

Another poll in Clarin 
newspaper said 7 1 per cent 
thought the crime would not 


be solved. Five suspects-^ 
were being held but investi-^Tl 
gators said none of them 
were thought to be the mas- 
terminds of the crime. 

One of those arrested, 
convicted killer Margarita 
Di Tullio, alias “Pepita La 
Pistolera” I Pepita the Gun 
Girl), told Clarin from pri- 
son: “Cabezas’ killing was a 
horrendous political crime 
and they wanted a scape- 
goat with a record like 
mine, so here 1 am.” 

Investigators said they 
were also investigating 
members of the Buenos 
Aires Provincial Police in 
charge of the case. 

Noticias, the country's 
top-selling weekly news 
magazine, has uncovered 
major corruption scandals, 
including graft in the Bue- 
nos Aires provincial police. 

One theory has also linked 
the murder to a power strug- 
gle between Mr. Menem 
and Buenos Aires pro- 
vince’s Peronist Governor 
Eduardo Duhalde, who is 
campaigning to succeed Mr. 
Menem in 1999. 


7 Algerian rebels killed, 2 
girls kidnapped in Algiers 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alger- 
ian security forces have 
killed seven armed Islamic 
extremists in a neighbour- 
hood of the capital where 
two schoolgirls were kid- 
napped, the daily La Tri- 
bune reported Wednesday. 

The seven were killed in 
the Bouzareah area of 
Algiers overnight Monday 
to Tuesday, the newspaper 
said. 

The two girls, aged 16 and 
1 8. were seized outside the 
Petit-Bois High School in 
the same area, it said, with- 
out giving details on the 
number or identity of the 
kidnappers. 

“The kidnapping has 
sown disarray among citi- 
zens," the newspaper said, 
adding that "the wave of 
terrorist attacks which con- 
tinues to target the Algiers 
area is aimed mainly at 
women.” 

It said that by attacking- 
what it described as an 
"easy target.” the Islamic 
militants were aiming at a 
“psychological effect ... on 
the female sex to force them 


to wear the veil." 

A schoolgirl was killed 
last Thursday in the Casbah, 
the old bean of the city, and 
security forces carried out a 
“vast search operation” in 
the area overnight Monday 
to Tuesday. 

The newspaper said 
armed extremists were hid- 
ing out in the Casbah *s war- 
ren of winding streets. 

La Tribune said that, 
“despite the blows struck bv 
security services against 
armed groups, this new 
wave of violence shows that 
tensions persist in the capi- 
tal.” 

A series of attacks has hit 
Algiers in the past few days, 
leaving several people dead. 

Five people were found 
mutilated in die suburb of 
Frais-Vallon. while a hair- 
dresser was shot to death 
early Saturday in a marker 
place in the Bab A1 Oued 
neighbourhood. Another 
young woman suffered seri- 
ous gunshot wounds in the 
nearby Beau Fraisier region 
witnesses said. 

A few hours later two girls 


and an older woman were 
killed in Bouzareah. 

Mass killings, village 
massacres and bomb attacks 
have been frequent oc- 
curences in Algeria since 
1992 when the military- 
backed government can- 
celled the second round of 
elections the since banned 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) was poised to win. 

The militant Armed Isla- 
mic Group (GIA) over the 
weekend announced a “new 
phase" in its battle against 
authorities in a statement 
signed by its leader, Antar 
Zouabri. published in the A1 
Hayat Arab daily in Lon- 
don. 

The daily AJ Kbabar re- 
ported Tuesday that armed 
extremists had killed 18 
people, slitting the throats 
of 17 of them, at an illegal 
roadblock 400 kilometres 
southwest of the capital. 

The authorities have been 
canying out major opera- 
tions aimed at crushing the 
extremists for the last few 
weeks. 


Taleban 

- t*. 

investigate 2 
Frenchmen * 
over Islamic 
violations 

KABUL (AFP) — Two 
Frenchmen arrested by the 
Taleban authorities in Ka- 
bul are under investigation 
for committing at least six 
violations to 'Islamic Law. 
an official said Wednesday. 

"If they have not (comm- 
mitted violations) they will 
be exonerated. If they have, 
they will be dealt with 
according to Islamic Sha- 
riat," declared Attorney- 
General Mauiavi Jalilullah 
Maulawizada. 

He doubted the death ^ 
penalty would apply, as the ' 
case stood at present, but 
said further investigation 
was needed and it was up 
to the Supreme Court to 
pass the final verdict and 
punishment. 

The case against the two 
Frenchmen, employed by 
as aid workers by Action 
Contre La Faim (ACF), has 
highlighted the Taleban's 
ultra-strict enforcement of 
Islamic Law. or Shariat 

The rwo were arrested 
last Saturday when Taleban 
raided an ACF guesthouse 
where a farewell lunch for 
three female expatriate 
ACF employees was at- 
tended by ACF female 
staff. 

Although the two French- 
men were in the ACF com- 
pound. they did not attend 
the lunch but had retired to 
another building, according 
to other foreign aid work- 
ers in Kabul. 

The Taleban attorney- 
general said the alleged- 
violations by Frederic 
chel and Jose Daniel Lo- * 
rente '‘are many." and ad- 
ded that they “have admit- 
ted" to some of them. 

The first violation was 
that Afghan women had 
entered a foreigner's house 
without official permis- 
sion. 

f "We have - announced on 
radio that no foreigner can 
employ an Afghan woman 
without the authorisation 
of the Islamic state of Af- 
ghanistan or let them visit 
institutions or homes." Mr. 
Maulawizada stated. 

He said the second viola- 
tion was that the "security 
organs” should have given 
permission in advance of 
the proposed function. 

Thirdly, he said, it was a 
violation of Islamic princi- 
ples for Afghan women to 
be present with Afghan 
men who are not close fam- 
ily, apparently a reference 
to four ACF Afghan male 
staff — cooks, drivers or 
watchmen — who were 
also arrested. 

More serious offenses re--^ 
late to the fourth alleged 
violation. 

‘These women had been 
seen by the (Taleban j secu- 
rity people with uncovered 
heads and half-naked with 
their hosts,” said Mr. Mau- 
lawizada. 

The attorney-general re- 
ported that the Taleban sta- 
ted they had found the two 
Frenchmen in the same 
room as the "half-naked" 
Afghan women. 

He apparently did not 
mean that they were totally 
undressed, but had re”- 
moved their Islamic body- 
veils and due to low-cut " 
dresses had exposed some 
flesh. ’ 

“They had made their 
clothes in such a style that 
their breasts were exposed 
and naked.” Mr. Maulawi- ' 
zada explained. 

The fifth violation was 
that photographs were ta- 
ken of the Afghan women ^ 
during the lunch. i 

"Pictures are absolutely « 
forbidden to be taken, par- ■ 
icularly of women, half-na- ? 
ked women, by a stranger." f 
Mr. Maulawizada said. J 

‘Then these pictures i- 
would be taken outside (the *■ 
country) for defaming the i 
Islamic state of Afghanis- ? 
tan. These are all viola- s 
tions ” the attorney-general i 
stressed. 3 

Finally he said music was ! 
being played with both I 
Afghans and foreigners to- I 
gether, during this ACF ? 
function. ; 

“You know tha$ in 
lamic Afghanistan it i s fa! 
bidden to listen to music “ 
the attorney-general said.* 


$■ 
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Chinese President Jiang Zemin (left) consoles Zhao Lin (3rd left), widow of the late Chinese paramount leader 
Deng Xiaoping during a memorial service for Deng. Zbuo Lin is accompanied by daughters Deng Nan (2nd left), 
Deng Rong (2nd right) and Deng Lin (right) (Reuter photo) 


Yeltsin prepares comeback 
speech, premier pledges change 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, clearly intent 
on showing he has recov- 
ered from illness, ordered 
his staff Tuesday to formal- 
ly summon parliament on 
March 6. when he will pre- 
sent his annual state of the 
nation address. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, responding 
to Mr. Yeltsin's sharp criti- 
cism Monday of his govern- 
ment's performance, vowed 
to mark the president's 
speech with a major cabinet 
reshuffle. 

Mr. Yeltsin's press office, 
said he had- told his repre-.^ 
sentatives in both houses of 
parliament to have “their 
speakers summon the 
chambers on March 6 at 11 
a.m. (0800 GMT) for the 
presentation of the presi- 
dential address.” 

As usual, Mr. Yeltsin will 
address the annual joint ses- 
sion of parliament in the 
marble hall of the Grand 
Kremlin Palace, once the 
venue for Soviet Commu- 
nist Party leadership meet- 
ings. 

Mr. Yeltsin's political foes 
have said that the lengthy 
address will be a hard test 
for the 66-year-old leader 
who hud a heart bypass in 
November and went down 
with pneumonia at new 
year. 

Mr. Yeltsin's doctors have 
said the president would be 
fit by March 6 to srand up to 
the ceremony. 

His return to work after 
months of absence has been 
overshadowed by growing 
economic and social crisis 


in the country and fresh 
clashes among top Kremlin 
officials. 

Mr. Yeltsin told Mr. 
Chernomyrdin Monday that 
the failure of his cabinet to 
solve the problem of wage 
and pension delays had led 
to a loss of support for the 
president among ordinary 
Russians, and urged the pre- 
mier to change some figures 
in the government. 

His spokesman later said 
the premier would not be 
sacked. 

“We are preparing (cabi- 
net changes), they will not 
only be cosmetic. We are 
talking of...a deepening of 
economic reforms.” Mr. 
Chernomyrdin said Tues- 
day. He said the changes 
would not alter the direction 
of reforms, but would speed 
them up. 

Cabinet spokesman Igor 
Shabdurasulov said the 
government changes could 
be announced on March 6 
after Mr. Yeltsin's address. 

Non-payment of wages 
and pensions is one major 
reason for the government's 
unpopularity. Locked in a 
web of debt, many firms say 
they cannot pay their work- 
ers because their suppliers 
do not pay them on time. 

The International Moneta- 
ry Fund (IMF) is bankrolling 
reforms with a S10 billion 
three-year loan, but Tuesday 
it said it was not yet ready to 
hand over more cash. 

The IMF is worried about 
low lax revenues and delays 
in restructuring Soviet-era 
industrial plants. 

Communist Party leader 


Gennady Zyuganov, who 
lost to Mr. Yeltsin in last 
July's presidential election, 
said Tuesday that reshuf- 
fling ministers would not 
address Russia's real prob- 
lems. 

"We insist on a govern- 
ment of popular trust,” he 
told reporters, suggesting 
that opposition figures 
should be brought into the 
cabinet. 

On his return, Mr. Yeltsin 
will also have to start mak- 
ing good on his election 
campaign pledge to reform 
Russia’s massive but deteri- 
orating cold war-era armed 
forces. 

Reform has been stalled 
by the tug-of-war between 
Defence Minister Igor Ro- 
dionov and the civilian sec- 
retary’ of the Kremlin De- 
fence Council. Yuri Batu- 
rin. over who takes charge 
of change. 

Gen. Rodionov openly 
blasted Mr. Baturin Sunday 
for neglecting the views of 
the military and said the re- 
form plan promoted by the 
Defence Council was harm- 
ful for national security. 

Gen. Rodionov has made 
clear that there was next to 
no chance of compromise 
between his vision of the 
2 1st century Russian army 
and that of Mr. Baturin. His 
statement prompted ru- 
mours that the straight-talk- 
ing defence minister could 
go in the reshuffle! 

But Interfax News Agen- 
cy quoted Mr. Yeltsin's 
spokesman as saying there 
were no plans to replace 
Gen. Rodionov. 


Russia and Norway disagree on 
NATO’s eastward enlargement 


O (R) — Russian 
ign Minister Yevge- 
rimakov has reiter- 
that Moscow firmly 
sed NATO plans to 
ind eastwards to 
de some former 
bers of the defunct 
saw’ Pact. 

[ Norwegian Prime 
ster Thorbjoera 
ind. whose country 
■ only North Atlantic 
tv * Organisation 
rbl member to 
; a land frontier 
Russia, said NATO 
■gement could not be 
ved from the Euro- 
security agenda. 

;y were talking to 
•ters after a 45-mi- 
meeting that 
ped up Mr. Prinia- 
two-day official 
to Oslo. He was due 
ivc for Copenhagen 
in the day. 
Primakov and Mr. 
nd said they also 
ssed environmental 
industrial coopera- 
between the two 
tries in the Arctic, 
e Norway shares a 
jlometre border 


with Russia. 

The Russian minister 
said .Arctic cooperation 
between Moscow and 
Oslo could serve as an 
example for other coun- 
tries. But. on the ques- 
tion of NATO enlarge- 
ment, he differed with 
Mr. Jagland. 

Mr. Primakov, speak- 
ing in Russian, said en- 
largement “would upset 
relations both as regards 
the military and geopo- 
litical situation because 
we fear new dividing 
lines will emerge in 
Europe. 

“We have no talks on 
the expansion of NATO 
but we have talks on how 
to shape our relations,” 
said Mr. Primakov, who 
on Monday briefed Nor- 
wegian leaders on his 
discussions Sunday in 
Brussels with NATO 
Secretary-General Ja- 
vier Solana. 

Mr. Primakov told re- 
porters in Oslo Monday 
that Moscow and NATO 
had made progress on a 
binding document guid- 
ing relations between the 


former cold war foes. 

Mr. Jagland, comment- 
ing on the Russian 
stance, said “these things 
hang together. The en- 
largement issue has been 
put on the agenda by 
NATO. You cannot 
remove it 

“But you can arrange 
this so that Russia gets a 
share in developments in 
Europe and we can talk 
about all these questions 
linked to the new securi- 
ty problems within the 
charter now being 
worked out” 

“We look positively on 
the signals that have 
come.” Mr Jagland said. 
“I hope we can solve this 
so that NATO can ex- 
pand and Russia can be 
an active partner in Eu- 
ropean security policy.” 

NATO sources say any 
final NATO-Russia docu- 
ment on post-cold war 
relations could be en- 
dorsed by heads or state 
and government at a sum- 
mit in Madrid in July at 
which NATO will invite 
some former Warsaw Pact 
States to join the alliance. 


Tajik 
troops 
close in on 
warlords’ 
forces 

MOSCOW (AFP)— Tajik 
government troops Wed- 
nesday closed in on gun- 
men loyal to the Sadirov 
brothers, who took 16 peo- 
ple including eight U.N. 
workers hostage earlier 
this month, a Tajik presi- 
dential spokesman told 
Interfax News- Agency. 

The spokesman. Zafar 
Saidov, said some of the 
gunmen had been killed 
and some arrested in the 
operation in Dzhavoni, a 
village 85 kilometres east 
of the capital Dushanbe. 

"The Enrirk area has 
been brought under con- 
trol,” Mr. Saidov said, ad- 
ding that checkpoints had 
been set up by government 
troops. 

“The operation to detain 
or liquidate the armed 
group is continuing.” he 
said. 

On Tuesday. Kassira Is- 
matov. an Islamic opposi- 
tion commander, said at 
least 25 people had died in 
fighting between the oppo- 
sition and the Sadirov bro- 
thers' forces around Kofar- 
nikhon, 20 kilometres east 
of Dushanbe. 

The Sadirov brothers 
were once allies of the Is- 
lamic opposition, but in re- 
cent months the warlords, 
operating in the foothills of 
the Pamir Mountains, ap- 
peared to be acting inde- 
pendently. 

Bakhrom Sadirov took 
16 hostages two weeks ago 
to demand that his brother 
Rizvon Sadirov and his 
men be allowed to travel 
from neighbouring Afgha- 
nistan to join him. 

The captives were freed 
in stages, the last among 
them on Feb. 17. after Pre- 
sident Emomali Rakhmo- 
nov intervened. 

Bakhrom Sadirov ob- 
tained weapons and the re- 
turn of 33 of his followers 
from Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile. Tajik go- 
vernment and opposition 
officials were set to begin 
a new round of peace talks 
in Moscow Wednesday af- 
ternoon. 

Mr. Saidov. quoted by 
Interfax, said both sides 
planned to discuss political 
issues, including the legal- 
isation of political parties 
and opposition media. 

Speaking to government 
delegates before their de- 
parture, Mr. Rakhmonov 
said he hoped protocols on 
political and military is- 
sues would be signed at the 
talks. 

A prev ious round of talks 
ended in Tehran on Feb. 19 
with no tangible results, 
according to well-in- 
formed sources. 


China starts life after Deng; 
bombings reported in west 


BEUING (R) — One week 
after the death of paramount 
leader Deng Xiaoping. Chi- 
nese raced Wednesday to 
obey his call to “enrich 
yourselves” but Haws ap- 
peared in his legacy with 
deadly bombings in a Mus- 
lim minority' region . 

Traffic jams snarled the 
streets of the capital, Bei- 
jing. as businesses worked 
overtime to catch up- on op- 
portunities delayed or 
missed while the nation 
slowed to mark six days of 
mourning for Deng, who 
died last Wednesday at 92. 

“It's just been impossible 
the last few days,” said one 
Beijing businesswoman. 
“Everyone has been watch- 
ing television or out of their 
offices because of the mour- 
ning for Deng Xiaoping. 

“But things are more nor- 
mal today,” she said. “Peo- 
ple are starring to answer 
their telephones.” 

Deng’s successor as lea- 
der of 1.2 billion Chinese, 
Communist Party chief and 
stale President Jiang Zemin, 
moved swiftly to assert 
himself a day after Chinese 
from the desens of Central 
Asia to booming east coast 
cities said farewell to the 


man who transformed Chi- 
na, 

A photograph of Mr. Jiang 
reading the eulogy to Chi- 
na's last strongman from the 
generation of Mao Tsetong 
revolutionaries dominated 
the front page of the Peo- 
ple’s Daily, dwarfing a pic- 
ture of his deceased patron. 

An editorial praised Deng 
for ensuring a smooth suc- 
cession process and hailed 
Mr. Jiang as a “loyal, reli- 
able, enterprising, and pro- 
mising successor to the 
great cause... pioneered by 
comrade Deng Xiaoping. " 

Mr. Jiang had “lived up to 
the people's great trust and 
ex pecrations,” it said. 

But signs of cracks in the 
unity that Mr. Jiang has pre- 
:>ented as Deng’s legacy ap- 
peared within hours of 
Tuesday’s memorial rites 
when a string of carefully 
timed bombings rocked the 
mainly Muslim city of 
Urumqi in western China. 

Three time-bombs planted 
on buses blew up in rapid 
succession, killing at least 
seven people, wounding 60 
and shattering the nation's 
calm in the delicate after- 
math of Deng's death. 

Officials said they suspec- 


ted that Muslim separatists 
in the region populated 
mainly by ethnic Uighurs 
could be responsible and 
said the timing of the at- 
tacks. on the day of Deng’s 
memorial rites in far-off 
Beijing, was no coinci- 
dence. 

The anacks could not 
have come at a worse time 
for Mr. Jiang as he finds 
himself centre-stage and 
without a protector for the 
first time in the seven years 
since Deng plucked him 
from a regional party posi- 
tion to lead China into the 
21st century. 

Diplomats say Mr. Jiang 
needs to convince his peo- 
ple that he is in charge and 
can overcome attacks from 
pretenders to the "mandate 
of heaven.” proving he can 
control this vasL disparate 
nation. 

They questioned whether 
Jiang had the ability to 
maintain the delicate bal- 
ance Deng was able to bro- 
ker between capitalist-style 
reforms and Communist 
control, and among party 
functionaries hungry' for po- 
wer. 

Mr. Jiang, who holds Chi- 
na's three top jobs — party 


chief, state president and 
armed forces commander- 
in-chief — has already tried 
to win the backing of the 
three- mil lion-strong Peo- 

ple’s Liberation Army with 
promises of modernisation. 

Analysus say the support 
of the military h essential 
for the survival of Mr. 
Jiang, who lacks his late 
patron's revolutionary pedi- 
gree. 

With farewell rites com- 
pleted for the veteran 
strongman. Mr. Jiang stands 
unprotected in the cut-throat 
world of Chinese politics 
and. diplomats said, he has 
yet to prove whether he is a 
dragon like his late protec- 
tor or merely a paper tiger. 

“We will have to see if the 
tiger is one of paper — or 
not.” said one Western dip- 
lomat Tuesday. 

Mr. Jiang. 70 and bom in 
the Chinese Year of the Ti- 
ger. emerged last week with 
the death of Deng from un- 
der the vast shadow cast by 
the diminutive revolur ion- 
ary who was born in the 
most auspicious of China's 
lunar calendar years — the 
Dragon. 


U.S. envoy calls for early Albanian elections 


TIRANA (R) — The U.S. 
ambassador in Tirana, ex- 
pressing growing concern 
over recent unrest in Al- 
bania. has urged President 
Salt Berisha's government 
to draft a new constitution 
and call early elections. 

Ambassador Marisa Lino 
told the independent daily 
Koha Jone that the United 
States and Europe had 
adopted a similar position 
towards Albania and called 
for political parties to begin 
a serious dialogue over the 
Balkan state's ftiture. 

“I do not see any main dif- 
ferences in oar stands ” Ms. 
Lino tolcf .'them fcwspaper ifr 
an interview published 
Wednesday. “There exists 


?at concern for what has 
Ihappened after the collapse 
tof the Pyramid schemes.” 

Albania has been hit by a 
v 'ave of violent protesrs 
s nee a number of fraudu- 
1c at Pyramid investment 
sri hemes collapsed last 
month, unable to repay hun- 
dreds of thousands of cus- 
tomers who had ploughed 
tHtf.ir savings into the high- 
yit lcL high-risk schemes." 

Iin Washington, the State 
Department said Tuesday it 
was “deeply concerned” 
about growing disorder in 
Alb.ania over the financial 
scandal and called on pro-, 
testers and ‘darhyrittes to : 
refrain from ''further vio- 
lence-. 


“The process of compiling 
a new constitution would 
lay the basis for fresh elec- 
tions. which is what we 
have been saying during the 
past nine months.” Ms. Lino 
said. 

She said the United States 
had not changed its attitude 
towards last May’s general 
election, which it consid- 
ered was “seriously manip- 
ulated." 

Most foreign diplomats in 
Tirana attended the first ses- 
sion of the new .Albanian 
parliament last July but the 
United States pointedly 
stayed away. 

. Msi'Lino said she had no 
immediate plans to attend 
parliament next week for vot- 


ing 10 elect a president. Mr. 
Berisha is widely expected to 
be given a new five-year 
mandate as the assembly is 
dominated by his right-wing 
Democratic Party. 

The European Union 
Monday offered Albania 
help to get its economy and 
financial institutions in or- 
der. but only if Tirana 
worked closely with the In- 
ternational Monetary' Fund 
and other world bodies. 

Foreign ministers from 
the 15-nation bloc backed 
moves by the European 
Commission to give money 
and technical assistance to 
•Albania: 'bul insisted the 
government stick to democ- 
ratic principles. 


Pakistan gets cabinet , but defence post left open 


ISLAMABAD (.R) — Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif, thrust to power in Feb. 3 elections, named a small 
cabinet Wednesday but left the key defence post unfilled. 

Mr. Sharif, 47, who has pledged to .restrict the size of the 
cabinet to show his government's commitment to austeriry, 
gave other important ministries to stal wans of his Pakistan 
Muslim League (PML), most of thenn from the populous 
province of Punjab. 

The religious Jamaat-i-Islami Party, .which boycotted the 
elections, criticised what it saw as t regional bias. "The 
prime minister has ignored smaller pro vinces. This is a big 
mistake," the parry's deputy leader. Glhafoor Ahmad, told 
Reuters. 

Six full ministers and a minister of s late were sworn in 
Tuesday night by President Farooq Legihari, but their port- 
folios were not announced until the early hours of 
Wednesday. 

PML Secretary-General Sartaj Aziz »Lvas made finance 
minister, the post he held in the last Slnarif cabinet from 
1990 to 1993. \ 

Former National Assembly Speaker Cuohar Ayub Khan 
became foreign minister and Punjab Pi ML chief Shujaat 
Hussain returned to the Interior Ministry where he served 
previously under Mr. Sharif. 

Ishaq Dar. a new face, took the Comme rce Ministry, and 
Nisar AJi the Water and Power Minis, Lry, while Abidu 
Hussain, a former ambassador to the Unit ed States and the 
only woman in the cabinet, was given! the Population 
Welfare Ministry. 1 

The new ministers were also put in charge of other min- 
istries until the cabinet is expanded. 

A little-known National Assembly depji 
Asghar Ali Shah, was named minister of s tate for housing 
and works. I 

PML information secretary Mushahidj Hussain was 
appointed the prime minister’s adviser on information and 
media development. 

Mr. Sharif did not name a defence minisi 
ministers who will sit with top generals on tl 
ed Council for Defence and National Secu 
Leghari. 

Mr. Sharif said ministers to be appoime 
include representatives from his ally, the lei 
National Party, and the Karachi-based e 
National Movement. 

The announcement created no stir on the 
Exchange, where the 100-share index edgedl 


jUty from Sind, 


,er, one of four 
te newly crear- 
rity under Mr. 

d later would 
t-wing Avvami 
thnic Mohajir 

Karachi Stock 
0.07 per cent 


Cambodia’s King 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia's King Norodom 
Sihanouk wants to abdicate 
his throne and become a 
common citizen but is wor- 
ried that doing so may 
thrust his country into grea- 
ter turmoil. 

However, he reiterated in 
his monthly bulletin pub- 
lished Wednesday that he 
does not want to return to 
political life and said that 
even if he stood down 
before scheduled national 
elections in 1998, he would 
□ever stand as a candidate 
for office from any party. 

The 74-year-old monarch 


down to 1,742 points on profit-taking after recent gains. 

"The new cabinet is more or less in line with expecta- 
tions," sajd Sameer Ahmad of Ing Baring. "Aziz's inclusion 
will be taken as positive as it confirms market expectations 
that Sharif's government will do better at managing the 
economy." 

Mr. Sharif met businessmen Wednesday to outline an eco- 
nomic strategy of self-reliance, emphasising the importance 
of export-led growth to solve the balance of payments prob- 
lem. 

Mr. Sharif, an industrialist offered to cut taxes if busi- 
nessmen promised not to evade them and said he would put 
“blind faith" in their assurances if they reciprocated. 

Only about a million of Pakistan's more than 131 million 
people pay direct taxes. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan's new foreign minister has called 
for India to show a positive attitude over the simmering 
Kashmir dispute, press reports said Wednesday. 

If Arabs and Israel could reach a peaceful solution to their 
dispute, then India and Pakistan can also resolve the 
Kashmir problem through dialogue, he told reporters after 
being sworn in. 

“We expect a positive attitude from the Indian side in this 
regard." Mr. Gohar Ayub said., calling for a negotiated solu- 
tion on the basis of a U.N. resolution which called for a 
plebiscite in the disputed territory. 

The Nation daily quoted the minister as saving he would 
make efforts to have good relations with India. The two 
countries both claim Kashmir and have fought two wars 
over Kashmir since 1947. 

“Relations with India will be no more of the same nature. 
We will have to normalise these relations." he said accord- 
ing to the newspaper. 

Accusing former Premier Bhutto of mishandling foreign 
policy, he said Pakistan had been "badly isolated” during 
the previous government. 

Stressing that his ministry needed to be revamped. Mr. 
Ayub Khan said the ministry under Ms. Bhutto had become 
an organisation for arranging foreign lours for rulers rather 
than protecting the national interest, the daily said. 

Ms. Bhuno. who was ousted by President Farooq Ahmad 
Leghari in November had reportedly visited some 50 coun- 
tries in her three-year era. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif offered to hold talks with 
India on Kachmir soon after his Pakistan Muslim League 
swept the Feb. 3 general election. He said he wanted to pro- 
mote trade with India. 


Sihanouk wants to abdicate 


made his intentions known 
in a bulletin i Pleased by the 
palace just hours after he 
left Cambod ia Wednesday 
for medical examinations in 
China. 

"I am seriously envisag- 
ing abdica^ ing without 
intending to go to live in 
another country” the king 
said in an interview with a 
team from the bulletin. 

“But my problem is two- 
fold. First, how do I abdi- 
cate without people blaming 
me for what will go wrong 
in Cambodia and without 
people accusing me of wan- 
ting to involve mvself in the 


political life of the country? 

Then, once I have 
stepped down, could I live 
peacefully in the middle of 
our motherland and close to 
those who love me and who 
have asked me to no longer 
‘flee abroad’ ‘leaving them 
orphans’?" 

But he said he would not 
succumb to the wishes of 
people who want him to re- 
sume a political role. 

”1 will never present my- 
self for the 1998 legislative 
elections and it will never 
be a question for me to 
resuscitate (my old party) or 
found a new political party.” 


he said. 

The king, apparently dis- 
heartened by a growing 
trend toward republicanism 
and the constant political 
tension and rivalry- between 
his country's rwo main poli- 
tical parties, said the days of 
the Cambodian monarchy 
were limited. 

“My days and those of the 
Khmer monarchy are num- 
bered and this despite the 
fact that the majority of our 
people and our monks are 
still extremely attached to 
me personally." the king 
said. 
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Israel drawing battle line 

AS THE political battle for Jerusalem reaches a 
fever pitch ahead of the final status talks, which 
are scheduled to start soon, Jordan has joined 
the Palestinians and other Arab and Muslim 
countries in sounding the alarm over Israeli 
attempts to predetermine the future of the city 
before these negotiations even start. Jordan's 
rejection of Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s and his government’s resolution to 
go ahead with building in the Abu Ghueim area in 
East Jerusalem is no more evident than in the 
strongly-worded letter His Majesty King 
Hussein sent to the Israeli leader on Wednesday 
and the decision by HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
to put off a planned visit to Israel. The Kingdom 
cannot continue conducting business as usual 
with Israel while it rejects reason and risks tak- 
ing the whole region back onto the path of vio- 
lence, extremism and war. 

Despite moves by the Palestinian leadership 
towards a compromise solution on Jerusalem, the 
Israeli government seems determined to cross 
every red line concerning the future of the city. 
The top aide to Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, 
Mahmoud Abbas, said a few days ago that the 
Palestinians are prepared to accept a united 
Jerusalem with no walls separating Arabs in the 
east from Israelis in the west on condition that an 
administratively united Jerusalem not prohibit 
the Palestinians from establishing their capital in 
the Arab side. This position conforms to that of 
the U.S., Mr. Abbas continued, since Washington 
rules out the division of the city and refuses to for- 
mally accept Its annexation by Israel. 

In its determined effort to make the whole of 
Jerusalem its exclusive capital and deny Arab 
rights in it. however, Israel has been pursuing all 
sorts of policies that run contrary to internation- 
al law. These include the systematic and deliber- 
ate discrimination against the Palestinian popula- 
tion in Jerusalem, the methodical creation of a 
demographic verity in favour of the Jewish pop- 
ulation, the choking of urban development for the 
Palestinians, the expropriation of 100,000 dunums 
of Arab land in the Jerusalem area since 1967 on 
which about 40,000 housing units have been con- 
structed to accommodate Jewish residents. About 
88 per cent of all new dwellings in Jerusalem were 
devoted to Jews even though the Arab population 
constitutes about 30 per cent of the total popula- 
tion. The problems can only worsen when con- 
struction on Jabal Abu Gbneim takes place. 

Urgently needed, therefore, is an arrangement 
for Jerusalem that would resolve the conflicting 
positions of the Arab and Israeli sides by granting 
the Arabs their legitimate rights but without hav- 
ing the city split in half. It is doubtful though that 
the two sides can find a middle road without the 
Intervention of the sponsors of the peace process. 
The major players must be prepared to draw up 
alternative solutions to the city in a bid to help the 
principal parties untangle the knots. In the con- 
text of peace and coexistence between the Jews 
and the Arabs, there is no reason why the aspira- 
tions of the two sides cannot be reconciled. 

But in order to save the day the main thrust of 
any new international effort must be to halt all 
actions by Israel to predetermine the outcome of 
the final status talks or enforce irrevocable mea- 
sures. If Israel continues to aim to single-handed- 
ly determine the future of the city, there will be 
nothing left to negotiate. Without the resolution of 
the new crisis over the city, the peace regime in 
the region would suffer immeasurably. The 
wound that would be left in the event the Israeli 
government rebuffs all calls for fair play will most 
certainly fester and in the future explode. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i Wednesday expressed dismay at the Arab 
countries' behaviour with regard to Israel’s practices in the occupied 
Arab territories, saying that besides remaining disunited and in dis- 
array. they plead with the Israelis to stop their aggression and with 
the European and Americans to help them end the Israeli aggression 
and occupation of their lands. How can the world believe the Arabs 
when they appeal for help against Israel’s atrocities, when Arab states 
maintain diplomatic and trade links with the Jewish state and wel- 
come Israeli leaden;, asked Ibrahim Absi. He said the Arabs.- in gen- 
eral. and the Palestinians, in particular, arc wasting their time by 
resorting to foreign countries for help because foreign nations would 
not offer aid as long as the Arabs themselves continue their hostili- 
ties against one another. The Arabs realise too well that Israel scoffs 
at Arab behaviour and at Arab appeal to the Israeli leaders to halt 
aggression, the seizure of Arab lands and the construction of Jewish 
settlements because the Jewish state realises that the Arabs arc not in 
a position to impose a change on its settlements programmes, said 
(he writer. How can we secure solidarity from the European nations 
at a time when we have deep differences with one another, he asked. 
The writer said it Is indeed frustrating to see the Israelis totally disre- 
garding the Arab feelings at a time when Arab states have conclud- 
ed peace treaties with the Jewish state or opened and continue to 
open offices for Israel's trade missions in the Arab World The Arabs, 
added the writer, should rally their ranks and decide, once and for all. 
whether to attain peace for the exchange of land or reimpose total 
boycott of Israel and an end to all links with the Jewish state until that 
goal has twen achieved 
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Truths and assumptions in the world of education 


IN THE world of education, just as i/n life in general, we 
assume a Iol Naturally, some of these assumptions turn out 
ro be apt. perceptive and correct. Some, however, turn out to 
be either inaccurate or totally false. 

The other day. 1 was browsing through the library and found 
a book about higher education in /America, “Vision and 
Purpose in Higher Education.” The book, published by the 
American Council on Education, was written in the sixties, 
which was a crucial decade in American education, a decade 
in which many assumptions were subjected to meticulous 
scrutiny and many radical changes were introduced. 

In many ways, the decade of the/sixties in America bears 
striking similarities to the nineties /in our part of the world, 
especially when it comes to education. Many of the questions 
we have been raising with respect to educational reform 
(since the late eighties in particular) were raised and debated 
at length in the sixties. In addition 1 the sixties in America was 
a time when young men and women started joining the uni- 
versities in large numbers. This is/tme in our part of the world 
also, as evident from the rapid increase of the number of stu- 
dents enrolled at our universities during the past decade and 
the rapid increase in the number/ of universities themselves. 

One interesting chapter in the book introduces and rejects 
three important assumptions winch many of us still ascribe to 
and cherish. The first h»as to do with the complex relationship 
between quality and quantity. /The assumption among many, 
in the America of the sixties aiid in our society today, is that 


quality and quantity cainnot gi 
ity and quantity, like oi.l and i 
to this assumption, the largdl 
and the larger the classes, the 


(i together: “In education, qual- 
ivater, do not mix.” According 
■ the educational institution is, 
less outstanding the quality of 


the product (the students) is.rWe can choose to educate a few 
people exceedingly well ior to educate a larger number some- 
what less well, but we e;mijot do both. And, since we cannot 
do both, we must concei itrate our energies and out resources 
on the education of an intellectual elite.” 

In our part of the work J. I have heard this same line of argu- 
ment from many people '.As has just been prefaced, many of 
our higher-education institution, and many of our classes, are 
large. The complaint Ave hear often, from teachers and 
administrators alike, is: -Mow can you expect me to give you 


the quality you want when I have so many students to teach? 
Give me fewer students, they go on, and I give you Harvard- 
calibre students. 

The book proves such perception to be inaccurate and false. 
While recognising size as a factor to be taken into account it 
ascribes the greater weight when it comes to the distinction 
and excellence of an institution not to its size, but to the qual- 
ity of teaching or instruction. “It is as easy to get poor teach- 
ing in a small institution as it is to get it in a large one." 
Rather than seeking a low teacher-student ratio, the educa- 
tional institution should devote its efforts to recruiting able 
teaching faculty members or upgrading the skills of its exist- 
ing teaching staff. Inspiring teachers inspire excellence no 
matter what. I believe that there is a great deal of truth in this. 

The second assumption has to do with what we often refer 
to ambiguously and loosely as students’ “intelligence” or 
“ability.” Such assumption is also widespread in our part of 
the world. Many of us. and most of the time on the basis of 
scholastic achievement alone, draw lines between good stu- 
dents and bad students, students with outstanding abilities 
and those with poor abilities, bright students and average stu- 
dents, etc. “The most dangerous of all of these prejudices... 
is the one that equates quality in education with the IQ of the 
student — the brighter the student, the better the education.” 

Such an assumption is false for two reasons. The first is. as 
we have come to realise over the years, that all students are 
outstanding, but in different ways. There is probably no one 
on earth who is excelling in everything, but each has the 
potential to excel in one or more things. 

The other day, I was talking to some of our students in 
Arabic. I usually speak with them in English in the lecture 
hall. Among them was a student whose English is generally 
below average. When he spoke in Arabic, he was very 
impressive, profound and “intelligent.” Had I judged his 
character on the basis of his performance in English, I would 
have thought him to be simple-minded and shallow. 

Excellent education then is that which caters to the various 
needs of the students, that which recognises individual differ- 
ences and which attempts to bring out the best in each stu- 
dent. This can be done even in large classes, as long as we 
realise the need for us as teachers and institutions to devise 


ways and approaches and diversify our methods of commu- 
nication with the aim of reaching out not to the “ideal H stu- 
dent in the class (i.e. the abstract image in our heads of what 
an excelling student is) but the ideal in each and every stu- 
dent. 

The second reason is that excellence is not measured on the 
basis of the student's innate qualities but on the basis of the 
progress he/she makes. Most often, we evaluate our students 
on the basis of their abilities and the performance which live 
up to our expectations at a particular moment. We rarely take 
the student's case history > nto amount- We rarely measure the 
progress and the development he/she has made over time. 
“Quality in education roust surely be measured by the stu- 
dent’s progress, rather than by his inherent intellectual equip- 
ment" Good education then is education which facilitates 
progress in a student’s performance and good evaluation is 
evaluation which measures such progress accurately, It is no 
secret that many teachers, at the school and university levels, 
form judgements about their students’ abilities and intelli- 
gence early on and stick to such judgements adamantly. By 
doing this, they not only affect the student's psyche negative- 
ly but obstruct and block any progress that he/she may make. 
This is bad. 

The third assumption is that the public school is necessari- 
ly inferior to the private school. Such (mis Conception is 
widespread in our society. This may be true to an extent, and 
there are reasons to justify it at this point in time. However, 
on the basis of what we have said under the first and second 
assumptions (that large institutions can be excelling and that 
all individuals have the potential to excel), this should not be 
necessarily the case. A change of attitude is required here. If 
we think in our heart of hearts that our public institutions are 
inferior to the private ones, then they will be inferior. If. on 
the other hand, we believe that they can be equal or even bet- 
ter. then we will do our best to make such a conception come 
true. 

Assumptions can be false, especially when, as in the world 
of education, we deal with a human commodity. Student* are 
complex, rich and dynamic beings who surprise you in ways 
you may never anticipate. Let’s test our assumptions every 
once in a while, rigorously and meticulously. 


Unadorned detail: Gaza after Oslo 


a checkpoint 
J996, when I 
re atmosphere 
je cause it was 
I series of sui- 


By Dr. Clare Brandatjiur 

DM THE Jordan Timesf, Feb. 
23. Edward Said recomi nends 
that we inform ourselve/s of the 
actual conditions of life for the 
Palestinians at this stag lj of the 
“peace" process, “un adorned 
and in the greatest deu Jl." and 
to speak out about the : J suffer- 
ing in the loudest possible 
voice. Accordingly. / having 
visited Gaza during 1 1 je recent 
semester break. I wis H to share 
my impressions. J 

The most appalling /aspect of 
the Gaza scene is its. /isolation. 
I kept encountering Hhe devas- 
tation wrought at nijiny levels 
of life by the restrictions on 
travel. Because there are no 
buses (except for tree IDF and 
the Thai workers) And no reg- 
ular service law is. it is 
extremely expensive to get to 
Gaza and back, certainly from 
the bridge and. I ‘.Aspect, from 
everywhere else. I 

One notable c mange struck 
me at the Ere a checkpoint 
itself: last April 1996. when I 
entered Gaza, lire atmosphere 
was very tense 'Because it was 
shortly after chi J series of sui- 
cide bus bor nbings which 
resulted in a j ro longed total 
closure of Ga z.a. At that time, 
there were thnse checkpoints, 
two Israeli I and one 
Palestinian. Since 1 was the 
only person f q»r hundreds of 
yards, I was njware of only a 
single track Ipr entry at the 
second Israeli (checkpoint. My 
luggage was -parched minute- 
ly. and I was (Questioned exten- 
sively about jmy reasons for 
entering Gaza. When I told the 
Israeli soldiert that I was look- 
ing into a teaching position 
with Revere nd Dabbagh of the 
Middle East Council of 
Churches, h fe asked quizzically 
if I was a re Jigious woman. Oh 
yes. I replied. if we don't 
believe in God we're in big 
trouble. He: replied very seri- 
ously: “Even if we believe in 
God we're in big trouble." 
This struck me as so ironic and 
so incongruous that I had to 
exercise sjreat self-control to 
keep from laughing hysterical- 
ly, or alternatively engaging 
him in a c heoiogicai discourse 
which cou Id have had only one 
result: his! refusing to let me 
enter Gazti. 

Long ajjo I had tattooed in 
invisible i,nk across my fore- 
head: “Pniiceed with caution: 
the consciousness you raise 
may be yoJjr own." What self 
control! I was dying to tell him 
about the Block of Samuel and 
how I regaj/id Israel as a crimi- 
nal settler j state, worse than 
SouLh AfriJ.-a at the worst of its 
apartheid jpasL “Aren't you 
ashamed?"; I wonted to ask 
him. As it was I picked up my 
authorisation, all stamped and 
validated, and just as 1 turned 
away, bitirag my tongue, he 
said: “Good luck with the 
Bishop,” ’.vhich really almost 
cracked trie up. “Thank you 
very much.” 1 muttered. But I 
would like to have talked to 


him: he seemed troubled by 
his position, unlike most of the 
arrogant or bored IDF func- 
tionaries 1 encountered. 

This time, towards the end of 
Ramadan, in 1997, there were 
many vehicles in the parking 
lot and a few more people in 
evidence. At the second Israeli 
checkpoint, I was directed to a 
“VIP” entrance where my lug- 
gage was X-rayed but not 
searched and my entry was 
very quick. However, as I 
looked across at the other, 
non- VIP entrance. I caught a 
glimpse of a Palestinian 
woman in traditional dress 
standing over three or four 
suitcases which had been ran- 
sacked, the clothing and other 
belongings scattered in a 
chaotic pile at her feet, her 
arms lifted in a gesture of dis- 
may. The Israelis do not con- 
sider Palestinians VIPs. 

When I was leaving Gaza six 
days later, I decided to try to 
catch a ride with any VIP who 
was leaving. I stopped by the 
Mama House Hotel to ask 
whether there might be a for- 
eign press delegation or any- 
one travelling back to 
Jerusalem or to the bridge. It 
seemed logical on this, the day 
after the meeting between 
Arafat and Netanyahu on the 
9th — postponed from several 
days earlier because of the 
helicopter crash. There was 
not a car in the hotel parking 
lot and not a soul in the lobby; 
except for Aliya Shawwah — 
she was alone. She seemed 
gloomy, not her usual hos- 
pitable self. 

From there I went to see 
Constantine Dabbagh. He too 
was alone but he seemed 
delighted to see us. invited us 
for coffee, and was most forth- 
coming about the situation. 
From him I learned more 
about the long-term effects of 
the closure of Gaza. There are 
students from Gaza who grad- 
uated from A1 Najah. in 
Nablus, four years ago and 
have not been able to return to 
their families. Of course this is 
true for those who graduated 
later as well: and there are 
many students who should be 
going from Gaza to Nablus, to 
Birzeit or to Bethlehem but 
who cannot get authorisation 
to leave Gaza to go study. 
Bishop Dabbagh himself has a 
daughter who has been study- 
ing at Bethlehem University 
for one year and they have not 
seen her in that time. I men- 
tioned Father Michael Prior, 
now on sabbatical and teach- 
ing at Bethlehem University. 
Bishop Dabbagh had not met 
him — had not heard of him. I 
mentioned the Jerusalem Day 
conference that I had attended 
in Amman last October, at 
which Father Prior, Dr. 
Thomas Thompson, John 
Quigley and many others 
spoke. He did not know about 
that either. I used to think that 
when Americans and other 
activists go to Jerusalem, they 
also visit Gaza. Now. it seems. 


if that used to be the case, it is 
no longer because it is just too 
difficult to get to Gaza. 

On the health side the effects 
are also drastic. One resident 
of a camp I met needs eye 
suigery — he has had a tiny 
piece of a child's fingernail 
lodged in his eyeball for 
months, yet he cannot get a 
permit to go to Jerusalem for 
treatment and he is fearful of 
having it done in Gaza. His 
baby daughter has a ‘congenital 
eye problem: 1 ’hfep’ ngflt eye 
deviates inward and cannot 
focus. This may be fairly sim- 
ple to correct, but they cannot 
get a permit to take her to 
Jerusalem. Her whole person- 
ality and learning process is no 
doubt suffering, and I was told 
that she is one of hundreds of 
people who need such medical 
treatment and cannot obtain it 
because they cannot travel. It 
is now necessary to get per- 
mits from both the PNA and 
the Israelis to travel, a double 
bind. 

For purposes of study, 
research or communication, 
the effects of travel restrictions 
are also extremely negative. 
One student I met wants to 
submit a research paper for a 
Fulbright project on democra- 
cy, centred in Ramallah. He 
cannot go to Ramallah to con- 
fer with the staff. A recent 
issue of Journal of Palestine 
Studies (JPS) carried a splen- 
did article about the problems 
involved in the democratisa- 
rion of the Palestinian commu- 
nity by a professor on the staff 
of Al Najah University. The 
student would like to visit him 
to get information and materi- 
als, but he cannot travel. 

I had been informed at the 
Palestine embassy in Amman 
that there are now buses 
between the bridge and Gaza 
for Palestinians. It turns out 
that you have to ask for a trav- 
el permit far in advance, then, 
if you are selected (it might be 
days or weeks later or never.), 
you have to watch for your 
number [o be flashed on the 
TV screen the night before you 
are authorised to take a seat on 
a bus from Gaza to the bridge. 
One of my colleagues at Al 
Isra University is from Khan 
Younts. I had hoped to travel 
with him between semesters, 
partly because I needed help 
carrying two large suitcases of 
clothing and other supplies 
which 1 have been gathering 
from Bahrain, Chicago and 
Jordan, and partly because I 
wanted the advantage of an 
Arabic speaker to negotiate the 
travel arrangements: on my 
previous visit last April, I paid 
over JD 200 just for taxi fares 
to and from the bridge, and I 
hoped that a native speaker of 
Arabic would help me find 
cheaper passage. Though he 
had applied weeks ahead 
through his uncle in Gaza City 
for an Israeli permit to travel 
to Gaza, it failed to arrive in 
time. He was prevented from 
seeing his family, and I was 


forced to go without him. 1 
managed to take a service taxi 
to Jerusalem which then took 
me solo to Gaza for JD 50. 

On the way back. I found 
Israeli taxies cruising through 
the parking lot outside the 
Erez checkpoint, asking for an 
arm and a leg for transport. I 
became so frustrated that 1 
finally lost control and stood 
in the middle of the policing lot 
screaming at the top of my 
'jJoicJs'in between sobs: fNo J 
“don’t’ Vairit'fo go 1 to Tfel"Aviv 
and I don’t want to go to 
Ashkelon. I’m not a bloody 
tourist and I don’t like high- 
way robbery.” Finally, a 
Jerusalem Arab driver rescued 
me, got me to Jerusalem and 
found me a service taxi going 
to Jericho. I had to take a taxi 
from Jericho to the bus station 
(it costs ten shekels just to 
drive into the bus station), and 
take a bus from there the short 
distance to the bridge, and then 
take a bus across the bridge 
and then take a taxi from that 
side to Amman. I was short a 
few dinars and offered that last 
driver my earrings as part of 
the fare — which he gallantly 
refused and took me to my 
door. No wonder people don't 
go to Gaza — it is just too 
wearing and too expensive. 

There is a fairly big differ- 
ence, judging from my rather 
cursory view, between Khan 
Younis and Gaza City. As we 
were moving around Gaza 
City, dying to arrange for my 
’ travel back to Jordan, we saw 
small parks with little merry- 
go-rounds and rather pathetic 
little ferns wheels with chil- 
dren playing and families 
enjoying the last day of the Eid 
holiday. Khan Younis lacks 
any such parks. Quite a lot of 
building is going on in Gaza 
City — some of the 
Palestinian National Authority 
ministries have fancy head- 
quarters and, I am told, very 
impressive houses — which 
provides construction jobs for 
a limited number of 
Palestinians. 

A five-star hotel is taking 
shape in Gaza City, and I have 
heard that there will soon be a 
fast-food American-style 
restaurant — is it to be 
MacDonald’s? I forget which 
one, but any one will look like 
an obscenity to me. The unem- 
ployment rate is still shocking: 
the big industry is security 
forces work, and apparently 
these people do not always get 
paid — perhaps never, judging 
by the appalling conditions in 
the family of the one person I 
actually met who was working 
for one of the several special 
security groups. One of his lit- 
tle girls, otherwise a beauty, 
has front teeth that lack enam- 
el coating and are incomplete- 
ly erupted (she is about five) 
for lack of calcium. 

Everyone I talked to 
expressed in different ways a 
sense of fear and the Toss of 
community spirit since Oslo. 
You never know which of your 


neighbours is being paid to room. I was told that the PNA 
report on you. they said, and has got rid of the rats. 1 ha\o 

you find people who were yes- the feeling, though, that, like 

rerday in the same financial the IDF. they may have ju^i 

position as yourself suddenly pulled back a -bit. and may befi* 
driving expensive cars and waiting for a fresh assault just * 
building villas. Such perceived down the road. Nevertheless, 

discrepancies have brought there is a great deal of sickness 

about an erosion of the sense in the camps: one case origi- 

of common purpose which nally diagnosed as typhoid 
sustained these communities was later said to be something 
during the worst years of occu- else. But the problems of 

pation and the bitter sacrifices unheated houses, malnutrition 
df the intifada. ’ "’’ : '4and poor sirfifaiidn remain- 

’ A few yeart ago, young men »-»«■ ^Another ‘positive note: the 
and women of Gaza (even at IDF are no longer right in the 


tender ages they could no 
longer be called boys and girls 
during the intifada) risked 
being shot dead by the IDF to 
write on the walls the time and 
places of kindergarten and 
adult literacy classes. Now 
there are kindergartens, yet on 
my latest visit I saw children 
having to stay home from 
school who had been proudly 
attending kindergarten only 
last year, with many fathers 
out of work, there is simply no 
money for the luxury of 
schooling. Aside from the 
“development” of Gaza, years 
of Israeli occupation have left 
the shameful legacy of having 
raised the illiteracy level of a 
people traditionally the best 
educated and most book-lov- 
ing of any in the Middle East. 
What is most shocking is the 
consensus of world opinion 
which even now condones the 
criminal dispossession by 
which these people, who a few 
years ago had land, orchards, 
stone villas in villages and 
towns, have become “throw- 
away people,” for whom cin- 
der-block houses or tents at the 
margin of the sea are good 
enough. 

To me perhaps the most 
telling reflection on the situa- 
tion in Gaza was the fact that 
of the 31 women prisoners 
released from Israeli prisons, 
the one from Gaza (who was 
in for drugs offences, though I 
hasten to add that no one 
should assume that she was 
guilty — perhaps falsely 
accused or in some way a vic- 
tim) elected to remain in 
prison rather than be repatriat- 
ed to Gaza for fear of her 
reception at home. 

On the road between Latrun 
and the Erez checkpoint, we 
passed a number of large, 
comfortable looking houses, 
obviously abandoned and 
empty, scattered along this fer- 
tile plains area. 1 asked the 
Palestinian driver about the 
people who one lived there. 
They had been driven out in 
1948. he said; most went to 
Gaza. “All this land is stolen.” 

One very important positive 
development: the rat popula- 
tion in Khan Younis is under 
control. I did not see any rats 
on the last visit, in contrast 
with last April when I saw 
huge lumbering sauntering 
grey beasts travelling about in 
broad daylight, and heard 
them rustling in the kitchen ar 
night when I went to die bath- 


Palestinians’ houses, and the 
family I visited now rum their 
TV up to a normal volume 
without fear of attracting the 
attention of the IDF stationed 
on the roof-top ahove. But 
only about one-third of the 
army has actually left Gaza. I 
am told; the rest is “rede- 
ployed" along the roads and on 
the beach. Oh yes. I should 
mention the beach. Even in the 
worst days of 1981 to 1984 
when I visited Khan Younis. if 
they could not afford to buy 
meat they could take a little 
boat out and fish. Now. the big 
settlement nearby is protected 
by a heavy military presence 
and few people still have 
boats: the IDF burnt many of 
them over the years, and somc£ 
people who do brave the sea to 
fish find themselves shot at by 
IDF patrols, even when they 
are supposedly in allowed 
areas. 

I think the isolation of Gaza 
is partly the function of the 
naive view people have in the 
U.S. and Europe that now. that 
there is peace, everything is 
just fine. Well, in my view 
Gaza is pacified, not peaceful: 
some Palestinians are in Israeli 
prisons while others are in 
Palestinian prisons. I heard 
some despairing comments 
about the unfulfilled hopes 
they had invested in the elec- 
tions. However, ir is regarded 
as a very positive sign that the 
president listened to his elect- 
ed parliament in his arrest of 
the security chief in Nablus, 
after the death of Yusef Bab;j* 
after torture in a Palestinian 
prison. But Israeli confiscation ; 
of Palestinian land goes on ‘ 
apace. Great areas of land are ■ 
being gobbled up for settle- * 
ment expansion and for roads, 
among them the most expen- 
sive road in the Middle East 
which tunnels under a 
Palestinian village! The 
Bedouin are being violently 
dragged off their land near 
Jerusalem while the Israeli % 

bulldozers speed up the prepa- f 

rations for more settlements I 
Edward Said says there is $ 
nothing in the Oslo accords to 4 
stop them. | 

Is this peace? Is it any better f 

than war? f 


The writer is on the Teaching 
staff at the English 
Department of Al /«* 
University. She cantribtajS 
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Royals make a date with the Danes 



Their Majesties 
King Hussein and 
Queen A four are 
expected to make a 
state visit to 1 
Denmark late April 
at the invitation of 
Queen Margrethe II 
and Prince Henrik. 

The Danish queen j 
had twice planned ' 
to come to Jordan 
last year, but unfor- 
tunate circum- 
stances forced a 
change of plans 
both times. The firs; 
trip was cancellei 
because her hus- 
band. the Prints 
Consort, had fallal 
ill. The secord. 
scheduled for early 
May. war put off \ue 
to the Isrteli 
" Grapes of Wrdh ” 

KSST 2ft ^ Blinkenberg 
subsequent Oana 

massacre in witch more than 100 innocent Lebanese were 
killed by Isradi fire. Queen Margrethe tray to have visited 
Israel followhg the Jordan visit. That one too was can- 
celled. Here n Amman this week to make arrangements for 
the Royal vist to Copenhagen was Danish Ambassador to 
Syria. Jordai and Lebanon Lars Blinkenberg. Mr. 
Blinkenberg.a career diplomat with earlier ambassadorial 
postings to sich large oil producing states as Venezuela and 
Nigeria , is .cheduled to meet today with Prime Minister 
Abdul Karin Kabariti and Minister of Planning Rima 
Khalaf. Tk ambassador will discuss with Mr. Kabariti. 
who is abdforeign minister, the goals and arrangements of 
ihe visit, tp which the Danish government attaches great 
significantt With Dr. Khalaf the ambassador will discuss 
economic stft loans to Jordan. Copenhagen has just ear- 
marked aboit $1.5 million fora waste conversion project to 
produce mehane gas for Amman Municipality. There is 
said to be i scope for wider cooperation between the two 
countries, specially that Copenhagen views Jordan as an 
important i layer in the peace process, which Demark fully 
supports. Denmark last mpnth sponsored the .Copenhagen 
Declaratiot to- promote peace, { qmong the peoples of the 
Arab and Israeli parties to the peace process. This is Mr 
Blinkenberfs first assignment as an ambassador to the 
Middle Eas after a long and chequered career in the diplo- 
matic servte. A lawyer, he was in charge of the legal 
departmental his ministry, where he also dealt with Nordic 
affairs. Bepre that he served in India, after which he wrote 
a book in Lanish and English. A new edition of this book 
entitled. " hdia , Pakistan: The history of unresolved con- 
flict. ” will ippear soon. He took up his post in Damascus 
last Jidy aid has been working from there to strengthen 
relations with Lebanon and Jordan. He intimate that per- 
haps after the Royal visit to Denmark, wheels may start 
churning at establishing full diplomatic missions in both 
Amman ani Copenhagen. For now he has had to do with 
one visit a noruh here, where he also meets with his coun- 
terparts frcm countries of the European Union, of which 
Denmark is an old member. 


SARA’S RUN: Although Israeli Prime Minister 

Benyamin hetanyahus visit to Jordan last week may have 
been short, fiat did not stop his wife Sara from joining him. 
Mrs. Netanyahu was welcomed by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor. with whom the Israeli first lady had dinner. She also 
met with HFH Princess Sarvath Al Hassan. and was escort- 
ed by Fat inn Kabariti, wife of Prime M blister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. The Netanyahus, who were in Jordan together 
last August, did not bring their children though. 


SHALOM , SHIMON: Israeli Ambassador Shimon 

Shamir and his wife Daniella, while somewhat tom between 
leaving their short posting in Amman and returning home to 
Tel Aviv, are no doubt looking forward to being close again 
to their own adult children. Professor of Modem Middle 
East History. Dr. Shamir will return to Tel Aviv University 
to pursue his work and leaching in his specialisation of 
political and intellectual history and Arab-lsraeli relations. 
The ambassador, who obtained his Ph.D. from Princeton 
University in .961. was Israel’s third ambassador to Egypt 

from 1988-1990. From 1992 to 1995. prior to his appoint- 
ment to Amman, he headed the Tami Steinmetz Centre for 
Peace Research. Mrs. Shamir has been active in the 
Diplomatic Spouses Club and last March organised a trip 
to Palestine and Israel for about 15 of the club s members. 
Members of the Royal family, the diplomatic corps and 
senior officials continue to host luncheons and dinners in 
the Shamir's honour to say farewell. And the reception 
hosted by the minister of the embassy. Jacob Rosen, and his 
wife Anrjene at the ambassador's residence brought in sev- 
eral serjior officials and members of the Royal family to 


wish the Shamirs well. Still, between the hectic pace of 
farewell events, the diplomatic couple themselves Monday- 
evening hosted a reception for Arab-lsraeli students study- 
ing at Jordanian universities. 

The departure of Prof. Shamir was expected with last 
year’s election of a Likud-led government. Although Israeli 
embassy officials maintain that the ambassador's tenure 
was set for only two years, analysts believe that had Shimon 
Peres won the election and kept a Labour lead, we may 
have seen more of Prof. Shamir for a longer period. There 
was the possibility that he would delay his departure by at 
least several days when it was learned that His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan was invited to attend the 
opening of the Rabin Peace Centre at Tel Aviv University. 
But that visit way reported in the media Wednesday as not 
about to materialise. So it appears Prof. Shamir will leave 
on schedule in early March at the latest. 


WHAT TO EXPECT: Prof. Shamirs successor. Oded 
Eran is a career diplomat. His most recent assignment was 
state-side as deputy director general for economic affairs at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and as head of Israels dele- 
gation to the Multilateral Economic Development Working 
Croup ( REDWG ). From 1937-1990 he was deputy chief of 
mission at Israel's embassy in Washington. In the early 80s 
he was also in the US. capital working Capitol Hill as his 
embassy's counsellor for Congressional Relations. His 
home base assignments usually involved Middle East 
affairs. Dr. Eran served from 1962-1966 in the Israeli 
army. Bom in Tel Aviv in 1941, the ambassador-designate 
graduated from Hebrew University in Oriental and political 
sciences and obtained his Ph.D. from the London School of 
Economics. His wife Micki will not be joining him in 
Amman as she holds a senior post at the Central Bank of 
Israel. The Eran ‘s have three children. Press reports that 
Dr. Eran appointed here because he is an economist 
brought a brief glint to some entrepreneurs' eyes: they were 
hoping joint ventures would abound. What kind of job he 
will do here renutins to be seen. 


LINKING LIBERALS: In a letter to the editor pub- 
lished in the Jordan Times the day following Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu s visit to Amman, the author 
wrote in support of those criticising Mr. Netanyahu ’s poli- 
cies-as Jar as. thfy- affect the peace process. Thar writer,. 
Jacob Bender, is TLxecunve fairector tf^rnf/jcan 'Fnehdsof 
Meretz. an organisation of about 8.500 Jews in the U.S. and 
Canada who "support the Arab-lsraeli peace process " and 
oppose Israeli policies such as the opening of the Jerusalem 
tunnel near Haram Al Sharif and the proliferation of settle- 
ments. Meretz, of course, is a coalition of three left-wing 
and liberal parries who always advocated peace with the 
Arabs. Mr. Bender headed a team of 15 of the organisa- 
tion’s members on a 10-day visit to Palestine and Israel. 
Nine of the group made the visit to Jordan to. as Mr. Bender, 
a New York based executive, said, “get educated on the 
recent events in the region . " In Gaza, the group, which 
was top heavy in terms of representatives from the legal 
profession, met with Palestinian President Yasser Arafat. 
While in Jordan, for two days, they attempted to obtain a 
sense of how Jordanians feel about the peace process. They 
were received by His Majesty King Hussein, met with mem- 
bers of the press, and were hosted at a dinner by Jordanian 
businesspersons. Established seven years ago, with offices 
today in New York and other major North American cities. 
American Friends of Meretz, claims to advance the philos- 
ophy of democracy within Israeli society and also educate 
Americans about the Meretz party. The group's members 
are linking with other like-minded Jewish organisations in 
the U.S., by at least sharing the same offices, in order to 
pool efforts for bringing about real, lasting and compre- 
hensive peace in the region. 


AT HER OWN REQUEST: At the German embassy. 
Press and Cultural Attache Ingrid Liedgens has had her 
tenure in Amman extended. Mrs. Liedgens who will have 
been in Jordan six full years by the time her extension is up 
is quite pleased because she herself had requested the 
extension. She has made many friends and associates 
throughout the country in Jordanian as well as foreign cir- 
cles. Her efforts are evident in several arenas, and two 
additional years on the job should see mutual benefits. 


NPR SCOUTS: The media may be welcoming someone 
new to Amman, provided Amman, and not Cairo , is the 
choice of the folks at the Washington, D.C. -based National 
Public Radio [NPR). In town last week to scout out the con- 
venience of Amman as the base for NPR’s coverage of the 
Arab World, were NPR Foreign Editor Loren Jenkins and 
Jerusalem Correspondent Eric Wiener. The station main- 
tained a bureau in Cairo which is being shut down as its 
correspondent, Sunny Khaled, returned to work in the U.S . 
on the cultural desk of NPR. Mr. Jenkins was Middle East 
bureau chief for Newsweek in Beirut and later covered the 
region for the Washington Post, whose publishers happen to 



The Upper Austrian Wind Soloists Tuesday night perform at City HaU 


own Newsweek as well. He was * sec several people con- 
nected with the official and private media, including 
Minister of Information Dr. Munx'un Muasher. whom Mr. 
Jenkins said he did not have an opportunity to meet when 
Dr. Muasher war director of the Jordan Information Bureau 
in Washington. Whether the choice is Amman or Cairo, the 
office will comprise only one correrpondent. as does the 
Jerusalem office, but this one is meant to cover important 
news throughout the- Arab. World 1. . - 


DEMOCRATIC LOOK AT DEMOCRACY: AlKuiba 
Institute for Human Development and Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation are teaming up with the General Federation of 
Jordanian women to run a series of workshops over the next 
several months leading up to the general elections on “The 
Role of Jordanian Women in Democracy and the 1997 
Elections The workshops, the first of which will conclude 
today in Aqaba, are moderated by Ellen Kertaneh Khouri, 
director of Al Kutba. organised and supervised by psychol- 
ogist Josi Salem- Pickartz, and advised by Nadia Bushnaq, 
a womens activist who last rime ran unsuccessfully for 
Parliament for a seat in Zarqa. The workshops introduce 
participants to the basis of democracy and pluralism and 
explain “why we vote . ” The lectures talk about account- 
ability and transparency and build up to details about the 
electoral system and the duties and rights of deputies. They 
ask whether the system is democratic, what are its weak arid 
strong points, and what should women seek from it. 
According to Ms. Khouri, there is no electioneering, no 
endorsing, but rather the events are an attempt to foster 
independent thinking and voting, all to advance causes of 
the country and therein help women. The 50 participants to 
each series of workshops are gleaned from various women 's 
organisations and their branches around the Kingdom. At 
the end of each workshop the organisers ask the partici- 
pants to critique the experience. They believe that the 
workshop themselves are a demonstration of democracy at 
work, geared to satisfying the needs of the women. At the 
end of all four workshops the organisers will hold a nation- 
al conference gathering all 200 participants, plus officials 
to debate issues the women have come up with during the 
workshops. This will help them in identifying how to work 
as an individual and group lobby, said Ms. Khouri. The 
three remaining workshops are scheduled for April 1, 2 and 
3 in Karak; May 5, 6 and 7 in Irbid: and July 1, 2. 3 in 
Zarqa. The national conference is to convene on September 
17 and IS at the Royal Cultural Centre in Amman. Lectures 
include Deputv Toujan Faisal and Khadija Habashneh Abu 
Ali. 


NATIONAL DAY FOCUS: Two Muslim states, Kuwait 
and Brunei celebrated national days this week. For 
Kuwait, which hosted a reception the same night as the 
Israelis did on Tuesday for outgoing Ambassador Shimon 
Shamir, there were many advertisements in daily Arabic 
papers from Jordanian merchants and entrepreneurs con- 
gratulating the Gulf state. Although full diplomatic rela- 
tions have nor yet been restored as ambassadors have not 
been exchanged, the turnout, which included Prime 


Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti. was said to be good, with 
some movement between the Kuwaiti and Israeli receptions. 
Brunei’s Ambassador to Cairo Pehin Data Haji Sulaiman 
and his wife hosted their reception at the Regency Palace 
Hotel in Amman. This is the first such event for Brunei in 
Jordan. Attending were ambassadors and senior gov t - fit- 
ment officials. 

. ****.. r, ,. 

MIXING MEDICOS: The newly fanned Association of 
Doctors Graduated from Spain and Spanish-Speaking 
Countries held their firsr meeting last Friday to elect their 
officers. Heading the group of medical specialists is Dr. 
Madallah Ma'aytah. doctor of internal and chest medicine. 
The executive committee is made up of General Practitioner 
Dr. Khaled Shaban, Endocrinoligist Dr. Ahmad Dabour. 
General Practitioner Dr. Nofan Ma ’ayrah. 
Anaesthesiologist Dr. Ibrahim Khasawneh, rheumatology 
and rehabilitation specialist Dr. Ibrahim Qaqish. and 
Dermatologist Dr. G hassan Khoury. According to Dr. 
Ma 'aytah. since 1968 more than 600 Jordanians have grad- 
uated from medical schools in Spain. Spain and Jordan 
maintained strong cultural ties, and thousands of Jordanian 
students received undergraduate and graduate degrees in 
various fields from universities throughout Spain, especial- 
ly in the 70s. Many of these students were on scholarships 
provided jointly by the Jordanian and Spanish governments. 
When these students returned home, many were noi just 
arriving with diplomas: a good number repatriated with 
foreign spouses. The new association will seek to strength- 
en ties between the medical spheres in Jordan and Spain. 


WOODWINDS & WOODWORK: The Upper Austrian 
Wind Soloists Tuesday night performed at City Hall. This is 
the second such cultural event organised by the Amman 
Municipality in its new JD 2 million edifice in the old part 
of Amman. The first was a lecture by Saudi novelist, who 
was bom in Amman and lives in Syria, Abdul Rahman 
Munif. City Hall was inaugurated by Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor on the occasion of the King s 
birthday. All but the woodwork has been completed; that 
part should be done in two more months. Another building 
for steff, expected to cost JD 5 million and encompass 
20,000 square metres , is scheduled for completion in one 
year. The compound will also house a museum and cultur- 
al centre and will be located in Saqf El Sail, which lies at 
the foot of the Abdoun mountain but is very close to the 
downtown area. Tuesday’s concert was held under the 
patronage of Amman Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi and in coop- 
eration with Noor Al Hussein FoundationfThe National 
Music Conservatory, the Austrian embassy, and Raddison 
SAS Hotel Amman (still being called ihe Philadelphia 
Hotel). Attending were Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Road Bui Zeid and Princess Majda, Hind Nasser and mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps in Amman with their families 
and many Jordanian music aficionados. Last bur not least, 
the Ladies Of Ikebana Club provided the flower arrange- 
ments. * 


Jennifer Hamameh 


Study: Boys and girls see risk differently 


By Ira Dreyfuss 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Barbara Morrongiello tells 
about the boy who climbed onto a ga- 
rage roof to retrieve a ball. 

“His mother said, “don't you realise you can 
fall?.’” Morrongiello said. "The boy said. ‘well, but 
I might not.'" 

To the Canadian psychologist, the incident illus- 
trates how boys think — which, according to 
Morrongiello, is different from how girls rhink. 

Boys are more likely to see if the benefit is wonh 
the risk, but to underestimate the risks, said Mor- 
rongiello, a professor at the University of Guelph in 
On-tario. Girls tend to base their decisions on 


whether they could be hurt at all, she said. This dif- 
ference in attitude helps to explain why boys are two 
to four times more likely than girls to get hurt, she 
said. 

Morrongiello and her colleagues looked at risk 
assessments among 290 6-year-old to 10-year-old 
boys and girls in Ontario schools. The students were 
shown drawings of children biking or on playground 
equipment and were asked their beliefs about the 
likelihood and severity of possible injuries. 

Eighty per cent of the time, she could tell which 
sex the child was. based on the attitude toward 
injury, Morrongiello said. She presented her Find- 
ings at recent meetings of the Society for Research 
in Child Develop-menL 

Boys were less likely to say they would get hurt. 


and also less likely to think an injury would be 
severe. “And boys tended to explain their injuries as 
more due to bad luck than the girls did" 
Morrongiello said. 

Boys won’t consider avoi-ding a risky situation 
unless they think there is a strong potential for 
injury, while girls will consider avoiding it if there is 
any potential, Morrongiello said. And in these psy- 
chological calculations, an activity that a boy con- 
siders fun may be worth a little risk of getting hurt, 
she said. 

The findings come as no surprise to researcher Li- 
cette Peterson, a psychology professor at the 
University of Missouri in-Columbia. 

In Peterson’s study, children rode exercise bikes 
while watching a video of a bike ride, shot from an 


over-the-handlebars, biker 's-eye perspective. She 
tested the reaction times of the children to hazards 
ranging from running over a garden hose to running 
head-on ini-.- a car. 

“Girh brake sooner. ’’ Pe-terson said. “They tell us 
they arc more fearful and they anticipate more pain 
if they are injured. Injuries are more of a negative 
event to them than to the boys.” 

Why girls are more fearful is not known. It could 
be a genetic tendency, the result of social condition- 
ing, or a combination of the two. Pe-ieison said. 

Morrongiello's findings might help explain why 
many girls drop out of athletics, while a few contin- 
ue, commented Robert Malina, director of the 
Institute for the Study of Youth Spons in East 
Lansing, Michigan. 


ft might well be that boys in general are more 
adventuresome, Malina sai& “Ha-ving been a bov 
once, un-less it was something that kept you in bed 
why stop playing?" 

However, the gender differences are not absolute 
Some girls have a greater tolerance of risk than 
some boys, Morrongiello said. 

And the findings should not be taken as an excuse 
for some kids to avoid ad-venturesome play, includ- 
ing sports, said Greg Welk. di-rector of childhood 
and adolescent heal* at the Cooper Institute for 
Aerobics Re-search in Dallas. 

It may well be that en-cou raging a child to be 
competent at an activity will re-duce the anxietv 
Welk said. And some healthful activities, such 
walking and biking, are low risk, he said. 
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To know is not enough 

By Jean-Claude Elias f - — - 

DISCIPLINES and professions, whether they Tt rjl | 

o the domain of an, sporr. science, literature, or I'Cii A 

cmire the “student" tn on thmnoh twn well-k-nnwn_ 


New games 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

MOST DISCIPLINES and professions, whether they 
belong to the domain of art sport, science, literature, or 
other, require the “student" to go through two well-known, 
distinct phases: Theory and practice. It is also well-known 
that the importance, the dose, the ratio of each such phase 
over the other varies tremendously from one discipline to 
another. A long distance runner for example has obvious- 
ly much more to do in the second phase — practice that is 
— than say a mathematician would. Where do we put a 
PC user in all that? What is the importance of practice for 
a computer lover? 

What is interesting in using computers is that each of us 
can take it as far as he can or wants. There is so much to 
know, so many different programmes to use that nobody 
can pretend knowing even a quarter or one tenth of what 
is available. Not even professionals. Nowadays when you 
need in-depth, specific assistance you talk to someone 
who is a specialist in one given computer domain: 
Accounting, data base, graphic design, engineering, desk- 
top publishing, networks, etc. Rarely one can cover well 
more than one or two topics. 

To make good use of a PC and a given software, one 
goes through the evident first learning phase. However, 
this is only a small step on the path to computer fluency. 
Like practising your backhand in tennis, like running 20 
miles a day to prepare for a marathon, being good at com- 
puters is chiefly a matter of practice. New software is 
designed to be simple, easy to understand — and it is. 
Except in rare cases, ail the new packages that run under 
the Windows operating system are intuitive and friendly to 
operate. On the other hand they include so many features, 
so many possibilities that understanding them is one thing, 
but remembering them and using them well certainly is 



another. 

When you receive or install a new programme in your 
computer, you usually spend a few hours discovering it, 
understanding its basic operation. Bur unless you use its 
functions over and over, almost on a daily basis, you’ll 
easily forget how to do this or that. In the best case you'll 
be working very slowly with it. which defeats the purpose 
of using a PC. The system is meant to take you easily and 
quickly to wherever you want to go. Again, this requires 
practice. 

1 know of a few smart PC aficionados who have deliber- 
ately limited themselves to operating a few programmes 
— only those they would frequently need. Instead of being 
sluggish at tens of software titles, they become fast, effi- 
cient at four or five programmes. Experience has shown 
that an extremely limited number of people actually need 
or can make use of more than such a number of packages. 

If one’s aim is to explore, to have fun and to test soft- 
ware, then one can play around with as many programmes 
as one wishes. If the name of the game is to obtain pro- 
fessional. fast results, then regular, intensive practice with 
a selected number of titles is the smartest thing to do. 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

IF YOU believe what you read in the papers, the three 
biggest problems of modem life are — who to hold on 
charges of slandering, whether discussions should contin- 
ue on a possible Aqaba airport and if the new play by 
Musa Hijazin is realistic enough or not 

May I suggest that none of these problems is worth the 
paper they are printed on, or at least that neither you nor I 
spend much time discussing them? Why? Because we 
sense that they are not real problems. 

Today's real problems are elsewhere. We in this modem 
age have built up a whole new selection of problems 
which have never existed before, many of which we face 
everyday, and none of which ever hits the headlines. 

Indeed, hardly any of them has ever been mentioned in 
a newspaper before. So today, I bring you a selection of 
these problems peculiar to our rime. 

How to avoid other people’s umbrellas 

An umbrella is a handy thing for keeping the rain off, but 
it is also a handy thing for getting entangled in. and until 
someone invents a flat-sided or bouncy umbrella, we will 
go on down the high street crashing into other umbrellas. 

. We are beginning to evolve some kind of rudimentary 
instinct to deal with this (a tall person lifts his umbrella, a 
short person goes under the tall person's ambrella), but it 
is not as sure-footed as our tackling of the next problem, 
which is... 

How to manoeuvre a supermarket trolley without 
hitting the opposition 

Over the years, we have learnt how to walk along crowd- 
ed pavements without colliding very often into people 
coming the other way. Nobody knows how. but we have. 
And now we have started to evolve the same sort of 



instinct in supermarkets while we walk with our trolleys. 
Nobody tells us to keep to the left or right, but by some 
sort of instinct, we tend toknow which way the other per- 
son is heading and go the other Way. Very’ often, ir is the 
same person we avoided in.the previous aisle and the one 
before that \ 

Actually, that is another problen — whether or not to 
smile at someone you have nevennet before, except just 
now in fresh vegetables, and agaii^n toiletries, and again 
in the ice-cream section. j 

Modern living is also full of enforced wailing. We are 
told that it is non-stop action, but his is not so. A lot of 
modem life is spent in immobility ;nd inactivity — while 
we are at a service station with thepetrol nozzle in hand 
waiting for the car to fill up. or staid in a bonk queue, or 
wait for red lights to change — but vorsl of all is waiting 
in a queue ai’a supermarket when :ou have chosen the 
slowest queue, and the people in fron of you take so long 
to pack their purchases, and then caTt find their cheque 
book, or the price tag has come off tb pineapple, and the 
cashier has rung for the supervisor income and help. A 
supervisor who hardly ever shows up. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


Thursday, February 27, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Ovide & The Gang & Raw 
Toonage (Cartoon! 

Curiosty Show 

They Came From Outer Space 
N.B.A. 

Basketball 
Out Of This World 
French Programmes 
News Headlines 
Parenthood 

Cinema. Cinema. Cinema 
Babylon-5 

Kung Fu-The Legend Continues 
News In English 

Feature Film — The Boy Who Drank Too 
Much 

Starring: Lance Kerwin & Ed Lauter 
Taratata 


Friday, February 28, 1997 


Holy Koran 

The Muppet Show 

Flintstones 

See How They grow 

French Programme 

Crystal Maze 

News Rash 

Science & Space Encyclopedia 
French Programmes 
News Headlines 

America's Funniest Home Videos 
You Bet Your Life 
Babylon 5 — Science Fiction 
Frontline ( Doc. ) 

News In English 
Crime Broker — Feature Film 
Starring: Jacqueline Bisset + Masaya Kato 
My God Friend 


Saturday, March 1, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Adventure of Mickey & Donald 
Moomin (Cartoon) 

French Programme 
Gillette (Sports) 

Practical Guide To The Universe (Doc.) 

Tilt 23 1/2 

Blue Heelers 

French Programme 

News Headlines 

Hanging With Mr. Cooper 

Magazine — 01 (Doc.) 

Prism 

Lois & Clark — The New Adventures Of 

Superman 

News In English 

MacGyver 

Feature Film — Fatal Bond 
Starring: Linda Blair + Jerome Ehlers 


Sunday, March 2, 1997 


Holy Koran 
Jonny Quest (Cartoon ) 
Problem Child (Cartoon) 
French Programme 
Global Family (Doc.) 

Energy Express 
Our World. Their World 
Varieties and all our children 
French Programmes 
News Headlines 
Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 
World Echo (Doc.) 

Side Effects 
Tycoons (Doc.) 

News In English 
Hot Shots 
Sisrers 


Monday, March 3, 1997 


Holy Koran 
Muppet Show 
Captain Planet iCartoon) 
French Programmes 
Nature’s Inventions 
Deep Water Haven 
Extra Dimensions (Doc.) 
French Programmes 
News Headlines 
Roseanne 

Discover Magazine (Doc.) 
Murder She Wrote 
Extreme 

News In English 
Under Suspicion 
Hunter 
Dad’s Army 


Tuesday, March 4, 1997 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:0S 

Budgie — The Little Helicopter 

2:30 

Flintstones (Cartoon) 

3:00 

French Programmes 

4:00 

Super Sport Follies 

4:30 

Dog House 

5:10 

Album Show 

6:00 

French Programme 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Murphy Brown 

8:00 

Super Stars Of Action (Bruce Willis') 

8:30 

Encounter 

9:10 

The Nature of Things 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

Snowy River 

12:00 

Mission Impossible 


Wednesday, March 5, 1997 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:08 

The Muppet Show 

2:30 

Adventures On Rainbow Pond 

3:00 

French Programme 

4:00 

America's Funniest People 

4:25 

Escape from Jupiter 


(Space drama for children) 

4:50 

Challenge (Doc.) 

5:15 

Border Town 

6:00 

French Programmes 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Grace Under Fire 

8:00 

The Fifth Estate (Doc.) 

9:10 

Spencer For Hire 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

Cobra 

11:00 

Hart To Hart 


Mohammad. A. Shuqair 
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REFRESH YOUR MEMORY 


Carefully examine the pictures here. Try to choose the word that best suits each picture. 

You are allowed only 3 minutes to brush your memory. There are 23 pictures. 

If you score more than 15. be sure that your memory is operating well. Hard luck if less than 10. You need to polish 
your memory. 

Attempt, from now and then, to do more and more of our Memory Refreshers. 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 

** Can I see your identity card? 

Hal astatT an ara bitaqatak ash’shakhsyia? 

** I want to change my address. 

Oreed tagh’yeer onwani. 

** I’ve got another envelope. 

End! mazroof aakhar. 

** I want some stamps to Sweden. 

Oreed ba’d at’tawabie ela as-Suwaid. 


on his victory. 

So he sent his gifts to the ruler including the way how the 
gifts should be given away. 

He wrote: The commander: a bull: his wke: a cow; his 
son: a ram; his daughter: a goat and his assistant: an ass. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


u 1. On what day of the Creation did God make the sun. 

** How do I get to hospital? . . 

Kayfa ath’bab ela al-mostashfa? Z EMa ** to name S' ven J> wo important collections of 
J literature, of which country? 

** I’ve lost my driving licence. was founded in 1807. Whereabouts is it? 

Laqad faqad tu rokb’satal qiyadah. 3,6 blue bnndles - headers, fletions. and common 

** Where’s your camera? 5 * In medieval “ raes what was to Mangonel used for? 

Ayna aalatu-tasweer? 

** I’ve left it in the hotel. * 


Laqad taraktoha ffl fondok. 

** Why did you come here? 


PUZZLES 


Limatha atayat ela bona? • 

RJMGO 

** I’ve lost my way. 

Laqad dalaltu at'tareeq. HOW MANY words of three or more letters can you find#* 

** Would you be so kind as to tell me how to reach my in the ring? All words must run consecutively. ^ 

I hotel? Each letter may form part of more than one word. 

Hal tatakarram watokhbironi kayfa asel ela fondok? Give yourself a point for every letter in each word that 

you find 

** With great pleasure. Just phone No Wish you good luck. 


Hal tatakarram watokhbironi kayfa asel ela fondok? 


** With great pleasure. Just phone No 

Bikoili soroor. It’tasel fakat biraqam 


LAUGH-IT-OFF 

• A GROUP of people were looking at a little boy. 
“He’s quite similar to his mother,’’ said one of them. 
“Eh, his mother, a male or a female !'' 


• An idiot was once asked. 
“What did Mr. X do? 

“He has died." 

“What did his wife inherit? 
“Five girls!" 


A fool wanted to offer a gift for an army commander 
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Silver screen Deng 


Global film buyers look 


fears he will be typecast for hits at Berlin market 

_ _ * nrn i rvi ,n. i- , • ■ j i i j : ...han 


By Scot i HiUis 
Reuter 

BEIJING — An actor who 
played Deng Xiaoping in a 
recent movie release says 
he warns 10 avoid being 
typecast in the golden role 
now that the Chinese patri- 
arch has exited the earthly 
stage. 

Beijing actor Shi Xin 
debuted as the late para- 
mount leader in Battles For 
Glory Over Taihang Moun- 
tains. an action-packed tale 
of the diminutive ruler's 
World War II exploits 
which premiered in De- 
cember. 

Since then he has been 
offered Deng roles in five 
other films. "My teachers, 
classmates and friends ail 
say I’m going to get stuck 
in this one role." Shi. 25. 
told Reuters. 

"I don't think that's right. 
If the day comes that I can 
play another role, I will be 
hardworking and earnest in 
my acting," Shi said. 

Deng, one of Chinese 
communism's greatest rev- 
olutionaries as well as its 
most spectacular reformer, 
died aged 92 last Wednes- 
day. That was also Shi's 
25th birthday. 

"At first I really didn't 
believe it." Shi said. "1 feel 
connected to him in some 
way." 

Plucked from the Central 
Drama Institute at age 23 to 
act the pan of Deng. Shi 
said he found it tough to 
play the pint-sized pat- 
riarch. who despite his 
larger-than-life status as 
China's de facto emperor 
stood just 150 cm (five 
feet) tail. 

"Deng Xiaoping was an 



Twenty-five-year-old Chinese actor Shi Xin poses 
in front of a poster of the late Chinese paramount 
leader Deng Xiaoping in Beijing. Shi, who played 
Deng Xiaoping in nis 20’s in a recent movie Battles 
For Glory Over Taihang Mountains, says he wants 
to avoid Being typecast in the golden role now that 
the Chinese patriarch has exited the earthly stage 
(Reuter photo) 


incredible, a great man," 
Shi said. "So when 1 got 
this role my heart was very 
heavy. 

"To make the transition to 
playing such a great man 
was veiy difficult and gave 
me a lot of pressure, be- 
cause I am so young." Shi 
said. 

"My biggest challenge 
was losing weight." the 
I70-cm <5 fir S inch) Shi 


said. "For the filming I did- 
n’t eat any staple foods. I 
mostly ate tomatoes and 
cucumbers." 

To prepare for the most 
important role of his career, 
Shi holed up in a classroom 
where he pored over books 
and photo albums to glean 
every detail about Mr. 
Deng's life and times. 

"Although everyone felt I 
did a pretty good job. 1 still 


think 1 lacked a lot." he 
said, but added that the 
complexity of Deng's pep- 
pery persona could entice 
him into future films. 

“Deng Xiaoping is not an 
average character. Playing 
him is something f will 
work on my whole life .” he 
said. 

Released last December, 
Battles For Glory failed 
even to recoup its shooting 
costs of just nine million 
yuan (SI. 08 million), one- 
ninth of which came from 
central government coffers, 
said director Qin Yan. 

Qin said she hoped 
Deng's death would rekin- 
dle interest in the man who 
helped lead the Communist 
Paity to victory in 1 949 and 
whose reforms sparked one 
of the fastest economic 
booms the world has seen. 

Beijing had ordered cine- 
mas across China to inter- 
rupt their normal fare of 
Hong Kong kung fu films 
and Hollywood blockbus- 
ters and instead roll over 
six films about Deng, inc- 
luding Battles For Glory. 
Qin said. 

"This film now has a 
mythological aspect to it," 
Qin said. "We can cherish 
his memory and remember 
him through this film.” 

Managers at several the- 
atres in the capital were not 
so sure. They took Deng off 
their marquees in the face 
of poor customer response 
to tales of his exploits. 

"We sold one ticket," one 
manager said, noting that 
the same films had been 
running almost continuous- 
ly on television since 
Deng's death was an- 
nounced. 


BERLIN (R) — Two Euro- 
pean films have caused an 
early stir at the 10th Annual 
European Film Market thar 
runs parallel to the Berlin 
Film Festival, and buyers ai 
one of the year's most im- 
portant gatherings expect 
another vintage year. 

The Franco-Georgian 
Film A Chef In Love and a 
Norwegian film. The Other 
Side Of Sunday, soared to 
the top of rhe lists for hun- 
dreds of international film 
purchasers here after both 
received Academy Award 
nominations for best foreign 
film. 

"The Oscar nominations 
are a huge boon for the 
films,” said Beki Probst. 
director of the market where 
international rights for near- 
ly 400 films from 50 coun- 
tries are being bought and 
sold. “The screening rooms 
were bursting at the seams." 

While Hollywood and 
European stars at the 47th 
annual Berlinale bask in the 
limelight of crowds and 
enormous press coverage, 
hundreds of buyers for tele- 
vision networks and distrib- 
utors around the world are 
busy hustling behind the 
scenes at the market. 

Although barely noticed 
by the public, the European 
Film Market is the business 
nerve centre of rhe Berli- 


nale. It is where many deals 
are started, stopped or com- 
pleted. 

It is a film bourse that can 
light up with excitement 
when a hot film turns up, 
“one that everyone thinks 
they have to have." That 
was the case in 1995 when a 
little-known, low-budget 
Cuban film called Straw- 
beny And Chocolate was 
bid up to million-dollar lev- 
els by distributors from 
even,' major country. 

"You can make hundreds 
of video copies of your film 
and send them to buyers 
everywhere around the 
world." Probst said. "Some 
people choose that route, 
but it is a complicated app- 
roach. It is easier to bring 
your film to the market 
here.” 

Aside from Cannes and 
Venice. Berlin’s growing 
commercial centre is con- 
sidered one of Europe's 
most important trading 
places for films, according 
to several buyers and sellers 
roaming the market in a 
three-storey building next to 
Zoo Palace where the festi- 
val is centred. 

"Cannes is more spectacu- 
lar and you might pay ten 
times as much to attract any 
attention there." says an 
Italian film distributor look- 
ing to sell several medium- 


budget productions. 

The number of films pre- 
sented at the Berlin market 
this year is up more than 10 
per cent on 1 996. 

Apart from dozens of 
films from Scandinavia. 
Germany. Britain. Spain 
and the United States, inter- 
national licence agreements 
for big French productions 
like Claude Bern's Lucie 
Aubrac and Christian de 
Chalonge’s Le Comedien 
are also being sold in Ber- 
lin. 

Some rights are sold 
painstakingly territory-by- 
territory while others are 
sold universally to a single 
distributor, who then has the 
job of finding the right buy- 
ers at the right price in each 
country. 

"The market has its own 
rhythm, it is quite different 
from the festival." said 
Probst. who in the past 10 
years has aimed Berlin's 
European Film Market into 
a vital early-year stopping 
point for the film industry. 

Although it is impossible 
to put figures on the total 
value of offers or on the 
final turnover, because 
deals are often not finalised 
until after the market ends. 
Probst is confident it will 
match countless buyers and 
sellers. 

”1 have a verv stood feel- 


ing about this market when 
1 see all the French. Spanish 
and Asian titles.” she said. 

Fewer than two dozen 
films at the 1997 market 
come from former Soviet- 
bloc countries, which once 
used Berlin as a major 
launching pad into Western 
markets. 

After the Soviet Union 
collapsed, bringing turbu- 
lence to public film produc- 
tion in the former east bloc, 
these countries were quiet 
for several years. Probst 
said. 

"This year, for the first 
time. I have the impression 
that the situation is improv- 
ing." she added. There are 
films here from the Czech 
Republic. Georgia. Kazakh- 
stan. Kyrgyzstan. Slovenia 
and Hungary. 

Slovenia's state-owned film 
fund, for example, and Czech 
Television, one of the coun- 
try's most important co-pro- 
ducers. have rented stands in 
Berlin for the first time. 

“It is still better to have 
your film in the official 
competition than just here 
on the market." said Czech 
Television sales director 
Jarmila Svorcova. referring 
to the 25 films selected to 
compete for the Golden 
Bear Aw ards. 

"But we are hoping for the 
best anyhow.” she added. 


Europe needs central film 
distributors, Valenti says 


China ’s top-selling artist comes home for show 


By Graham Eamshaw 
Reuter 

SHANGHAI — Chen Yifei. 
China's top-selling modem 
artist, is back home in 
Shanghai, basking in the 
glow of his international 
success and planning a shift 
in subject matter — this 
time to illustrate China's 
Generation X. 

The artist, best known for 
his almost photographic 
paintings of Chinese beau- 
ties. opened his first-ever 
retrospective exhibition in 
December in the new 
Shanghai Museum. 

The show; which ran 
through to Jan. 19 before 
going on lour to other cities, 
is Chen's first exhibition in 
China. 

It brings together more 
than 40 works from a vari- 
ety of public and private 


sources, including drawings 
from Chen’s youth during 
the 1960s Cultural Revolu- 
tion. through to his latest 
paintings depicting the 
strong faces of Tibetan pea- 
santsr 

But his next artistic goal is 
to capture on canvas the feel 
of Chinese urban youth in 
the mid-1990s, increasingly 
influenced by trends and 
concepts from beyond the 
borders of China, particu- 
larly Western culture. 

“f want to do something 
on the life of the new gener- 
ation. the ones I see dancing 
at the Hard Rock Cafe or 
New York New York (a 
Shanghai disco)." Chen said 
in an interview. 

"This is a new generation 
of China after the revolu- 
tion. I look at them and I 
think about the value of life. 


They Iook^veiy happy.: but 
maybe thinking a' different 
way " he said. 

Chen holds the record for 
the highest price paid at 
auction for a modem Chi- 
nese painting — 2.S6 mil- 
lion yuan ($344,000) for a 
Tibetan-lheme painting 
called wind of the mountain 
village, now owned by a 
Chinese securities firm. 

Now 50 years old. Chen 
left China in 1980, the first 
mainland Chinese artist to 
emigrate to the United 
States in modem times. 

But in spirit and in terms 
of artistic inspiration, he 
never really left. 

His most famous paint- 
ings so far are a series of 
life-like portraits of Chinese 
women dressed in tradition- 
al garb, while his paintings 
reflecting the atmosphere of 


old Shanghai are well- 
known. 

He continues to produce 
landscapes showing the ca- 
nals and villages of the east 
China region that is his an- 
cestral home and looking at 
his Tibetan portraits, you 
can almost smell the yak 
butter. 

China is also at the heart 
of his other artistic interest 
— making movies. In re- 
cent years, he has directed 
several movies with mixed 
commercial success but he 
says he is determined to 
press on with this branch of 
the visual arts. 

He is currently working 
on three film projects, the 
first of which will be a doc- 
umentary on the Jews who 
lived in Shanghai in the 
years before rhe Communist 
takeover. 


By Fiona Fleck 
Reuter 

BERLIN — The president 
of the Motion Pictures 
Association of America 
(MPAA) has defended U.S. 
Film distributors' large mar- 
ket share in Europe, arguing 
it was a sign European dis- 
tributors lacked internation- 
al coordination. 

Jack Valenti, visiting the 
Berlin Film Festival, told 
journalists that if the Euro- 
pean film industry did not 
want U.S. firms to dominate 
distribution on the continent 
someone in Europe should 
create a pan-European film 
distribution company. 

His remarks were in 
response to questions about 
an open letter addressed to 
him by French film produc- 
er Anarole Dauman. which 
argued that the U.S. film 
business threatened to wipe 
out independent national 
film industries in Europe. 

"If you are a filmmaker in 
France you go to a distribu- 


tor in France. Germany and 
Britain — but if you go to (a 
company like U.S.) Buena 
Vista you get your film dis- 
tributed all over the world, " 
Valenti said. He had not yet 
read the letter. 

Buena Vista helped fi- 
nance a new German come- 
dy Knockin' On Heaven's 
Door which is tipped to be a 
big box-office hit in Ger- 
many. now the second lar- 
gest market after the United 
States. 

"Why is there no pan- 
European distribution com- 
pany?” Valenti asked. 
"You're blaming the Ameri- 
cans for something over 
which they have no con- 
trol.” 

Dauman's open letter ap- 
pealing to the powerful 
MPAA that Valenti heads 
said there was a danger the 
European film market was 
becoming dominated by 
big-budget Hollywood 
films which had the advan- 
tage because of their expen- 
sive advertising. 


He appealed to Valenti to 
recognise that "restrictive" 
measures were urgently 
needed to prevent this hap- 
pening. 

"Recognition (is needed) 
that when in certain mo- 
ments a national film indus- 
try finds its existence threat- 
ened. cultural pluralism 
must be defended by mea- 
sures which may in the 
short run be restrictive of 
free circulation of films." he 
said. 

Dauman argued that cine- 
ma had the "right not to be 
judged by the single criteri- 
on of rapid return on invest- 
ment." 

European filmmakers are 
worried some national in- 
dustries may die out be- 
cause they cannot compete 
with the gloss, special ef- 
fects and expensive adver- 
tising of Hollywood. 

They also fear that under 
financial pressure the mak- 
ers of experimental films 
who could develop into 
more mainstream and wide- 


ly acclaimed filmmakers 
will be unable 10 survi\e. 

Some filmmakers in 
smaller countries in Scan- 
dinavia and Eastern Europe 
have already started making 
films-.- in the. English lan- 
guage. 

Valenti said that while he 
did not oppose tariffs added 
to the price of all cinema 
tickets, such as the II per 
cent levy in France, to cre- 
ate a fund to promote the 
national industry, he op- 
posed selective lev ies slam- 
ming them as "discrimina- 
tory." 

He said the most impor- 
tant criterion for box-office 
success was whether the 
film was good or not. 

“If you make movies that 
a lot of people want to see. 
you do w r ell. This is rallying 
cry of the new rising gener- 
ation of filmmakers in the 
world, particularly in Eur- 
ope. w ho are reaching out to 
audiences." 


Astounding Star Wars rerelease may bring only limited lessons and impact 


By Lynn Elber 
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — The un- 
expected box-office power 
of Star Wars should have 
competitors moaning the 
loss of moviegoers to a 20- 
year-old film. 

And it could have them 
thinking about the potential 
of exploiting their own stu- 
dio film libraries. 

Not so fast oil either 
count, say industry execu- 
tives. exhibitors and obser- 
vers. 

Star War* has enjoyed 
spectacular success in its 
return to theatres, remaining 
one of the biggest-grossing 
- films in U.S. history. Yet 
experts say its impact may 
be less dramatic and more 
singular than first appears. 

- Pan one of George Lucas 
space trilogy hasn’t done 
serious box-office damage 
lo other movies or release 
plans, they say. And betting 
on other’ mothballed pic- 
tures to do as well in re- 
release would be risky. 

"There just aren't that 
many Star Wars. “ said Phil 
Barlow, distribution presi- 
dent for the Buena Vista 
unit of Walt Disney Inc. 
which knows a thing or two 
about rc -releasing movies. 

When Star Wars returned 
Jan. 31, 20th Century Fox 
:Was cautiously optimistic. 

. jaut it took just two weeks to 
rival Gone With The Wind s 
1967 $70 million re-issue 


gross and hit a record total 
$400 million. 

"We're still numb," said 
Tom Sherak. chairman of 
20th Century Fox domestic 
film group. 

Fox was said to have 
hoped for $ 1 00 mi 1 lion from 
the trilogy, including The 
Empire Strikes Back and 
Return Of The Jedi tMarch 
7). Now, $250 million is not 
a pipe dream, according to 
observers. 

While it seems Star Wars 
is pushing other movies 
around like a bully with a 
Danh Vader complex, the 
result is more bruised egos 
than injured bottom lines. 

Star Wars did cheat the 
$115 million Dante's Peak 
out of the chance to debut at 
No. 1. but the volcano 
movie did manage to set a 
record February opening 
with $ I S. 1 million. 

"If Dame's had opened in 
the S7 million to $10 mil- 
lion range, you would hove 
said. wow. this isn't good. 
But the level it opened at 
was the level you would 
have expected.” said 
Richard Fay. president ot 
AMC Film Marketing. 

Clint Eastwood saw his 
Absolute Power come in an 
ulso-ron to Star Wars last 
weekend, but the new 
movie took in an impressive 
SI6.S million in its debut. 
That's on a par with other 
Eastwood open mgs: b 1 - 
million for In The Line Of 


Fire in 1993 and $15 million 
for Unforgiven in 1992. 

Damage may have been 
done to smaller films, said 
John Miller, general manag- 
er for Kerasotes Theatres in 
Illinois. 

“I think some pictures got 
lost in the shuffle in the past 
couple of weeks,” Miller 
said, suggesting the comedy 
Fierce Creatures probably 
fell off screens sooner than 
it might have. 

One studio has blinked at 
the prospect of facing the 
space adventure and its se- 
quels: Paramount Pictures' 
The Saint, starring Val Kil- 
mer, will debut in the Uni- 
ted States on April 4 instead 
of March 14. 

"One has to react to the 
phenomenon of Star Wars.” 
Wayne Lewellen, Para- 
mount distribution presi- 
dent, told daily Variety. 

The only studio publicly 
toying with the idea of 
changing its schedule was 
Fox itself. Its plan to release 
the trilogy in quick succes- 
sion may mean the studio 
doesn’t milk each film for 
all it's worth — a bigger 
window between Empire 
and Jedi was at least briefly 
scrutinised. 

“They’re stepping on 
themselves almost worse 
than anyone else." said Bue- 
na Vista's Barlow. “Which 
has to make them actually 
quite happy.” 

However the Star Wars 


bonanza ends up. it seems 
huge enough now to whet 
the industry’s appetite for 
reissues. 

“I imagine there is a lot of 
reassessment going on.” 
Barlow said. "I don’t know 
if looking at things calmly it 
will cause a spate of these 
things.” 

Some already were in the 
pipeline. Steven Spielberg’s 
Close Encounters Of The 
Third Kind was long 
planned by Sony for a 20th 
anniversary re-release this 
year (the date is as yet unan- 
nounced). 

The studio, however, is 
considering marketing the 
film more aggressively 
posr-Star Wars. Such an 
effort can be costly: Fox is 
spending $15 million to 
support each part of the tril- 
ogy. 

The 25th anniversary of 
The Godfather will be 
marked by Paramount with 
a limited 20-screen reissue 
on March 21 using new 
prints made from the origi- 
nal negative. Paramount al- 
so reportedly is weighing 
reissues of Grease and Sa- 
turday Night Fever. 

A new version of Das 
Boot, with an hour of foo- 
tage added by director 
Wolfgang Petersen to his 
World War 11 submarine 
drama, is planned by Sony’s 
Columbia repertory. 

But can other movies hope 
ro match the heady success 
of Star Wars? 



Director and writer of Star Wars, George Lucas (centre) poses with cast members Carrie Fisher and Mark Hamill 
along with characters Darth Vader (left) l 3CPO’ 'R2D2' (short robot) and < Chewbacca’ (background) during the 
premiere of Star Wars Special Editon on Jan. 18 in Los Angeles. The film, which is celebrating its 20th anniver- 
sary, regained the crown as the top-grossing film in North America when it became the first film to break the $.;00 
million box office barrier on Feb. 13 (Reuter photo j 


“I’m not sure there are 
many pictures powerful 
enough to bring back after 


15. 20 years.” said Stephen 
Lightman. president of 
Memphis-based Malco 


Theatres Inc. rhai worked. I don't know 

AMC's Fay agrees: “Star about any others." 

Wars was an experiment 



□Health & Medicine 


Jordan Times, Thursday, February 27, 1997 



Mass mutilation of girls exposes official inaction 


The circumcision of hundreds of girls 
in a displaced people's camp in Sierra 
Leone has sparked fresh demands for 
the practice to be banned* But the 
government, under pressure from lob- 
byists to preserve ‘cultural heritage' 
and hieing local council elections, con- 
jjinues to equivocate 
By Rod Muc-.luhnson 


FREETOWN — Thu- oir- 
cuinctMoii of MUi girN in a 
i.imp f ■ »r displaced people 
h.i- In eld i clued ihe Sierra 
Lewie »v eminent ’> anihi- 

eu»uiN ait nude toward' lc- 
m.tle genual mutilation. 

Some mi the girK mi tiered 
-ik'li -e\eiv iniunes ih.it the 
agency Medeems Sun* 
Fimiueivs i DivtMrs. W ithout 
H hi dei^t it h;id to inter- 

\ene to %.ne their lives. 

•■|he> were eviremeh lu- 
cky .1* many ofthem would 
I i.i % u died if we had not 
'tepivd in." Mild Dr. Erica 
^iiiiiIi^mii of the agency, 
w hiuh runs a clinic adjacent 
im iiie (ir.ifti'M e.mip. .»•* ki- 
ll >n i ei rev from Frociow n 
■N|,in> m) them were help- 
lc" when they were adntii- 
ted to I he intciiMie cure 
w.iid " 

Ihe opera i hiiis. im divine 
the renu w.il ol the chtori>. 
were oic.mised b> a woman 
who weni lo the eaiup in 


mid-January and (old fami- 
lies there that the wife of the 
president. Patricia Kabbah, 
had given her “blessing" for 
(lie action and would pro- 
vide gifts for the subsequent 
initiation ceremony. which 
is usually held two weeks 
after ihe operation. 

Main parents sold items 
such as cooking utensils to 
raise money. They had to 
pay for the collection of 
iireuixkl for the surgery. In 
addition, clothes, earrings, 
necklaces and food have to 
he provided as part of the 
tradition, and the operations 
cost 530 each. 

Neither the woman who 
visited the camp nor the first 
lady attended the event. 
Patricia Kabbah later issued 
a stjtemem denying any 
knowledge of ii or of offer- 
ing money as an incentive 
fur the operations to take 
place. 

Most residents of the 
camp have been displaced 
from remote towns and vil- 


lages in the East — where 
traditions such as female 
circumcision are deeply 
rooted — by the recently- 
ended civil war. They are 
poor, and dependent on 
handouts from organisations 
such as the United Nations 
World Food Programme and 
the Red Cross. 'They can be 
easily fooled." says camp 
coordinator Prince Ngebu- 
va. “A dollar can make them 
do things which they nor- 
mally wouldn’t do." 

One of the girls. Salimaut 
Digba. said: “Our poverty 
was played on to get us to 
submit ourselves to having 
our clitorises cut." 

An irate parent com- 
plained: "We've been duped 
and surrendered our daugh- 
ters under a crooked ar- 
rangement. 1 don't have a 
cent to pay the Sowaya tcir- 
cumcisers) who performed 
the operation.” 

The use of Kabbah 's name 
was clearly a trick designed 
to eon people into believing 
the event had official back- 
ing. 

Nevertheless, the ruse 
played on past failures by 
politicians of all ponies to 
condemn and outlaw female 
genital mutilation. Kabbah 
herself has said on several 
occasions that she is not 
prepared to disclose her 
views on the topic. 

Dr. Ibrahim Turay. a polit- 
ical scientist at the Univer- 
sity of Sierra Leone, blames 



d Mutilation is not required by any 
religion 

9 it is designed to preserve virginity, 
ensure marriageability and contain > 
sexuality 


Side-effects can include: © Death © Haemorrhage G Shock © In feet ion © Pei vie 

inflammation O Sterility © Cysts OBirth complications 
© Psychological, emotional and sexual problems © Abscesses 


inaction on politicians' fears 
of alienating a large section 
of voters. 

If Medecins Sans Fron- 
tieres had not stepped in. he 
says, ihe Grafton incident 


would have been the worst 
disaster of its kind in the 
country’s history. with 
about 100 girls complaining 
of pains, fever, and heavy- 
bleeding. 


Social scientist Rhoda 
FuIIah says young girls in 
displaced people's camps 
are now targets for Sowaya 
and others who promote the 
practice, and little is being 


done to stop them. 

“I still remember what I 
went through at the age of 
10. resulting in my present 
plight — walking with a 
limp." she recalls. T don’t 


want others to go through 
the same ordeal now that 
they have the choice.” 

Groups opposing mutila- 
tion say that if the govern- 
ment is not prepared to 
impose a total ban. it should 
insist that the operation is 
carried out at registered cen- 
tres. monitored by a special 
unit. 

Supporters generally cite 
tradition as their justifica- 
tion. One of the girls in- 
volved in the Grafton inci- 
dent Salimatu Njai. said: “I 
am now fully liberated and 
culturised. T am not a full 
woman waiting for mar- 
riage." 

History lecturer Mariam 
Suma describes the practice 
as ‘“a culture which prepares 
the young girl not only for 
womanhood but how to ma- 
nage the home and run the 
family. 

■‘What is being done now 
is that those against Lhe 
practice are trying to de- 
mean female circumcision 
as a curse to humanity. We 
shall resist that." 

Another history lecturer. 
Prince Cullen, points to a 
compromise route for future 
governments: Tf the con- 
sensus is to abolish female 
circumcision, it should be 
done gradually from genera- 
tion to generation, without 
any attempt to insult any- 
body or blackmail anybody 
— Gemini News. 


Health screens may do more 
harm than good — experts 


I « iNDUN i R ' — Screening 
lor iliM\i'C» micIi .in prostate 
c. nicer nr high blood choles- 
terol ci hi I J cause mure trou- 
ble than thev .ire worth, two 
ISriti-di expert' have argued. 

The benefits ol early war- 
ning against fatal or debili- 
tating illness sin mid be ba- 
lanced against' lhe upset 
iaiiscd to patients being 
screened. Sarah Stew an - 
Blown and Andrew Fanner 
of Oxford University's 
Health Services Re-search 
Unit saul. 


“We must know the social 
and psychological costs of 
screening before deciding 
whether individual screen- 
ing programmes should be 

provided." they wrote in a 
commentary in the British 
Medical Journal. 

The benefits of some scree- 
ning programme' — such as 
lor cervical cancer in women 
— are unquestioned. But oth- 
ers are more controversial. 

Last week Britain's Natio- 
nal Health Service an- 
nounced that screening men 


for prostate cancer caused 
more problems than it pre- 
vented. They cited inconti- 
nence. impotence. postoper- 
ative deaths and psycholog- 
ical disturbance. 

"People found in work- 
place screening prog- 
rammes to be hypertensive 
(have high blood pressure l 
have increased sickness ab- 
sence. increased anxiety, 
and reduced self-perceived 
health status, regardless of 
whether their hypertension 
w jrramed treatment." 


Brown and Farmer w rote. 

“Several studies on the ef- 
fectiveness of cholesterol tes- 
ting have shown a paradoxi- 
cal effect: A reduction in 
deaths from heart disease but 
a small increase in total mor- 
tality." 

Negative tests could give a 
false sense of invulnerability, 
they added. “For example, 
people who screen negative 
for cancer may feel safe con- 
tinuing smoking, and those 
with low serum cholesterol 
eating their unhealthy diets.” 
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U*( Wrfk’* Cryptopranj« 

I. All-lime srrai football playar ptwti ball lo tcammat* on 
Inal play uf final game. 

Keck, if >PU ever think you've gotten •ometblng for 
nothing. chrek it out. The billi may be In the mail. 

1 . Krar.v buiintiinan board* airplane from Tokyo, fail* 
aolecp. wake* up In Alaaka' dimoriented. 

4. Cuddly toy poodle aat eflucht happily blowing bubble* in 
puddle*. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 
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LAJV RCY RHAJQY. - By E*H IiMaad 

i.ANV AID END KMX ANY WOE YMP LOE TAW 

roe yme hr tips lips, irt an* shd no 

TYSO HE? -BtEdUDddltno 

a.DOMFZAFS IRK L3BLLIDT ISA ODOIZ2S 
ORICCNALl'irAK IRK. TESA LETTERZS. 
MIKZS TVDDCA2Z.VE -BytC.Do^e 
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Drink offers alcohol-free 
benefits of red wine 


By Maggie Fox 
Reuter 

LONDON — Teetotallers 
take hean — now you, too 
can share the benefits of a 
drop or two of wine. British 
researchers said. 

Norman Williams: and 
Alan Howard at Papworth 
Hospital near Cambridge in 
England say tests show an 
extract of the non-alcoholic, 
healthy components of red 
wine can lower blood fats 
— thus supposedly helping 
to prevent hean disease. 

They plan to market their 
powder in a blackcurrant- 
flavoured drink and target it 
first at Muslims in Malaysia 
and Indonesia, who do not 
drink alcohol for religious 
reasons. 

Research has shown that 
alcohol — and some reports 
say red wine in particular — 
can help prevent heart dis- 


ease. Long-term studies 
show light to moderate 
drinkers suffer less heart 
disease and live longer than 
non-drinkers or heavy drin- 
kers. 

Some researchers in partic- 
ular think substances found 
in red wine, known as poly- 
phenols. confer strong bene- 
fits in addition to alcohol. 

But that is no good to peo- 
ple who cannot or do not 
wish to drink. So Dr. Wil- 
liam's group extracted the 
polyphenols. 

They had 20 healthy male 
volunteers drink red wine, 
while wine or the non-alco- 
holic drink every day for two 
weeks, and then measured 
their cholesterol levels. 

Dr. Howard said blood 
tests showed that red wine 
and the extract both acted to 
stop oxidation, the same 
process as seen in rusting 
metal, which causes low- 


density lipoproteins (LDL) 
to harden and clog up arter- 
ies. 

This process, known as 
atherosclerosis, is one of the 
most common hallmarks of 
heart disease. The resear- 
chers plan longer-term tests. 

Dr. Howard said he 
thought both the alcohol 
and the polyphenols in red 
wine gave benefits. 

“It does seem thai alcohol 
in general prolongs life." he 
said. ‘The red wine effect is 
probably additional to that." 

Dr. Howard said red-wine 
drinkers in the south of 
France had lower races of 
heart disease than other 
people eating a high-fat 
diet, although other resear- 
chers say the Mediterranean 
diet overall, with large 
amounts of fruit and vegeta- 
bles. is the likely cause. 

He said plans were under 
way to set up a production 


facility boiling down Ca- 
bernet Sauvignon wine in 
the south of France to mar- 
ket the drink, which has 
been named outrivine. 

“We are going to launch it 
in Singapore at the end of 
March to see whai people 
think about it," Dc Howard 
'said. 

“They can't drink wine at 
all so thai would be a good 
tesL” 

Dr. Howard, who helped 
develop the hugely popular 
Cambridge Diet, added: “I 
think later on it would be 
introduced into the Euro- 
pean countries, especially 
the Scandinavian countries 
like Norway because thev 
can’t drink at all and drive.” 

Dr. Howard hopes eventu- 
ally to sell the drink in su- 
permarkets. He and col- 
leagues were presenting 
their findings recently at a 
conference in Cambridge. 


WHO warns of global 
surge in blindness 


GENEVA ( R t — The World 
Health Organisation 

1 WHO) warned Friday that 
some 75 million people, 
twice the current figure, 
could be blind by the year 
2020 unless there was a glo- 
bal effort to hail the trend. 

In a report issued after 
week-long discussions in 
Geneva by experts from 
around the world, the Uni- 
ted Nations agency said de- 
veloping countries would be 
hardest hit but industrialised 
economies were also suffer- 
ing. 

Within the next quarter of 
a century, the WHO said, 
“blindness and serious visu- 
al disability, already a pub- 
lic health problem — will 


become a major socio-eco- 
nomic burden world- 
wide..." 

The development “may 
even thwart progress in 
some middle and low-in- 
come countries." the report 
declared. 

The WHO said that at pre- 
sent close to 150 million 
people around the globe 
suffered from significant 
visual disability, of whom 
58 million were blind. 

More than two-thirds of 
these cases could be avoid- 
ed “through adequate and 
timely intervention and 
treatment." it added. 

Of about seven million 
people who now lose their 
sight every year. 70 per cent 


had vision restored through 
treatment — leaving the 
overall number of blind inc- 
reasing by up to two million 
annually. 

Some 80 per cent of these 
new ca'es were related to 
ageing. 

Based on demographic 
trends, the experts estimat- 
ed that by 2020 there would 
be around 54 million blind 
people around the world 
aged over 60. 50 million in 
developing countries. 

In other age groups, the 
total number in 25 years 
time would be over 21 mil- 
lion. the WHO said. 

The report said that by 
2020 the burden of disa- 
bling eye diseases on natio- 


nal economies would also 
surge. 

“The costs for eye care 
and surgery are expected to 
escalate because of inc- 
reased demand and as a re- 
sult of the introduction of 
new technologies." it dec- 
lared. 

"To curt) this trend, a new 
global initiative is needed, 
bringing together interna- 
tional organisations, go- 
vernments. non-govem- 
mental development organi- 
sations and industry in a 

WHO-coordinated interna- 
tional effort to eliminate 
avoidable blindness and vi- 
sual disability." the WHO 
said. 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1 . On the fourth day. 

2. ICELAND. (The older of the two is ihe Elder tor 
Poetic). 

Edda written about 1270 and the other is Sronri. 
Srurhuson's Younger tor Prose) Edda. 

3. MALI, at the southern boundary of the Sahara. 

4. Varieties of bricks. 

5. Launching missiles (Rocks). It was a siege engine. 


PUZZLES i 

i 

RISGO j 

| 

WE managed to ring up 1 1 1 points. j 

Did you do better? j 

i 

POISTS: I 

1 

Ability 7, ion 3. lii 3. mina 4. nation 6, pew 3. respect 7. ! 
respectability U. rite 4. spec 4. tab 3, term 4. termination j # 
M. type 4. typewrite 9. typewriter 10. writ 4. write 5. j ' 
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Palestinians keep open agenda 
for reconciliation talks in Nablus 


ft AM ALL AH (Agenciesi 
.—AH topics ol dispute will 
be on the table when the 
Palestinian National 
Authority iPNA) u|' Yasser 
Arafat and opposition 
groups meet in reconcilia- 
tion talks on Thursday, offi- 
cials said. 

“We chose not to set an 
agenda so that ii couldn't 


entering the talks. 

We want to discuss a 
number of issues such as 
the resistance against settle- 
ment. Jerusalem, the 
refugees, borders." he said. 

These are the issues to be 
determined in the final-sta- 
tus negotiations with Israel, 
which are due to be con- 
cluded by May 1999. The 


be said that the authority Palestinians hope to win an 
wanted to slack things in its independent state from the 


wanted to stack things in it’s 
favour." Palestinian Com- 
munication Minister Imad 
FaJuji. one of ihe meeting's 
organisers, said Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. Aratal will intend the 
"national dialogue" due to 
begin in the West Bank city 
of Nablus on Thursday, 
gathering the PNA, the 
largest opposition group 
Hamas, and seven other 
secular opposition factions. 

The opposition groups 
will “put forward working 
papers and committees wifi 
be formed on each issue." 
Mr. FaJuji told AFP. 

Mr. Arafat called the 
meeting, the first to attract 
such wide participation, in 
a bid to end differences 
within Palestinian ranks 
before entering final-status 
negotiations with Israel, 
due to start in mid-March. 

Abdul Rahim Mallouh. a 
member of the political 
office of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP). said there 
were “no preconditions for 


talks." 

"We also want to discuss 
the issues of political liber- 
ties and the political 
detainees in Palestinian 
prisons, Mr. Mallouh said. 

Hamas seeks to discuss 
"regulating the relations 
between police and the 
public and opening the way 
for all to participate in 
building Palestine,” another 
political source said. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) has 
been the main victim of a 
crackdown by Palestinian 
police against militants fol- 
lowing a series of suicide 
bombings in Israel last Feb- 
ruary and March. 

Police arrested hundreds 
of militants from opposi- 
tion groups and although 
most have since been 
released, tight control is 
kept on the groups’ activi- 
ties. 

The DFLP and PFLP dis- 
closed Tuesday that they 
have withdrawn from a 
Damascus-based Palestin- 


Weizman 'not to press' 
Elizabeth to visit Israel 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman. on the second 
day of a state visit here, 
said Wednesday he would 
not press Queen Elizabeth 
II to accept his invitation 
to visit Israel if she found 
it inconvenient. 

Mr. Weizman. the first 
Israeli president to make;a 
state visit to Bri^arn' 
extended the invitation at 
a banquet at Buckingham 
Palace Tuesday night, but 
he spoke after the queen 
and she had no chance to 
formally respond. 

“The queen will of 
course be advised by her 
ministers.” said a palace 
spokesman, adding that 
she was “very grateful for 
the president’s kind invita- 
tion." 

“At some mutually con- 
venient rime in the future 
the queen looks forward to 
the opportunity of taking it 
up.” he said, adding, the 
queen's programme was 
“extremely busy" for the 
next two years. 

‘If she has difficulty 
politically. 1 would not 
press the point." Mr. 
Weizman told the BBC 
Wednesday, the second 
day of his visit, but added. 
"I would like definitely to 
see Iter there." 

The queen's husband. 
Prince Philip, and her 
eldest son and heir to the 
throne. Prince Charles, 
have N>th visited Israel in 
recent years, but the queen 
herself never has. 

Mr. Weizman has close 
personal ties to Britain. 
His wife. Reuma. was 
bom in London, and Mr. 


Weizman was a Royal Air 
Force fighter pilot during 
World War II. 

On Wednesday. Mr. 
Weizman and the queen 
were to unveil a statue 
memorial to Raoul Wal- 
lenberg. the Swedish 
diplomat who saved thou- 
sands of Jews from the 
Holocaust. 

Mr. Wallenberg served 
in Hungary during the 
World War II and is wide- 
ly believed to have helped 
up to 70.000 Jews evade 
the Nazis' clutches. 

Towards the end of the 
conflict he was captured 
by the Red .Army and dis- 
appeared although there 
have since been uncon- 
firmed sightings of the 
diplomat in Russia. 

Mr. Weizman was visit- 
ing the Bank of England 
on Wednesday and meet- 
ing with Prime Minister 
John Majorat 10 Downing 
Street. 

He was also scheduled 
to meet with opposition 
leaders Tony Blair of the 
Labour Parry and Paddy 
Ashdown of the Liberal 
Democrats. 

Tuesday night’s banquet 
was a feast of mutual 
accolades, with the queen 
lauding the “close and 
vital *" relationship" 
between Britain and Israel 
and “the great contribution 
which Jewish families 
have made to our national 
life since the days of the 
Norman kings." 

She toasted Israel’s first 
couple with the traditional 
“lechavim" — “to life." 


ian opposition coalition. 

Sources from the two 
groups said they had pulled 
out in protest at “the rejec- 
tion by extremist members 
within the coalition" of a 
united Palestinian stand 
since right-wing leader 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
came to power in Israel. 

The DFLP of Nayef 
Hawaimeh and George 
Ha bash's PFLP have boy- 
coned meetings of the 
coalition since they pulled 
out in June, despite repeat- 
ed efforts to seal a reconcil- 
iation. the sources told AFP. 

Eight other groups remain 
in the coalition. 

The PFLP also stressed 
last week that a Palestinian 
dialogue was necessary 
ahead of talks with Israel 
scheduled to open in mid- 
March on the final status of' 
the Palestinian territories. 
The call was condemned 
by other Damascus-based 
opposition groups. 

Hamas, which staged a 
series of anti-Israeli suicide 
bombings a year ago. said 
in a statement that its atten- 
dance at the dialogue “does 
not represent a change in 
our attitude towards the 
Oslo” self-rule accords. A1 
Quds reported. 

The smaller Islamic 
Jihad, which also joined the 
bombing spree last Febru- 
ary and March which left 
58 dead, has balked at join- 
ing the national dialogue. 


Saudi crash 
victim families 
compensated 

DUBAI (R) — Families 
of 132 victims in the 
world’s deadliest mid-air 
collision over India in 
November have received 
S2.74 million compensa- 
tion, Saudi Arabian Air- 
lines officials said on 
Wednesday. 

A total of 349 ■ people 
aboard the Saudi Jumbo jet 
and the Kazakh cargo 
plane died in the crash. 
The Saudi aircraft had 312. 
people on board, mostly 
Indian and Nepalese 
labourers travelling to the 
kingdom for work. 

"A total settlement of 
$2.74 million was spent on 
compensation for 1 32 
Saudi airline passengers 
and their luggage," one 
official told Reuters by 
telephone from Saudi Ara- 
bia. "They included 130 
Indians and two Pakista- 
nis." 

The sum, paid by the air- 
line's international insur- 
ers. included $20,000 in 
compensation per person 
as well as compensation 
for lost personal luggage 
and handbags. 

"Applications for 60 oth- 
ers are being processed 
and we hope payment will 
start soon," added the offi- 
cial. 

The international insur- 
ers will cover the passen- 
gers while Saudi Arabian 
Airlines and the Saudi 
government will pay com- 
pensation for the flight's 
crew and security person- 
nel. A New Delhi high 
court judge probing the 
crash is yet to announce 
his findings. 



King meets German officer 
and Yemeni defence chief 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday received at the Royal Court Germany's 
Assistant Chief-of-Staff for Training General Schwert 
and an accompanying delegation. 

King Hussein discussed with the delgation bilateral 
ties and the means to promote them. The meeting was 
attended by Royal Court Chief Awn Khasawneh and 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs-ot-StafT Field Marshal 
Abdul Hafez Mirai as well as German Ambassador to 
Jordan Peter Mende. 

The King also received at the Royal Court, in the 
presence of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
Yemeni Minister of Defence Abdul Malek Siyyani, who 
relayed to the King a message from Yemeni President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh on bilateral relations, particularly in 
defence matters and exchange of expertise. 

Attending the meeting was Field Marshal Mirai and 
Yemeni Ambassador to" Jordan Hassan A1 Lawzi. King 
Hussein conferred upon Mr. Siyyani the A I Kawkab 
Medal of the First Order. 


His Majesty King Hussein on Wednesday presents the A1 Kawkab Medal of the Hussein conferred upon Mr. Siyyani the Al Kawka 
First Order to Yemeni Defence Minister Abdul Malek Siyyani (Petra photo) Medal of the First Older. 


East Jerusalem transformed by 30 years of Israeli building 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel's decision 
to authorise the building of 
a new Jewish suburb in East 
Jerusalem sets the seal on 
30 years of creeping con- 
struction and crown Israeli 
domination of the Holy 
City's Arab sector. 

Since occupying and 
“annexing" East Jerusalem 
in 1967. Israel has 
embarked on a frenzied 
campaign of building Jew- 
ish homes on confiscated 
land, pushing the Jewish 
population of the eastern 
sector up to 170.000. 

The 10 Jewish suburbs, 
which mushroomed on the 
back of a systematic gov- 
ernment policy of confis- 
cating land, now complete- 
ly surround ibe 155.000 
Arab Palestinians of East 
Jerusalem. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benvamin Netanyahu was 
expected Wednesday to 
approve the building of the 


11th Jewish suburb of East 
Jerusalem, despite Palestin- 
ian Threats of a violent 
backlash if the project went 
ahead. 

The “Har Homa" neigh- 
bourhood on the Jabal Abu 
Ghoneim hill between East 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem is 
to provide 6.500 homes for 
an additional 25,000 
Israelis. 

The decision follows in 
the footsteps of previous 
governments, which since 
Israel's iniemationaJly- 
unrecognised decision to 
annexe East Jerusalem and 
make ir pan of its “eternal 
capital” have pursued vig- 
orous expansion plans. 

A third of all Arab and 
communal land in the sec- 
tor has been confiscated to 
make way for the 38.000 
homes built so far exclu- 
sively for Jews. In addition, 
they have been subsidised 
with massive grants from 
the housina ministry. 


In contrast, just 600 hous- 
es have been built under the 
same favourable conditions 
for Palestinians who repre- 
sent 28 per cent of the total 
population of Jerusalem. 

“Not only has the land 
been confiscated from the 
Palestinians, but the Israeli 
municipality has given out 
very sparingly private per- 
mits allowing construction 
on land which still belongs 
to them." said sociologist 
Meron Benvenisti. 

The former deputy Israeli 
mayor of Jerusalem also 
dismissed the government's 
attempt to cushion the blow 
of the Har Homa decision 
by announcing the con- 
struction of 3.000 new 
Palestinian homes as a 
“huge bluff." 

“Each time a construction 
project is launched, govern- 
ments announce they will 
build for the Palestinians so 
as to appease the 
international community." 


he said. 

“But at the end of the day. 
nothing happens on the 
ground." he added. 

Mr. Benvenisti pointed to 
the announcement several 
years ago. complete with 
media fanfare, of plans to 
build 7.500 houses for 
Palestinians in the Beit 
Hanina area in north 
Jerusalem. The houses are 
still on the drawing board. 

Israel began its building 
programme in East 
Jerusalem as soon as it 
seized the sector in June 
1967 by flushing out Pales- 
tinians living in the old 
city's Jewish quarter — 
abandoned by its Jewish 
residents in 1948. 

The Israeli authorities 
then recognised the validity 
of tide deeds of properties 
owned by Jews in East 
Jerusalem before the divi- 
sion of the city 1 in 1948. 

But at the same time they 
refused to recognise the 


title deeds of properties 
belonging to Arabs in West 
Jerusalem, which has been 
under Israeli control from 
I94S. 

In 1968, Israel's supreme 
court ruled that Israelis and 
Arabs in Jerusalem should 
live separately to cut down 
tension, but the decision 
has only been strictly 
implemented against Pales- 
tinians. 

Ultra-nationalist Israeli 
settlers have been able to 
buy up properry in the heart 
of the Muslim quarter of the 
Old City and in the Arab 
neighbourhood of Silwan. 
often using foreign compa- 
nies as front organisations. 

Pan of the government's 
policy of rapid expansion 
has been to extend the offi- 
cial area of Jerusalem by 
200 per cent through the 
absorption of Palestinian 
villages and parts of the 
West Bank. 


Iranian diplomat slams 
Turkish army show of 
force against Islamists 

ANKARA (AIT) — An Iranian diplomat in Turkey 
Wednesday. . lambasted a show of force by the Turkish 
military against pro-Islamic forces here, in a move like 
to strain the ties between the two countries. 

“The move by the army tanks is the reflection of an 
understanding based on force," Iran's Consule General 
Said Zare in the eastern city of Erzurum told the UBA 
news agency in an interview. 

“Are the tanks not an expression of violence? How can 
this be in compliance with the principles of a state of 
law?" Gen. Zare said. Tensions flared in Turkey 
between the Islamists and the influential military', the 
defenders of modem Turkey's secular principles, in 
early February in the wake of a controversial rally by 
Islamic fundamentalists in an Ankara suburb. 

Those who addressed the rally in Sinead district, 
including Iran's ambassador in Ankara. Mohammad 
Bagheri. called for the adoption of Islamic law in 
Turkey, prompting an uproar by secular groups. 

On Feb. 4, dozens of army tanks drove across the 
streets of Sincan in an apparent show of force against 
the Islamists, also raising concerns of a possible coup. 

Ties between Turkey and Iran also deteriorated, with 
Mr. Bagheri silently returning to Tehran after a protest 
by the Turkish Foreign Ministry. 

Gen. Zare also denounced remarks by a top Turkish 
general. Deputy' Chief of the General Staff Cevik Bir 
who, according to Turkish press reports, accused Iran of 
helping terrorists at a public speech in the United States 
last week. 

“General Bir’s statement is very irresponsible and we 
don’t allow any official to make such irresponsible 
remuks against us," Gen. Zare said. 

Turkey's ambassador in Tehran, osman koruturk. was 
summoned to 

the Iranian Foreign Ministry' on Monday and was pre- 
sented a protest note regarding Gen. Bir's remarks. 

Diplomatic sources said the Turkish foreign ministry 
would launch an investigation into Gen. Zare's 
remarks and might take an action aeainst him. 


King warns Netanyahu I Israel 


(Continued from page 1) 

and considers them as ille- 
gal and contravening 
international laws and 
endangering the peace 
process," he added. 

King Hussein and the 
Crown Prince have repeat- 
edly made it very clear to 
Israel that any move to 
change the demographic 
and geographic features of 
the occupied territories is 
unacceptable, whether in 
the political, legal or reli- 


gious context. 

The King has also warned 
that the Israeli move to 
build on Jabal Abu Ghneim 
could trigger a violent reac- 
tion from the Palestinians, 
who have already warned 
of such an eventuality. 

It is also clear that Jordan 
has given little significance 
to Mr. Netanyahu's promise 
of “even-handed" develop- 
ment of Jewish and Pales- 
tinian communities in 
Jerusalem. 


China, Israel oppose 
religious extremism 


BEIJING (AFP) — China and 
Israel stand together in their 
total opposition to radicalism 
that uses religion to promote 
extremism. Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy said 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Levy- was speaking just 
hours after a bomb attack in 
Urumqi. the capital of China's 
only Muslim-majority region. 
Xinjiang. 

Asked whether the Chinese 
side had raised the issue of fun- 
damentalism during his talks 
with senior Chinese leaders. 
Mr. Levy said: “Yes. absolute- 
ly" 

“We share a similar view of 
this danger." said Mr. Levy, 
who arrived in China on Mon- 
day for a three-dav visit. 

As well as his counteipan 
Qian Qichen. Mr. Levy met 
with President Jiang Zemin. 
Premier Li Peng and Vice Pre- 


mier Li Lanqine. 

“When religion becomes a 
weapon and it is something that 
takes a life, it is extremely dan- 
gerous ... and threatens us with 
a return to the darkest ages of 
the past." Mr. Levy said. 

“I'm pointing at those who in 
the name of Islam are develop- 
ing a son of poison and trying 
to threaten other people. This is 
not true Islam. 

“People try to misuse to 
spread values totally opposed 
to the values of mutual respect 
between human beings,” he 
said. China and Israel estab- 
lished diplomatic relations in 
early 1992. 

Although Beijing has not 
hesitated to criticise Israel over 
its handling of relations with 
Palestinians or its Middle East- 
ern neighbours in the last year, 
the two sides enjoy friendly lies 
and growing bilateral trade. 


Memories of Israeli blitz scar Lebanon ’s children 


CANA. Lebanon (R) — As 
nishi falls over southern 
Lebanon. nine-year-old 
Bassinia Balya dreams 
once again (hat Israeli war- 
planes" an? rocketing her 
home and her brother is 
lying in the rubble soaked 
. in blood. 

BusMmn is one of many 
Lebanese children trauma- 
tised bv a 17-day Israeli 
blitz in April 1996 that 
killed 200 people, mostly 
civilians, and lorced some 
400.000 refugees to flee 
iheir homes in South 
Lebanon under a torrent of 
bombs and shells. 

“When night tails 1 
remember everything. I see 
horrible dreams in w hich 
rackets hit our house. In 
one recent dream, a shell mi 
mv brother and he was 

sdakinc his b !°° 1 . 1 : 
Bassima told Reuters in Jib- 
sheet. one ol die worst -hit 


villages next to the South 
Lebanon zone Israel occu- 
pies. 

Sample psychiatric sur- 
veys of some 500 southern 
children by the Lebanese 
Institute for Development 
Research and Applied Care 
(1DRAC) show that depres- 
sion. anxiety and post-trau- 
matic stress were the main 
psychiatric disorders of 
Lebanese children who 
lived through the Israeli 
military operation. 

Psychiatrists say the sam- 
ple surveys, commissioned 
bv the United Nations Chil- 
drens’ Fund (UNICEF) and 
Lebanon’s Education Min- 
istry. show the effect of the 
blitz on some 45.000 chil- 
dren and adolescents in 
South Lebanon aged 
between seven and IS 
vears. including 2,500 con- 
sidered to be the worst 
affected. 


The psychiatrists say the 
children may never fully 
recover from the scars 
inflicted on their minds by 
the images of death and 
destruction they witnessed 
during 17 days of air raids 
and shelling of defenceless 
towns and villages. 

Time alone does not nec- 
essarily heal trauma and the 
children must be helped to 
learn to confront their fears 
and bad memories — the 
First act on the road of 
recovery, psychiatrists say. 

“From a purely statistical 
and scientific way of look- 
ing at things, the result of 
the surveys shows how 
deeply disturbing this expe- 
rience was to the mental 
health of children living 
and suffering day after day 
the memory of this experi- 
ence,” IDRAC said in its 
report. 

"After the aggression 


39.8 per cent of the children 
and adolescents suffered 
from psychiatric disorders." 
it said 

Just over 30 per cent of 
the 2,500 children most 
exposed to the bombard- 
ments suffered from over- 
anxiety and 73.3 per cent 
had symptoms of over-anx- 
iety. 

Some 50 per cent experi- 
enced difficulty in sleeping 
and 13.8 per cent suffered 
from depression. 

And 40.5 per cent of the 
children thought about 
death or committing suicide 
immediately after the blitz, 
the report said. 

In jibsheeL 1 2-year-old 
Hussein Tarhine told a 
Reuters reporter visiting his 
school of his fear of war 
and death. 

“1 would like to die a nat- 
ural death. War death is 
ugly. You get hurt and dis- 


figured before your heart 
stops beating.” Hussein 
said when asked about his 
memories of the blitz. 

A U.S.-brokered ceasefire 
understanding on April 26 
ended the land, air and sea 
bombardment dubbed 
"operation Grapes of 
Wrath." Israel said its aim 
was to crush guerrillas 
Fighting to oust its troops 
from South Lebanon and 
stop them lobbing 
Katyusha rockets into 
Israel. Militarily. it 
achieved neither objective. 

Immediately after the 
blitz. IDRAC-trained teach- 
ers in several schools in 
South Lebanon in therapeu- 
tic methods to give psycho- 
logical “first aid" to the 
worst-affected students. 

The treatment tackled 
post-traumatic stress disor- 
der by identifying the chil- 
drens’ common fears after 


their experiences, IDRAC 
said. 

“After the blitz, students 
were unable to concentrate, 
they seemed to be Iosl I 
wasn't harsh on them. After 
all. I went through the same 
horrible experience.’* Fati- 
ma Kamel Atiyyah. a 
teacher in the- village of 
Cana, said. 

“I had to be understand- 
ing and flexible. Through 
the intervention method, 1 
was helping them and help- 
ing myself roo," she said. 

Cana was the scene of the 
worst atrocity of the mili- 
tary attack when Israeli 
gunners poured nearly a 
score of shells into a U.N. 
military post where hun- 
dreds of refugees were shel- 
tering. killing an estimated 
102 men, women and chil- 
dren. 

Seven-year-old Ali Buiji, 
whose familv lives in Cana, 


witnessed the slaughter, 
including the deaths of his 
closest friends. Hadi and 
Aboudi. 

“A Fijian soldier carried 
me and ran outside the shel- 
ter. He suddenly stopped 
and pointed at two bodies 
lying on the ground,” .Ali 
told Reuters. "They were 
Aboudi and Hadi. hit in the 
stomach, in the back, in the 
head and in the legs, a scene 
I will never forget ” 

Zeinab NahhaJ. an eighr- 
year-old girl in Jibsheet, 
still lives in fear of the 
Israelis. 

“I fear Israelis the most. I 
fear they might take my 
younger sister,” Zeinab told 
Reuters. “I never let go of 
her hand in the streeL I like 
her the most in this world 
and will never let anyone 
get near her." 


approves 
'Har Homa' 
building 

(Continued from page 1) 

and a ploy rather than a 
real effort to deal with the 
desperate housing needs 
of the Palestinian popula- 
tion.” 

Successive Israeli gov- 
ernments have imposed 
restrictions on Arab build- 
ing in East Jerusalem, 
with the aim of keeping 
the city's demographic 
balance at 72 per cent 
Jews and 28 per cent 
Arabs — the population 
breakdown right after the 
1967 war. Arabs have a 
higher birth rate than 
Jews. 

Israeli boosted the num- 
ber of security forces in 
Jerusalem and the West 
Bank ahead of Wednes- 
day’s decision for fear of 
Palestinian protests. The 
Israeli army said 
armoured vehicles and 
sharp-shooters had been 
deployed. 

“We have taken rhe nec- 
essary measures, since the 
Palestinians have made it 
clear they do not accept 
that Jerusalem is Israel's 
capital," Interior Security 
Minister Avigdor Kaha- 
lani said. 

On Tuesday, several 
hundred Palestinians 
staged a protest march 
from Bethlehem to the 
site planned for the new 
Jewish settlement. 

In New York, the Pales- 
tinian representative to 
the United Nations, Nass- 
er Al-Kidwa. called for an 
emergency meeting of the 
Security Council “asking 
Israel to rescind its deci- 
sion." 

The top Palestinian rep- 
resentative in Jerusalem, 
Faisal Husseini. earlier 
called the Jabal Abu 
Ghneim a plan “a declara- 
tion of war" and warned it 
could spark a repeat of 
Israeli-Palestinian clashes 
last September. 

He dismissed Mr. 
Netanyahu's promise to 
build Arab homes, saying: 
“We don't trust 
Netanyahu's promises." 
Past Israeli governments 
have drawn up plans to 
build for Arabs in East 
Jerusalem, but they were 
never carried out. 
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Steep drop in Iraqi transit 
cargo impairs Aqaba port 
for seventh straight year 


By Suleiman A1 Khalidi 

Reuters 

.AMMAN — Jordan’s Red 
Sea port of Aqaba had a 
seventh straight poor year 
in 1996. hit by a lack of 
Iraqi business while Bagh- 
dad awaited the U.N. “oil- 
for-food" accord, business- 
men and shippers said 
Tuesday. 

Jordan Shipping Agents 
Association (JSAA) figures 
show 1996 tonnage" — 
including reexports to Iraq 
— rose two per cent to 
1 2,008. S29 tonnes from 
11.755,860 tonnes in 1995. 

‘There is still a steep drop 
in Iraqi transit cargo from 
its pre-Gulf war peak and 
Iraqi exports via Aqaba port 
continue to be non-exis- 
tent." Sufain Muhaisen. 
head of JSAA. told Reuters. 

Iraq imported in 1996 via 
Aqaba 345.325 tonnes of 
sugar, rice and whear. 50 
per cent down from 
685.065 tonnes in 1995. 

Aqaba has suffered since 
the imposition of a U.N. 


trade embargo on Iraq after 
it invaded Kuwait in 1990. 
Iraqi-bound cargo was 6.1 
million tonnes" in 19S9 
along with over one million 
tonnes of Iraqi petrochemi- 
cal exports via Aqaba. 

Tonnage through Aqaba 
has shrunk from a peak of 
20 million tonnes in 1988. 
when at least a third of 
cargo was for Baghdad. 

Iraqi purchases of wheat 
fell 36 per cent to 155.270 
tonnes from 246,020 tonnes 
in 1995, sugar imports to 
1 29. 1 85 tonnes from 
296.445 tonnes and rice 
imports to 60.870 tonnes 
from 142,600 tonnes. 

Shippers attribute the 
1996 drop to Iraq waiting 
for the “oil-for food" deal 
that lets Iraq sell $2 billion 
worth of oil over six 
months to buy food and 
humanitarian supplies. It 
took effect in December. 

Iraq also had substantial 
rice and sugar purchases 
from the Far East delivered 
to Um Qasr. its sole sea out- 
let. instead of Aqaba. 


traders said. 

Businessmen say a rise in 
Jordanian cargo was limit- 
ed by an economic slow- 
down in 1996. Aqaba 
exports rose to 7.35 million 
tonnes from 6-63 million 
tonnes, of which six million 
tonnes was Jordan's main 
currency earners — phos- 
phates and potash. Jordan- 
bound imports fell to 4.1 
million tonnes from 4.4 
million in 1995. 

Jordanian businessmen 
hope for renewed activity 
once food shipments under 
the oU-for-food plan start 
unloading, possibly next 
month. Shippers said they 
expect 250,000 tonnes of 
French wheat bought by 
Iraq to discharge at Aqaba 
in March and April. 

Shippers hope at least 20 
per cent of Iraqi purchases 
will go via Aqaba. To boost 
Aqaba's competitiveness, 
Jordan will soon cut han- 
dling charges for Iraq- 
bound cargo that were 
already reduced 20 per cenL 
last year, officials said. 


Lebanese growth slows 


BEIRUT (Ri — Economic 
growth in Lebanon slowed in 
1996 after three years of sus- 
tained expansion, the Bank of 
Lebanon said in it latest eco- 
nomic bulletin on Tuesday. 

The central bank said its 
coincident indicator of eco- 
nomic activity stood at 168.3 at 
the end of December, just a 
fraction above its December 


1995 level of 166.9 which was 
17.1 per cent higher than its 
December 1994 level. 

Lebanese officials have said 
that one cause for the slowing 
of economic growth in 1996 
was a 17-day Israeli blitz in 
April that killed 200 people and 
caused extensive damage esti- 
mated at some S500 million. 

The bank said the economy 
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performed unevenly during 
1996. 

“Industry, trade, marine 
transport and construction sec- 
tors followed a downward 
trend while reconstruction 
work continued on the same 
pace and financial and tourism 
services marked sustained 
growth,” it said. 

The coincident indicator 
combines 12 economic series 
including imports, exports, 
electricity output and airport 
and port activity but the bank 
has not revealed the weighting 
of the different series and some 
economists question its value. 

The 1 centfig bank Created the 
indicator in 1993 because of a 
lack of reliable data in Lebanon 
which prevents precise calcula- 
tion of gross domestic product 
(GDP) and economic growth. 
The indicator stood at 100 in 
January 1993. 

The bank said foreign debt 
rose $4643 million in 1996 to 
$1,768.9 million at the end of 
December. Foreign debt stood 
at $1304.6 million in Decem- 
ber 1995. 
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ACROSS 
1 — spumante 
5 — out 
(reprimand) 

9 Nasty kid 

13 Role 

14 Abhor 

15 Trademark 

16 Negligent one 

19 Woodworking 
machines 

20 Bakery come-on 

21 Nav. off. 

22 Harper Valley 
org. 

24 Genetic letters 

25 Auto 

28 River to the Bay 
of Biscay 
30 Ellipsoidal 
32 Ancient Greek 
walk 
35 Only 

37 Like bowling 
alleys 

38 Moderate 

41 Soap plant 

42 Excavation 

43 Muffins 

44 Studied again 
46 Mother-of-pearl 

48 NFL scores: 
abbr. 

49 Sibling 

51 RR Stop: abbr. 

52 Paddle 

55 Clearances 
57 Juice fruit 
59 Assortment of 
sorts 

62 Jim Davis 
cartoon 
character 

63 Snow field 

64 Wrongful act 

65 Wagers 

66 Sow 

67 Literary 
collections 

DOWN 

1 Tell’s target 

2 Kind of 
packaging 

3 Gaits 

4 Yen 

5 Punish 


9 

10 

11 

12 

15 
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1 22 I 1 23 ■■24 


1 25 26 1 27 


1 32 133 134 


29 31 






|49 SO 


152 1 53 154 


56 I H57 58 


by Philip J. Anderson 


6 Owns 

7 Musical James 

3 Strange 

9 Culpable 

10 Ecclesiastical 
court 

11 In the past 

12 Rocky crag 

17 Man" (1984 
film) 

18 Tabu 

23 “ — With a View” 

25 Boat for the 
brave 

26 “The —’'(TV 
show) 

27 Salmon 
spawning areas 

28 Soup spoon 

29 Impish 

31 Vast 

32 Sting 

33 Used a 
stopwatch 

34 Smells 

36 Lab burners 

39 Escaping liquids 


QQQQQ Hcrao □□□□ 
□□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□ a nn a □□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□ 

hqhqq mmmmm 
□□□ □□□ □□□□ 
□□ □□HD □□□□□HDD 
□EfflH OC9QQH HBHD 
□□□□□□□□ DODDDBl 
□HQQ DHH 000 
□□□□□ QQQQD 
□HDD □□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□ DDE® DBHQD 

mmmu □□□□ hhhdh 

□BHD □□□□ □□□□□ 
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40 Intimidated 54 Lets 

45 Aromatic herb 55 Brief bad mood 

47 — avis 56 Hook’s cohort 

50 Broadway fights 58 — boy! 

52 Edible bulb 59 Male swan 

53 Plato’s 60 Poem 

marketplace 61 First lady 


60 Poem 

61 First lady 


Expert: 
Syria needs 
$60 billion 
to boost 
employment 


DAMASCUS (AFP) 

— Syria needs S60 
billion to create new 
jobs for three million 
people who will join 
the work-age popula- 
tion between now and 
2011, according to an 
economic study pub- 
lished Wednesday. 

There were 4.225 
billion Syrians of 
working age in 1994, 
but that figure is 
expected to rise to 
7.290 billion in 2011, 
study by Damascus 
University Economics 
Professor Saad 

Nabulsi showed. 

According to the 
International Labour 
Organisation, the cre- 
ation of one job in 
developing countries 
costs $20,000. Dr. 
Nabulsi said. 

He also forecast an 
increase in working 
women from 16 per 
cent of the workforce 
in 1994 to 25 per cent 
in 2011. 

He said that the Syr- 
ian population is 
expected to rise to 21 
million in 2011 from 
15 million in 1995. 
according to recent 
official statistics. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Get out to parties, or just 
go visiting with your loved 
ones today, and see as many 
old friends as possible. 
Bring along some small 
meaningful gifts which will 
be appreciated by the recipi- 
ent and show him or her of 
vour kindness. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Take some time today to 
do something of a communi- 
ty-oriented "nature which 
will benefit others, and also 
make you feel good about 
yourself. Later this evening 
will be good to go out with 
your mate to a romantic 
spot 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Be sure you don’t 
neglect contacting loved 
ones and close friends today 
who are at a distance from 
you. Visit those later this 
evening who are lonely, and 
bring a present which will be 
very much appreciated. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Give 
much thought and time to 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1997 


the one you love today, and 
don't be afraid to speak your 
feelings openly to this per- 
son. Later this evening will 
be good for you to seek out 
fellow associa^&pd get 
their support on a project. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) 
An invitation may be 
extended to you today for 
some special function which 
you should accept, so as not 
to offend the sender. You 
should try to patch things up 
with someone you have 
recently had a disagreement. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Sep- 
tember 22) Make this today 
for genuine and pure happi- 
ness and show goodwill 
towards everyone you meet, 
especially those who seem 
sad Tonight will be good for 
you to stay home with loved 
ones and relax for the days 
ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 


October 22) You can have 
much happiness with your 
loved ones today. This is a 
good time to rediscover your 
youth by ..paying special 
^attention to^upgsters widi- 
"in your residence. Make an 
effort to seek out a bigwig 
for advice. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Stay at home 
with your loved ones today 
and enjoy the harmony and 
warmth there. Invite some 
friends in later this evening 
and everyone can have an 
enjoyable time. It would not 
be a good idea to go out to 
resta urant s. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
Make sure you take the time 
today to contact all the 
friends and relatives who 
may be expecting to hear 
from you. Later this evening 
be kind and understanding 


towards those who you feel 
are in a difficult mood. 
CAPRICORN: (December 
22 to January 20) Although 
this is a day today to have a 
wonderful time, don’t 
neglect to consider events in 
the days ahead. The world is 
your oyster later this evening 
i and it should be enjoyed ,by ; ; 
-those who are important in 
your life. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) This is a fine 
day today to be gregarious 
and to see as many friends 
and loved ones as you can. 
Group activities will be fun, 
especially if they are spent 
with close friends who don’t 
have anyone they can count 
on. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Be with die one 
you love today and get into 
the spirit of relaxing for the 
days ahead. Entertain some 
fascinating friends and 
favourite loved ones whom 
you wish to see at recre- 
ational activities which will 
be fun. 



Andy Capp 


Mutt’n’Jeff 




HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR THURSDAY, 

FEBRUARY 23,1997 g 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer: Carroll 
Fighter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Visit as many 
friends as you can today, 
since each one will add to 
your comentment If you 
buy a loved one a present, 
make it unique, so that he 
or she will be completely 
surprised and delighted by 

yoor efforts. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Even if bustling 
crowds usually make you 
a bit uncomfortable, today 
you’ll enjoy die feeling of 
camaraderie which will be 
present Later this evening 
wtill be a good time to 
meet with good friends for 
some furt 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Many new con- 
ditions and ideas will 
develop today, so make 
use of them and make 
your daily life more 
inspiring. Get plenty of 
rest this evening, for the 
next few days and die 
coming week will be 
stressfuL 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) If any 
unusual circumstances 
arise today, handle them 
wisely and with good 
humour. Don’t risk your 
reputation on any 
unproven business ven- 
ture which could make 
others doubt your abilities 
to handle career activities. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You can find some 
great success today if you 
involve yourself in some 
public function- Be sure 
you wear your finest | ’ 
clothes, so you will radi- f 
ate die appearance of 
someone who is prosper- I 
ous and is respected. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Present 
your fellow associates 
with some thoughtful, but 
inexpensive gifts roday. 
idnd they wffl’look at you 
in a new light Remain 
cheerful later this evening ■ 
and thereby you can have 
a pleasant attitude for the 
days ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) If you are 
invited to several parties 
tonight try to attend as 
many as possible without 
tiring yourself out. Be 
thoughtful to your loved 
ones today and they will 
respond in a thoughtful 
and pleasant manner. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Get your 
home in perfect order 
today, then have as many 
guests in as you can fit. Be 
a charming host or hostess 
to those who are in your A 
home and thereby you can * 
make a good impression 
upon them as a friendly 
individual. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Your communication 
skills are especially sharp 
today, so make any calls, 
which will benefit year. Be 
very careful while driving 
on the highway this 
evening, so that you don’t 
get into any difficulties. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Study your financial situa- 
tion carefully today, and 
you can reap fine rewards 
in the days ahead. Listen 
carefully to any advice 
you receive from knowl- 
edgeable people and act / 
upon this information * 

with enthus iasm 

AQUARIUS: (January 
21 to February 19) Show 
those in positions of 
power that you ae ambi- 
tious today, and you’ll get 
fine -results. Get into the 
spirit later this eveajng of 
bring with close friends 
and you will eiqoy being 
in their company for fan 
activities. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Doing some- 
thing unusual today for 
your mate can bring you 
both much happiness. Be 
sure that your plans for 
this evening; include close 
friends and loved ones, 
who will be pleased to 
enjoy your company. 

Birttisione of February. 1 
Amefliyst — Onyx 
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JStrong yen depresses Japanese car sales in Arab Gulf states 


~#BU DHABI 1 AFP 1 — a 

* n lI,c > cn ;, gaiasi die 
■ tfbilar since !W| 

7- -shiaply depressed Japan's 
: ic&f exports to the region but 
_C|thc Asian indusirial giant 
^-j^seinains the dominant sup- 


plier, import figures have 

showed. 

Japan controlled nearlv 63 
per cent of the lucrative car 
market in the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) in 1991 but the share 



Study shows AFM brokers 
charging very low commission 

** A COM PA RATTY E study that covered 17 emerging 
markets in the world shows that commission charged by 
brokers at the Amman Financial Market (AFM) is one of 
the lowest as 13 markets charge commissions higher than 
Jordan’s stock market. According to the study, only four 
markets charge either equal or less commissions than the 
AFM. 

Brokers at the stock exchange charge 0.65 per cent for 
the ordinary transaction. The percentage is reduced to 0.5 
per cent if the transaction exceeds JD 20.000. The AFM 
charges 20 per cent of the brokers' commissions in accor- 
dance with article 73 of the AFM bylaws. 

Following are the commissions charged In the 18 
emerging markets: Jordan (0.5 per cent - 0.65 per cent); 
Mexico 1 J.O per cent- 1. 7 per cent); Kuala Lumpur (0.3 
per cent); Muscat (0.5 per cent - 0.75 per cent). Philip- 
pines ( 1 .5 per cent ): Portugal (0.5 per cent - one per cent); 
Singapore lone per cent or less); Vienna (1.25 per cent); 
Brazil (0,5 per cent - one per cent); Taiwan (J.4 per cent 
or less); Helsinki (one per cent); Athens (0.5 per cent - 
one per cent); Kenya (1.15 per cent or less); Korea (0.4 
per cent or less) South Africa (1.2 per cent or less); Swe- 
den (0.3 per cent - 0.65 per cent): Thailand (0.5 per cent) 
and Tunisia (0.1 per cent - 0.5 per cent). (Jordan Times). 

Jordan imports from U.S. rise 

** ACCORDING TO a U.S. Embassy official, the Unit- 
ed States exports to Jordan amounted to about $323 mil- 
lion last year compared to $309 million in 1995. Quoting 
statistics" from the U.S. Commerce Department, he said 
that Jordan-exports to the U.S. amounted to $24.5 million 
in 1996, down from $28.7 million worth of products 
exported in 1 995. 

Jordan’s main imports from the U.S. were cars, wheat, 
equipment and machinery, medical equipment and medi- 
cines. cooking oil, clothes, tobacco, chemical products, 
furniture, aluminium, sugar and paper among a wide 
variety of good. 

Meanwhile, the commercial services section at the U.S. 
embassy will organise a Computer exhibition from March 
1*2- 14/ >997 at "the Jordan InterContinental Horel. The 
Fifth American Products Exhibition will be held in June. 

Shair meets chief of Egypt’s 
Capital Market Commission 

** Wahib Shair, Director General of Lhe Amman Finan- 
cial Market (AFM) Tuesday met Abdul Hameed Ibrahim, 
the Chairman of Capital Market Commission in Egypt. 
Mr. Ibrahim, who is currently on a short visit to Jordan, 
discussed with Mr. Shair ways and means of enhancing 
cooperation between the two countries especially in 
fields related to the capital market and stock exchanges. 
The discussion took place within the framework of a pol- 
icy aiming at strengthening the ties and establishing 
mutual coordination among Arab stock markets and 
improving investment climate within the Arab World. 


THE BETTER HALF, By Glasbergen 



“And then Cupid comes down the 
imney and puts lots of jewelry under 
3 Valentine tree. It’s a new tradition. 


that scrambled word GAMI 

by Henri Arnold and MJk* Amirio. 
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plummetted to around 51 
per cent in 1995, the state- 
run Emirates Industrial 
Bank (EIB) said. 

The decline was coupled 
with an increase in the sales 
of the United States, Ger- 
many and South Korea, 
while France. Britain, Swe- 
den. Italy and other auro- 
makers almost maintained 
their share. 

“The prices of Japanese 
cars increased by nearly 20 
per cent and this has 
adversely affected then- 
share in the GCC market,” 
EIB said in a study. 

Its figures showed Japan’s 
car exports plunged to 

62.000 units in 1995 from 
1J 3,000 in 1991, while the 
total vehicle sales to the 
region also declined to 
around 120.000 from 

178.000 over the same peri- 
od. 

In contrast. U.S. car 
exports surged to 45,000 
from 31,000, boosting the 
country’s market share to 26 
per cent from 25 per cent 

South Korea’s share near- 


ly doubled ro nine per cent 
as it pressed ahead with an 
export blitz aimed at 
strengthening its share of the 
competitive market, which 
has long been dominated by 
Japan, the United States and 
Germany. 

South Korea is banking on 
the competitive price of its 
cars and its continuous 
improvements to meet dri- 
ving and climatic condi- 
tions. 

“This is a very important 
factor. South Korea is conti- 
nousiy working on improv- 
ing the standards of its cars 
to cope with the driving and 
natural conditions in this 
region,” said a South Kore- 
an car dealer in Abu Dhabi. 

"The price of its cars is 
also more than 15 per cent 
lower than the prices of 
Japanese and American cars. 
Such factors, coupled with 
the good quality of its cars, 
have helped South Korea 
push quickly into the mar- 
ket” 

But agents of Japanese 
cars in the United Arab Emi- 


rates (UAE) are not worried 
about their eroding share, 
saying it is set to recover. 
They cited the recent decline 
in the Japanese yen against 
the dollar. 

The dealers said the mar- 
ket share of the Japanese 
cars had sharply fluctuated 
over the past decade but 
added it remained the 
biggest. 

“Despire the recent 
decline, Japan still controls 
the GCC car market. This is 
because of the strong 
repudiation of Japanese cars 
here,” one car dealer said. 

“Another key factor is that 
Japanese car makers provide 
comprehensive support ser- 
vices for the customers after 
the purchase," he added. 

The dealers said they 
expected sales of Japanese 
cars to increase in 1997 fol- 
lowing the decline in the yen 
against the dollar. 

Japan has remained the 
top comemrcial partner of 
GCC states — Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE. 


Their two-way trade stood 
at around $33 billion in 
1995, lower than the S36 
billion exchange in 1994, 
when the yen was weak 
against the dollar. 

Saudi Arabia is the top 
Gulf car market for Japan. 
Germany and the United 
States, followed by the 
UAE, Kuwait and Qatar. 

Demand for cars in chose 
four Gulf countries is 
among the strongest in the 
world given their high per 
capita income and economic 
growth, according to car 
dealers. 

A breakdown by EIB 
showed Toyoto of Japan 
remained the top seller in 
the GCC, with exports of 
36,000 cars in ) 995. 

The U.S. General Motors 
sold 16,500 vehicles while 
around 10,000 cars were 
exported by the Japanese 
Nissan, 8,000 by Ford of the 
United States, and 7,000 by 
Japan's Honda. 
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356 

2.38 

2.37 

.01- 
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4.250 

THE HOUSING BK. 

12.6 

2.94 

2 
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4.75 

4.70 

.Oi- 

1.090 

.850 
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5.1 

8.14 

66 

82600 

70539 

.85 

.86 

.01+ 

4.180 
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18.9 

0.00 

5 

550 

2161 

3.91 

3.93 

.02+ 

3.800 

3.000 

JOR . IWV . FIN . BANK 

17.7 

0.00 

4 
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3.35 

3.28 
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11.5 

7.23 

4 

900 
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1.66 

- 
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9 

0.00 

24 
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1.24 

1.24 
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.820 

REAL ESTATE XNV. 

21.5 

3.84 

3 

850 

820 

.96 

.97 
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.970 

.580 

JORDAN XNTL.TRAD. 

30.8 

0.00 

1 

1000 

600 

.61 

.60 

.11' 
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1.450 

HID. EAST HOTELS * 

62.0 

0-00 

1 
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1.46 

1.44 

.02- 

1.220 

.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 

O-OQ 

5 
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74S4 

1.05 

1.05 
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9.0 
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7 
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9.6 
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2 
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- 

1.820 

1.140 

JOR . INDS . RESOURCES 

17.2 
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P 
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1 
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13 
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24554 

1.00 

1.01 
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2 
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Z 

0.00 

3 
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.74 
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- 

.700 
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P 

0.00 

1 
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- 
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E 

0.00 

1 
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1.020 
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E 

0.00 

2 
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1.02 
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- 
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INDS. ENG. 
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0.00 

2 
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E 
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2 
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Murad calls for joint 
projects between 
Jordan and India 

AMMAN (Petra) — Amman Chamber of Commerce Pres- 
ident Haidar Murad Wednesday said that Jordan and India 
could cooperate in launching joint projects in the field of 
clothes and textile industry noting that both countries have 
made concrete progress in this regard. 

In a meeting with an Indian delegation grouping mer- 
chants and industrialists who are currently in Amman for 
talks on bilateral cooperation in economic fields. Mr. 
Murad told the visiting delegation that Jordan has created a 
good climate for foreign investment and pointed out that 
the government has issued an investment promotion law 
for this purpose. He added that the law equalises between 
local and foreign investors. 

Mr. Murad urged the delegation to market Jordanian 
goods in India and to enhance cooperation with Jordanian 
companies. 

He also lauded the Indian know-how which Jordan can 
make use of in convertible, food and industrial fields. 

Indian ambassador to Jordan. Gajanan Wakarkar, talked 
about the investment climate in his country and highlight- 
ed the positive development which India has witnessed in 
the last two years and which encourages investments. 

Head of the delegation told Mr. Murad that the visit 
aimed at further boosting trade ties between the two 
countries. 

He said that India is a major importer of Jordanian phos- 
phates and other Jordanian products and seeks to increase 
trade volume with the Kingdom. 

Trade volume be ween the two countries amounted to 
$228 million in 1995 compared to $166 million for the last 
eleven months last year. 

Volume stays low 
in second Palestinian 
bourse session 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The embryonic Pales- 
tinian stock market ended its 
second week of trading in the 
West Bank city of Nablus on 
Tuesday but said no data 
would be released until vol- 
ume picked up in the bourse, 
now only open one day a 
week. 

“We will not be publishing 
daily market data during the 
introductory phase because 
volume is extremely limited. 
Demand and supply don’t 
exist, so for the first few weeks 
market data for turnover 
would be misleading” said 
Safwan AJ BatainehTgeneraJ 
manager of the Palestinian 
Securities Exchange. 

He said 23 companies were 
listed on the bourse launched 
last week and another 20 were 
in tiie process of joining. 

“At this preliminary period 
there isn't heavy trading, but 
what was surprising to some 
was that most of the orders 
were buy orders." he rold 
Reuters. 

‘This means that people 
have confidence in the compa- 
nies and in the stock market,” 
said Tines Qassis, general 
manager of the United Securi- 
ties Company, one of four bro- 
kerage finns based in Ramal- 
lah and Nablus registered to 
do business at the exchange. 

believe we have made a 
good start just one week after 
the exchange opened. This is a 
build-up area for bringing 
accounts and increasing the 
trading volume." Mr. Qassis 


told Reuters. 

Omar Mahmoud, head trad- 
er tor the Target Securities, 
said overall there was slight 
increase in the prices of 
around 1.000 shares in this 
week’s transactions. 

Trading is being conducted 
in the dinar or the dollar, 
depending on which currency 
the company was capitalised. 

Mr. Baiaineh said that dur- 
ing the introductory phase 
expected to last several weeks, 
the exchange would hold one 
weekly trading session. Regu- 
lar trading, with several ses- 
sions per week, would begin 
as trading volume builds up. 

Brokers opened more than 
200 accounts for Palestinian 
investors from across the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip since the 
market was launched, Mr. 
Baiaineh said. 

Brokerage firms said 
investors from Jordan and 
Israel had begun making 
inquiries about investing 
through the $2 million elec- 
tronic bourse. 

The market was set up to 
help attract long-term 
investment from expatriate 
Palestinians, foreign capital 
and provide an alternative to 
common forms of investments 
such as bank deposits and real 
estate. 

“But all the orders we have 
are from Palestinians from the 
Wesr Bank and Gaza Strip and 
one from Jordan. We haven't 
seen any accounts opened for 
Israelis," Mr. Baiaineh said. 
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STUDIO HR I G 

Professional quality Fn 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* : Freo enlargement 
20 x30 cm. - 

Stimelsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweffleh Tel: 823891 
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Q uality Serviced Suites 

• One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
I .Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
I tJU Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel '697.672 Fax 674551 


GSCWM HOTEL 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 

TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 
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Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax* 864231 


.For' Res. S129S7.-B141.18 
■Mecca st. Daoiid 'Center 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Courier named to U.S. Davis Cup 


Relaxed Bulls repeating record run 



team for quarter-finals 


NEWPORT BEACH, 
California, tR) — Former 
World Number One Jim 
Courier will play for the 
United States in the Davis 
Cup tennis quarter-finals 
against the Netherlands in 
April, U.S. Davis Cup cap- 
tain Tom Gullikson 
announced Tuesday. 

Gullikson did not name 
the rest of the four-man 
squad for the April 4-6 tie 
because of uncertainty 
over injuries to some of his 
potential recruits and an 
apparent reluctance to par- 
ticiapte by other top 
American players. 

“Courier’s performance 
in our opening-round win 
in Brazil was fantastic. I 
haven't seen him that 
focused since he was num- 
ber one in the world,” 
Gullikson said from the 
Palisades Tennis Club in 
Newport Beach, site of the 
quarter-final. 

“I am ecstatic to have 
him on the team,” added 
Gullikson of the 18th- 
ranked Courier. 

“As far as the remainder 
of the team, I'Ll have to 
wait and see who is avail- 


able and healthy.” 

Numerous reports have 
suggested that the top two 
Americans — World 
Number One Pete Sampras 
and third-ranked Michael 
Chang — were not inter- 
ested in playing Davis Cup 
in the early rounds. 

Unfortunately for 

Gullikson. injuries have 
cut into his deep reserve of 
American talent. 

Davis Cup stalwart Todd 
Martin is unavailable to 
play the Dutch team after 
undergoing arthroscopic 
surgery Tuesday on his 
right elbow. 

Andre Agassi has been 
struggling with an ankle 
injury, while Malivai 
Washington, always avail- 
able for Davis Cup when 
called upon, is nursing a 
knee injury he suffered 
during a singles win in the 
First-round against Brazil 
and re-aggravated last 
week in Memphis. 

A United States Tennis 
Association spokesman 
said the entire team was 
expected to be named 
Tuesday but the injury sit- 
uation had left Gullikson 



Jim Courier 


contemplating his options. 

According to ITF regula- 
tions. Gullikson must 


name the rest of his team 
no later than 10 days prior 
to the tie. 


No evidence goalkeeper 
Segers threw games — lawyer 


Vicenza 

make 

history 

BOLOGNA, Italy. (AFP) 
— Vicenza coach 
Francesco Guidolin was 
thanking his lucky stars on 
Wednesday, after nearly 
substituting the man who 
booked the club's place in 
their first ever Italian Cup 
final. 

Vicenza.'* Who -won the 
home leg of their semi- 
final against Bologna 1-0, 
snatched a late 1-1 draw 
here on Tuesday night 
when Giovanni 

Comacchini volleyed 
home against his old club 
for a 2 - 1 victory on aggre- 
gate. 

“I was going to substi- 
tute Giovanni, because he 
couldn't take it any 
longer,” admitted 

Guidolin afterwards. 

“He'd asked to be taken 
off because of cramp and I 
was going to replace him 
with Maurizio Rossi, so as 
to have a fresh pair of legs 
for extra time. 

“Sometimes, at the end 
of matches like this one, a 
bit of luck doesn’t do any 
harm.” 

Guidolin dedicated the 
victory to former Vicenza 
president Pieraldo Dalle 
Carbonate, currently 
under house arrest on 
fraud and bankruptcy 
charges over a family- 
owned textile business. 

Bologna coach Renzo 
Ulivieri. who side played 
the last 25 minutes with" 10 
men after Giuseppe 
Cardone was sent off, 
said: “It’s a shame, and 
very frustrating to have 
gone out. 

“Over the 180 minutes, 
we've a lot to be regretful 
for.” 

Vicenza, who knocked 
out champions AC Milan 
in the quarter-finals, now 
face the winner of 
Wednesday night's other 
semi-final between Napoli 
and Inter Milan, which 
finished as a 1-1 draw at 
San Siro. 

The final will be played 
over two legs in early 
June. 


WINCHESTER, England, 
< R) — Defence counsel for 
former Wimbledon goal- 
keeper Hans Segers said on 
Tuesday accusations that 
the soccer star had thrown 
matches in return for money 
were rubbish. 

“The prosecution cannot 
point to any match or any 
game which they say Segers 
threw. There is not one 
shred of positive evidence 
that Segers threw a match.” 
Desmond Da Silva told a 
court in the south-western 
city of Winchester. 

Segers and former 
Liverpool goalkeeper Bruce 
Grobbelaar are accused of 
taking money from ex- 
Wimbledon striker John 
Fashanu and Malaysian 
businessman Heng Suan 
Lim to throw games for an 
Asian betting syndicate. 

Lim admits he paid the 
two goalkeepers to forecast 
the results of matches but 
all four deny rigging games. 
The jury is expected to start 
considering its verdict next 
Monday. 

Da Silva accused the pros- 
ecution of misleading the 
jury by focussing on 19 
games Segers played in dur- 
ing the 1993/4 and 1994/5 


ROME. (AFP) — Lazio's 
interim coach Dino Zoff 
believes his team can still 
be cured of its sickly run 
of form, despite suffering 
their eighth defeat of the 
season last weekend. 

Lazio's woeful 2-0 
defeat to Parma left them 
12th in the Serie A table 
and with scant chance of 
winning a UEFA Cup slot 
next season. 

Bur Zoff, the club presi- 
dent who is standing in as 
coach since last month’s 
sacking of Zdenek Zeman, 
insisted: “We’ll come 

through all this. 

“When it comes down to 
it, there’s nothing in foot- 
ball that isn’t curable.” 

Zoff. one of Italy’s 
World Cup winning heroes 
in 19S2. has also been 
handicapped by injuries to 
first team regulars. 


seasons, most of which 
Wimbledon lost. 

“What the schedule did 
not show was that some 24 
matches in which he played 
were left out Not one of 
them was lost: 19 were won 
and five were drawn.” he 
said. 

The 1993/4 season was 
the most successful in 
Wimbledon’s history and 
the club finished sixth in the 
Premier Division. ' 

“It doesn't take a genius 
to work out that Wimbledon 
did so brilliantly because 
Segers was doing his part in 
saving goals, not throwing 
them, and by winning 
matches, not losing them,” 
said Da Silva. 

“Before the case began, 
the prosecution sent a tape 
of some of the matches to 
an expert The prosecution 
didn’t say the results of the 
analysis showed nothing 
was wrong... It is rubbish to 
suggest Segers threw any 
games at all.” 

The prosecution focussed 
on 104,000 pounds 
<$160,000) which Segers 
paid into a Swiss bank 
account over 13 months, 
suggesting the money was a 
reward for throwing games. 


“Lazio's situation was 
already critical a month 
ago.” he said. 

■“But on top of that, there 
are now physical problems 
for Pierluigi Casiraghi. 
Gioregio venturin and 
Paul Okon.” 

Zoff said he will not tin- 
ker with the team’s 4-4-2 
formation, which relies 
heavily on using the off- 
side trap, but made it clear 
he did nor have much time 
for Zeman's approach to 
the game. 

“I’ve not changed any- 
thing from my predeces- 
sor, we’ll continue to use 
the off-side whenever it's 
necessary,” he said. 

But he added: “For the 
past three years, Lazio 
have been playing a partic- 
ular kind of football, I’d 
say almost obsessively, 
and in the current situation 


Da Silva told the court 
that part of the money had 
come from Lim for fore- 
casting Dutch soccer 
matches and part was the 
proceeds of a tie-making 
company Segers had set up. 

Segers. worried about 
being banned from soccer 
because of his involvement 
in match-forecasting, lied to 
police about the money and 
said it had, come . from the 
proceeds of car thefts car- 
ried out when a teenager. 

“If you forgive me for 
saying so. you can see how 
extremely stupid he 
was....The truth is. it was a 
stupid story stupidly told 
that fooled no one,” Da 
Silva said. 

The prosecution also con- 
centrated on phone calls 
between the defendants and 
also calis made to Indonesia 
in the run-up to matches 
Segers and Grobbelaar are 
said to have rigged. 

Da Silva said the calls had 
been presented in a mislead- 
ing way because, on closer 
examination, the pattern of 
Segers' calls to the others 
was the same when 
Wimbledon won, lost or 
drew. 


there’s no way we can 
change things just like 
that. 

"There are 13 matches to 
go to the end of the cham- 
pionship and we’ve just 
got to work hard, that’s all 
we can do.” 

Zoff, widely expected to 
make way for Sampdoria's 
Swedish coach Sven 
Goran Eriksson next sea- 
son, also called for the 
backing of the Lazio fans. 

“In times like these, we 
need their support even 
more than usual,” he said. 

Lazio's next challenge is 
at the Olympic stadium on 
Saturday against 

Fiorentina, who like Inter 
Milan and Juventus are 
playing a day earlier than 
usual because of European 
Cup commitments the fol- 
lowing week. 


Doctor Zoff to save Lazio 


WASHINGTON. (AFP) — 
Michael Jordan and the 
Chicago Bulls are on pace 
to match their incredible 72- 
win season of a year ago. 
even without the same burn- 
ing desire to silence critics 
they felt before. 

Jordan set aside a difficult 
return from an 18-month 
retirement by dominating 
the National Basketball 
Association last season, 
leading all scorers in spark- 
ing the Bulls to their fourth 
tide in six years. 

“The team is more relaxed 
about it this year," Jordan 
said. 

“It's not quite the same 
pressure. Last year I had to 
push myself. I had some- 
thing to prove. It's a differ- 
ent motivation this time.” 

Last season the Bulls had 
to regain the lofty status 
they once had. This year 
they are playing to keep it. 

“I don’t thmk we felt 
invincible last year.” Jordan 
said. “We felt we had to go 
out and prove ourselves. 
Now we just have to go with 
the same routine every day. 
The challenges are going to 


get tougher ” 

Even so, Jordan refuses to 
call the winningest collec- 
tion of players over two 
NBA seasons the best dub 
of all time, citing Larry 
Bird's Boston Celtics and 
Magic Johnson’s Los 
Angeles Lakers of the 
]9S0s plus the Bulls’ lineup 
he led to titles in 1991. 1992 
and 1993. 

“I think <we) would have 
to be one of the best teams. 
1 am reluctant to say the best 
team ever," Jordan said. 
“Those ‘91, ‘92, ‘93 teams 
were great. And those 
Magic and Bird teams — 
look at all the great players 
they had. It would be a close 
race.” 

But the current Bulls 
make a strong case. 

Two months before the 
NBA playoffs open, the 
Bulls are an NBA-best49-6. 
They are an NBA-best 25-1 
at home, having won 19 in a 
row there. They have won 
15 of their past 16 games 
overall, including seven in a 
row. 

“We feel like we are going 
along, doing things like we 


have to even though games 
are getting tougher” 
Chicago coach Phil Jackson 
said. 

“We know we will have to 
step it up down the stretch. 
Games are getting a bit 
tighter. Teams in the confer- 
ence are playing us for the 
second and third times. We 
know it’s going to step up 
competitively.” 

Jordan leads the NBA 
with 30.6 points a game and 
also contributes 5.7 
rebounds, 4.2 assists and 1 .8 
steals a game — numbers 
befitting his 30 million-dol- 
lar salary and status as the 
league’s Most Valuable 
Player. 

But Chicago’s unsung 
hero is Scottie Pippen. who 
adds 19.6 points. 6.6 
rebounds aod 5.8 assists 
every night He struck for a 
season-high 47 points last 
week against Denver. 

“When you look at what 
he has done this season, he 
is consistently all-star cal- 
iber,” Jordan said. “He can 
get overlooked because of 
my play. But 1 couldn't do 
what I do without him. He is 


my MVP.” 

And then there is Dennis 
Rodman, the flamboyant 
forward who makes $9 mil- 
lion this season but missed 
11 games while suspended 
for kicking a photographer. 
He leads the league with J6 
rebounds a game. 

“We never panic or crack 
under pressure,” Rodman 
said. "We do our jobs. 
Thar's why we win.” 

Center Luc Longley from ' 
Australia missed 18 games 
with a separated left shoul- 
der but has contributed 7.9 
points and 5.2 rebounds a 
game. 

Longley’s work under- 
neath helps Rodman shine, 
especially in a league filled ^ 
with such gargantuan 
European centers as 
Romanian Gheorghe 

Mure sun. Dutchman RLk 
Smits and Lithuania's 
Arvydas Sabonis. 

“These Europeans out 
there, they play like they 
don’t do anything wrong.” 
Rodman said. "I know what 
they do and I don't care how- 
big they are. I am coming at 
them.” 



Doctor says Becker must rest for three weeks 


MILAN, Italy, ( R ) — Boris 
Becker, keeping his distance 
from the media, was told on 
Tuesday to rest his injured 
wrist for three weeks after 
pulling out of his third tennis 
tournament in as many 
w-eeks. 

Milan indoor tournament 
organisers said in a state- 
ment that doctor Fabrizio 
Fan had seen the former 
World Number One and 
three times Wimbledon 
champion in the city. 

“Boris Becker came to 
Milan to be inspected by the 
tournament doctor, accord- 
ing to ATP rules,” the state- 
ment said. “Doctor Fati, a 
specialist in orthopaedics, 
found a tendinitis of the 
righr wrist and advised three 
weeks of rest” 

The German pulled out of 
the $815,000 Milan tourna- 
ment on Sunday, after 
Friday's deadline for with- 
drawals, and was obliged to 
attend the medical in Milan 
under ATP rules which 
would otherwise bave left 
him open to a hefty fine. 

Officials said on Monday 
that Becker informed the 
tournament thar he had 
decided to withdraw because 


of a persistent problem with 
his right wrist. 

The German has said he 
has been told by doctors that 
the problem originated from 
a pinched nerve in his neck. 

Becker. 29 and currently 
ranked 12th in the world, 
last week pulled out of the 
European Community 
Championship in Antwerp, 
Belgium, because of tendini- 
tis. The week before that the 
wrist injury forced him out 
of the Dubai Open. 

The absence of Becker, 
who did not want to speak 
with journalists on Tuesday, 
added to a wave of with- 
drawals by injured leading 
players at the tournament. 

Apart from Becker, seven- 
pulled out before the fourna- 1 • 
ment started on Monday — 
Swedes Thomas Enqvist and 
Magnus Gustafsson, 

Russian Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov, Italian Renzo 
Furl an, Dutchman Jan 
Siemerink, German Hendrik 
Dreekmann and Czech 
Martin Damm. 

An ATP spokesman said 
Damm had an ankle problem 
while Enqvist and Siemerink 
had leg injuries. Gustafsson 
a shoulder problem. 



Boris Becker 

Kafelnikov a hand injury 
and Dreekmann a wrist 
problem. Furl an was iU. 
Wimbledon champion 


Richard Krajicek also left on 
Monday, beaten by Spanish 
wild card Seim Bruguera 4-6 
7-6 7-6. 





Fifth seed Stich goes out 
again in Milan 


Hodgson 

named 

Blackburn 

manager 

LONDON, (AFP) — 
Inter Milan coach Roy 
Hodgson will take over as 
manager of English 
Premier Division Club 
Blackburn Rovers next 
season. 

The club said 
Wednesday that Hogson 
would be appointed on a 
three-year contract when 
his contract with the 
Italian side expires in 
July. 

Tony Parfces will contin- 
ue as caretaker manager 
probably until the end of 
the season. 

Hodgson, 50 later this 
year, was named just five 
days after Sweden’s Sven 
Goran Eriksson opted out 
of a move to Blackburn 
by choosing to stay In 
Italian football. 


MILAN, (R) — Michael 
Srich continued his miser- 
able start to the year on 
Tuesday when he lost to 
fellow German David 
Prinosil and became the 
second seed knocked out 
of the $815,000 Milan 
Indoor Tennis 

Tournament. 

The fifth seed, a former 
world number two whose 
ranking of 32 is the lowest 
he has plunged to since 
February 1991. lost his 
opening match 5-7 6-4 6-2 
to the 59th-ranked player. 

It was the fourth time 
this year that the former 
Wimbledon champion has 

f one out in the first round, 
tich has progressed 
beyond it just once, reach- 
ing the second round at the 
Australian Open. . 

“My back is still hurting 
but what I really lack is 
self-confidence,’* said 
Stich, who followed 1996 
Wimbledon champion 
Richard Krajicek out of 
the toumamenL 
Second seed Krajicek 
was defeated by Spaniard 
Sergi Bruguera, a wild- 


card .entry, on Monday 
night. 

Stich said: “I served well 
up to halfway through the 
second set. I controlled the 
match but then I lost four 
out of five service points 
at the end. It’s unaccept- 
able.” 

He said he was working 
hard and felt he was get- 
ting back to form but 
needed time. His next 
tournaments are in 
Rotterdam and St 
Petersburg. 

Top sera and defending 
champion Goran 

Ivanisevic earlier made a 
winning, if not entirely 
convincing, start when he 
beat Russian qualifier 
Andrei Olhovsky 7-6 6-7 
6 - 2 . ' 

The Croat who last 
week withdrew from the 
European Community 
Championship with ten- 
dinitis in his left shoulder, 
served 22 aces in the 
match. 

The world number five 
faces Frenchman Cedric 
Pioline in the second 
round on Wednesday. 


Italian Marzio Martelli. a 
“lucky loser” from the 
qualifying tournament and 
ranked 159 in the world, 
defeated Marc Goellner 
and next faces another 
German, 1 9-year-old 
Nicolas Kiefer. 

“A year ago I was ranked 
719 in the world. I cannot 
say where I will get to. I 
want to play day by day,” 
said Martelli, who quit 
tennis for a year when he 
was 15 because he wanted 
to race in motocross 
instead. 

The Milan tournament 
has been left without 
many top players because 
of injuries and illness. 
Four seeds have pulled out 
~ - Swedes Thomaf* 

Enqvist and Magnus* 

Gustafsson, Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov and 
German Boris Becker. 

Becker, who has tendini- 
tis of the right wrist, 
appeared in Milan on 
Tuesday for a medical at 
the tournament. He was 
advised that he needed to 
take three weeks’ rest. 
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Dolph Lundgren, Gina Bellman] 
& Conrad Dunn in 


SILENT TRIGGER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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Y Y Y Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre > 




Brad Pitt, Julia Ormond, 
Anthony Hopkins 
& Aidan Quinn. Jin 

LEGENDS OF THE 
FALL 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD 




CONCORD "1" 
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Shows: 3:30, 6:00 
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UNTIL MARCH 1 FOR 
MAINTENANCE 
& REDECORATION 
WE WILL BE BACK WITH 


Aman.. Ya Ho 












# Hingis set to become youngest No. 1 


1 AMFORD. Connecticut. 

• j — Swiss teen sensation 
Ijitina Hingis, unbeaten so 
j in - 1997. is poised to 
•come the youngest tennis 
layer ever to be ranked 
limber. one in the world. 

. Unless injured women's 
umber one Steffi Graf is 
ble ia defend her title at the 
.ipton Championships next 
|wnth, Hingis will officially 
(ike. over the top ranking on 
jfarch 31. a WTA Tour 
hofceswoman confirmed on 
luesday. 

iGraf. is expected to be 
idelined for four weeks 
.hile nursing a knee injury, 
;hich means she will be 
nable to defend the rank- 
figs points she picked up in 
finning titles at Indian 
Veils and Lipion last year. 
With Graf out of those 
oumaments. Hingis will 
:dge past the German in the 
unkings at the conclusion of 
.he Lipion event, the WTA 
Tour said. 

Hingis, dubbed the "can't 
miss Swiss" during a mete- 
oric rise to prom i nance on 


BONN. iRl — World 
Number One Steffi Graf 
described 16-year-old 
Martina Hingis as a breath of 
fresh air and said she was not 
upset by the prospect of los- 
ing her top ranking to her. 

"1 didn't think Martina 
would become so good." 
Graf told the German month- 
ly magazine Sports Live in 
an interview released on 
Tuesday. "Martina exudes a 
freshness lhal can only be 
good for the tour." 
j*«j, Graf faces a four- week lay- 
: off with a knee injury and 
will be unable to defend two 
, titles in the United States. 

; This means Swiss Hingis. 

• whose win at last month's 
j Australian Open made her 
the youngest singles champi- 
on at a major championship 
since 15-year-old Lottie Dod 
won Wimbledon in ISS7.V. 


PEORIA. Arizona, lAFP) 
— Major- league baseball 
goes to Hawaii in Aon I 
when the San Diego Padres 
play die Si. Louis Cardinals 
j in three games in Honolulu. 

The teams, who will be 
meeting for the first time 
: since last year's National 
i League Division series, will 
j play 'a doubleheader on 
‘ April 19 followed by a sin- 
gle game on April 20. 


the women's tour, will be 
aged 16 years, six months 
and one day on March 31, 
easily eclipsing Monica 
Seles, who first became 
number one at rhe age of 17 
years, three months and 19 
Jays. 

John McEnroe holds the 
record for youngest number 
one on the men’s tour at 2i 
years. 15 days. 

Hingis earned what will 
likely be the first of many 
grand slam singles titles last 
month when she won the 
Australian Open, becoming 
the youngest singles winner 
of a major championship 
since Lottie Dod won 
Wimbledon at 15 in 1887. 

The Swiss prodigy has 
already scooped up four sin- 
gles titles this year while 
running her match record to 
IS-0. 

The second-ranked Hingis 
is scheduled to play next 
week at Indian Wells before 
moving on to the March 17- 
29 Lipton Championships. 

But her performance at 
Lipton will have no bearing 


will almost certainly take 
over the number one ranking 
which Graf has held for a 
record 373 weeks in succes- 
sion. 

But Graf, holder of 21 
grand slam tides, insisted she 
was not worried. 

“My sporting satisfaction 
has nothing to do with world 
rankings," she said. *Tra 
more than happy if the inter- 
est moves away from me for 
a biL especially after the 
strains of the last few months 
(when Graf* s father was on 
trial for tax evasion)." 

Graf, however, said she 
was disappointed by the fail- 
ure of other players to chal- 
lenge herself and Hingis 
more strongly. 

“There are some who could 
get a great deal more out of 
themselves," she said. 

^“Monica (Seles) could if she 


son major-league games in 
Mexico when it played the 
New York Mets in three 
games in August. 

" The Padres might make 
more history next season as 
they are reported to be 
thinking of opening the 
1 99S campaign in Japan. 

"We are proud major 
league baseball is coming to 
Hawaii for the first time. 
We trust the experience will 
be rewarding for the Padres. 
Cardinals and the fans in 


on her ability to overtake 
Graf, since Hingis lost her 
opening match at Key 
Biscayne last year and has 
just one rankings point to 
defend, the WTA spokes- 
woman said. 

Hingis's ascension would 
end a streak of 94 consecu- 
tive weeks at the top for 
Graf. Since first grabbing 
the top spot from Martina 
Navratilova in August of 
1987. the German superstar 
has held the number one 
ranking for a record total of 
373 weeks. 

Hingis, touted as a future 
number one since her junior 
days, turned professional 
October 14, 1994, but really 
came into her own last year. 

She won her first singles 
title in Filderstadt last 
October and added another 
title in Oakland. Hingis also 
reached three other finals in 
1996, including at presti- 
gious year-end champi- 
onships in New York, where 
she lost to Graf. 

Since then, Hingis has 
been unbeatable. 


wanted to. But I don’t think 
she really wants to any 
more.’' 

In the interview. Graf again 
affirmed her innocence in the 
tax evasion affair for which 
her father, who managed her 
multi-million dollar income, 
has been sentenced to three 
years and nine months in jail. 

Prosecutors have said they 
may still press charges 
against Graf herself, whose 
signature was on the tax 
returns. 

"When I heard that I was 
also supposed to be guilty in 
the tax affair, it really upset 
and affected me, " she said. 

"I knew what 1 had done 
and that I was free of any 
guilt, only I was unable to 
explain it to anyone and I 
would have liked to tell 
every single person: ‘I'm 
innocent’." 


Hawaii," said Padres presi- 
dent and chief executive 
officer Larry Lucchino. 

The Padres won the 
national league West title 
last season and lost in the 
division series to the NL 
central-winning Cardinals. 


Rockets 


HOUSTON, (R) — 

Hakeem Olajuwon had 25 
points and 13 rebounds as 
the Houston Rockets held 
off the Los Angeles Lakers 
100-96, but lost point 
guard Brent Price to injury 
again. 

Charles Barkley added 
26 points and 17 rebounds 
for the Rockets, who got 
their fourth win in five 
games. Houston avenged a 
double-overtime home Joss 
to Los Angeles earlier this 
season and has won five of 
the last seven meetings. 

Price tore an anterior cru- 
ciate ligament for the sec- 
ond time, in his career and 
is out for the season. Price, 
who tore his left acl in 
1994 while with the 
Washington Bullets, tore 
his right acl midway 
through the second quarter. 

"Obviously, it’s disap- 
pointing." said Price, who 
missed the first 27 games 
this season with an elbow 
injury and will undergo 
surgery in the next week. 
“This year just wasn’t 
meant to be for me." 

“A very big win for us 
was overshadowed by 
Brent’s injury," said 
Rockets coach Rudy 
Tomjanovich. “I’ve never 
seen a guy have such a 
streak of bad luck in one 
year.” 

Elden Campbell, coming 
off a career-high 40 points 
against New York on 
Sunday, had 19 and nine 
rebounds for the Lakers, 
who have lost four of their 
last five games and fell to 
2-4 since" centre Shaquille 
O’Neal suffered a knee 
injury. 

Los Angeles nearly 
erased a 20-point deficit. 
After a hook by Olajuwon 
gave the Rockets an 86-69 
Tead with 9:21 to go. 
Campbell and Byron Scott 
scored four points apiece 
in a 17-1 run that cut it to 
90-86 with 3:15 to go. But 
OlajuwoiT': ■ "scored 

Houston’s next six points 
to stave off the threat. 

In Utah, Karl Malone 
scored 10 of his 33 points 
in the fourth quarter and 
John Stockton’s two free 
throws with 3:10 to play 
snapped a tie as the Jazz 
won for the eighth time in 
nine games, T 1 0-99 over 
the New York Knicks. 

Jeff Homacek added 21 
points for Utah, which 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
HANNAH HIRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. I - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*A3 UAKQA54 0AJ&3 +Q 

Ihe bidding has proceeded 
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
Fan Pan 4 a 7 
What do you bid oow? 

Q. S - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold 

*2 CJ5 OA9SG4 *AKQ72 

SotnH lin §^T P *^^ra EAST 
1 * IV 1 * SB 

4* Fan 4* Pan 

What action do you take? 

Q. 3 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AQJ4 CA Q 9 08848 *66 

Partner opens the bidding with two 
no trump. What do yni tod now? 

Q, 4 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


*K9 OKS* OAK 10 8 4 +K J7 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with a weak two 

spades. What action do you take? 

Q. {• - Both vulnerable, aa South 
yon hold 

«KQ73£ PQS3S 08 +KQ10 

The biddi ng has p roceeded 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
I a Pan So Pan 
v 

What do ynn bid now? 

Q- 6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hnM- 

AKJ84 FKJ8S avoid +AK8 0 6 

The biddinghea proceeded 
BOOTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1 * Pan l a Pan 
1? Pan 2* Pan 

? 

What action do you take? 

Look f&r antmtrs on Monday. 


Graf says Hingis is breath of fresh air 


Padres pioneer Pacific baseball 


Last season San Diego 
■.played the firet regular-sea- 
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ADVERTISING & MARKETING 


| j Telefax: 606449 

j P.O. Box 962177, Amman - 11196, Jordan. ' 

1 \ - 1 

I TO LET = 

Aground floor apartment with a separate entrance (fur- 
nished or unfurnished) is available for rent. Area 300 
sq.m. The apartment part of a building of two floors only, 
consists of 3 bedrooms, maid's room, 4 bathrooms, sit- 
ting, living and dining rooms, well-equipped kitchen, 3 
verandas, telephone, garden and a garage. 

Location: Near Prince Abdullah Square (4th Circle) 
Al-Mutanabbi Str. No. 78. 

For more details please contact owner on 
j telephone 642895 between 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


ENGINEER WANTED 

An International Company is seeking to 
appoint an Engineer experienced in 
AutoCad and a CAD operator. English 
command is a must. Qualified candidates 
are invited to send their CVs detailing 
experience, certificates, along with 
references and contact address to: 

P.O. Box 962031, 

Amman - 111 96, Jordan. 


Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Co. Ltd. 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER NO. 6F/97 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 6F/97, for 
the supply of: 

1) Cortex detonating fuses (6,000,000) MTR. 



JOB OPPORTUNITY 


International Company is seeking to appoint a 
11 Engineer or Measurement Surveyor with ten 
irs experience in measurement of construction 
rks. Good command of English is a must 
aiified candidates are invited to send their CVs 
ailing experience, certificates, along with refer- 
:e and contact address to: 

P.O. Box 962031, Amman - 11196, Jordan 


2} Slurry / watergel explosives (700) MT. 

3) Emulsion or slurry /watergel explosives (500) MT. 
The tender documents are available at JPMC offices in 
Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 p.m. local time 
Saturday, 15th March, 1997. Application for documents 
should be accompanied by a non-refundable fee of JD 
150 for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours 
local time Tuesday, 25th March, 1997. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


beat Lakers but lose Brent Price 


Bobby Phills (L), of the Cleveland Cavaliers, takes a swipe at the ball as he defends 
Gary Payton of the Seattle Supersonics. during the first quarter at Gund Arena. 
Seattle beat Cleveland 72-66. 


closed the game with a 16- 
5 burst. The Jazz have won 
their last five home *ames 
over New York and split 
the two-game season 
series. 

Patrick Ewing scored 28 
points and John Starks 21 
for New York, which fell to 
2-2 on its six-game road 
trip. The Knicks rallied 
from an 18-point third- 
quarter deficit and held a 
lead late in the fourth quar- 
ter. 

In Dallas, rookie Erick 
Strickland, signed for the 
rest of the season earlier in 
the day, scored a season- 
high 17 points including 
the game-winning free 
throws with 3.9 seconds 
left as the Mavericks edged 
the Charlotte Hornets, 86- 
84. 

Strickland, a point guard 
from Nebraska who was 
waived earlier this season 
and signed a 10-day con- 
tract on February 15, was 
forced to start due to Derek 
Harper’s stomach virus. 
Harper scored nine points 
in 23 minutes off the 
bench. 

Michael Finley scored 18 
points and Shawn Bradley 
added 1 6 and 1 1 rebounds 
for the Mavericks. 

Glen Rice scored 29 
points for Charlotte, which 
saw its season-high five 
game winning streak 
snapped. 

In New Jersey. Sam 
Cassell hit a crucial three- 
pointer with 29 seconds 
left and the Nets held the 
Sacramento Kings score- 
less for the final 4:46 in a 
97-90 victory. 

Kendall Gill scored 28 
points and Cassell 23. The 
Nets have won two straight 
for just the second time 
this season. 

Mitch Richmond scored 
32 points, but only four in 
the fourth quarter, as the 
Kings dropped their sec- 
ond in a row. 

At Cleveland, Sam 
Perkins scored 14 points 
off the bench, including a 
clutch three-pointer with 
1 :46 to play, as the Seattle 
Supersonics won their sev- 
enth straight game. 72-66 
over the Cavaliers. 

Hersey Hawkins scored 
16 points for die 
Supersonics, who won 
despite single-digit efforts 
from All-Stars Gary 
Payton and Shawn Kemp. 


Payton, averaging 22.4 
points per game, was held 
to eight points. Kemp, 
averaging 20.4 points^,. was 
held to nine — his third 
straight game in single dig- 
its. 

In Denver, Damon 
Stoudamire scored nine of 
his career-high 35 points in 
overtime as" the Toronto 
Raptors beat the Nussets 
124-122. 

Stoudamire. averaging 
19 points over his last four 
games, scored 15 in the 
fourth quarter alone. 


including 11 straight 
Toronto points in a 2:46 
span. He scored the last six 
points of overtime, all on 
foul shots. 

The Raptors got just their 
sixth road win in 27 tries. 

Laphonso Ellis scored 32 
points, including eight of 
his team's 10 in overtime, 
as Denver lost iis fifth 
straight. The Nuggets had 
been" 3-0 all-time" against 
Toronto. 

At Washington. Juwan 
Howard had 28 points, 1 1 
rebounds and nine assists 


as the Bullets beat the 
Indiana Pacers 10S-S7. 

Howard was one assist 
shy of his first career 
triple-double, shooting 12- 
of-19 from the field. 

Washington snapped a 
three-game losing streak. 

In Los Angeles. Loy 
Vaught scored all 20 of his 
points in rhe first three 
quarters as the Clippers 
built a 15-point lead enter- 
ing the final period and 
withstood a late rally for a 
98-93 victory over the - 
Philadelphia 76ers. 



Duplex Furnished Apartment For Rent 

* First floor: Salon, dining room, sitting room, kitchen and 
maid's room. 

* Second floor: 4 bedrooms with living room and kitch- 
enette. 

Location: Shmeisani. behind Commodore Hotel. 

Please call Tel: 664128 Amman, Mr. Emil. 


INDEPENDENT VILLA 
IN JUBAIHA NEAR THE UNIVERSITY 
FOR RENT 


Please call Tel: 691928 or 079-39636 



... 
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Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen NoorAl Hussein 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
■ *: . - - . in cooperation with the Ministry of Culture 

' willhost 

TTie 1 4th Conference of the Arab Academy of Music (Arab League) 

, l .-■'•aiid the 2nd Arab Music Rostrum (International Music Council - UNESCO) 

The Royal Cultural Centre 
Amman, 3-5 March 1997 


On this occasion do not miss 


THE DEBUT OF JORDANIAN CONDUCTOR RIDA MURTADA 
performing Haydn's Symphony No. 102 and Beethoven's Symphony No. 2 with 
THE ORCHESTRA OF THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 
Monday, 3 March 1 997 - 8:00 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 
JD7 






IN JORDAN FOR THE FIRSTTIME 
ARAB MUSIC ENSEMBLE of EGYPT 

Salah Ghobashi, conductor 
Tuesday 4 and Wednesday 5 March 1997 - 8:00 p.m. 
Al Hussein Sports City - Palace of Culture 
JD 7,5 and 3 




the- MUSIC EXHIBITION organized by the National Music Conservatory at the 
Cuitiihai Centre from 3-5 March 1997 (instruments, CDs, cassettes and publications). 





Tickets available at 

- AtihRa Abela Superstore, tel. 68848 1 

- ARssar Rowers, tel. 5527695 

- Artisana, tel. 647858 

- Babiche.tel. 661322 

- Caffe Moka. tel. 856285 

- Music Box, tel. 8 1 5745 


- Philadelphia Book Gallery, tel. 60586 1 

- Radisson SAS Hold Amman, teL 607 1 00 

- Romero Restaurant, tel. 644227 
■ Safeway, tel. 6853 1 1 

- The Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 669026 

-The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 


In cooperation with 


Radisson JE*T 


RDYAIJORDANIAN v&SAOi&P) 


F 5- 




■fcl *lg 31 JJ AH <7-3—13 
MIDDLE EAST HOTEL 
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AOHR's 1996 report 
renews rights charges 
against government 


By Maria Bizri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Arab Organisation for 
Human Rights (AOHR) on Wednesday 
accused the government again of registering 
the worst record of human rights since the 
democratisation process began in 1989. 

In a press conference held at the organisa- 
tion's headquarters, the AOHR secretary gen- 
eral and other board members presented the 
group's 1 996 annual report. 

According to the report prepared by the 
Jordan chapter of the Cairo-based organisa- 
tion. the beginning of 1996 "witnessed the 
formation of a new government that 
promised to respect human rights. Instead 
there has been a deterioration in the state of 
human rights in the Kingdom bringing back 
the situation reminiscent of the days of mar- 
tial law." 

The group levelled similar charges against 
the government late last year, and senior 
government officials rejected the allegations. 
No government official was available for 
immediate comment on the renewed 
charges. 

AOHR Secretary General Hani Dahle read 
the annual report and asserted that the 
alleged violations had been made mainly in 
the areas of freedom of expression, misuse 
or abuse of legislation and arbitrary arrests as 
well as the physical and mental torture of 
detainees. 

The AOHR report divided the alleged vio- 
lations into 10 sections: constituuonal and 
legal, the right to life, the right to justice, 
supremacy of law and personal security, the 
treatment of prisoners and detainees, the 
right to form societies, the right to peaceful 
assembly, freedom of speech and expression, 
the right to free movement and residency, the 
right to participate in public affairs and the 
right to work. 

The report provided a list of alleged viola- 
tions under each section as well as examples 
of effected persons. The report accused the 
government of "having failed to establish a 
constitutional court that penalises constitu- 
tional violations thereby creating a loophole 
for itself in the judicial system." 

The report denounced the extension of 
powers of the State Security Court by Parlia- 
ment. on the grounds that the court "is unde- 
mocratic and a remnanr of the country’s mar- 


tial law past." The report rejected the one- 
person, one-vote law stating that "it provides 
the government the means to manipulate the 
electoral system and hence fails to fulfill the 
rights of citizens." 

Another violation of which the authorities 
were accused was the misuse or incorrect 
application of legislation "with the aim of 
violating the right of some citizens or intim- 
idating them." 

The report said that "the law most abused 
by the authorities is the penal code, specifi- 
cally Article 195." 

"This article was originally created to pre- 
vent slander of His Majesty’ the King, but is 
used to detain citizens under false charges of 
slander." 

AOHR board member Fakhri Balbisi told 
reporters that seven people were still 
detained under Article 195. 

According to the report, "the country has 
seen a sharp decline in the tolerance of the 
government towards the opposition, as is evi- 
dent in the number of arbitrary arrests 
made." 

"The bread riots led the government to take 
military measures. ..using massive force 
against civilians.. .security and military 
forces detained and questioned a large num- 
ber of civilians without directing any charges 
against most of them or failed to prove the 
charges directed at others." the report stated. 

The report also said that the Kingdom had 
seen a relative relaxation of restrictive poli- 
cies regulating freedom of expression. 
However, the report added, the relaxation 
was not accompanied by a change in legisla- 
tion limiting these freedoms. 

"This was reflected in the restrictions 
imposed on duly newspapers to practice 
self-censorship and an increase of infiltration 
of public security presence in those dailies." 
Mr. Dahle told reporters. 

"The government has also used the Press 
and Publications Law to control weeklies 
and opposition papers." said the report. 

"The result has been the arrest and deten- 
tion of many editors and journalists most of 
whom have been acquitted. Many journal- 
ists have also been prohibited from writing. 
As a result the number of cases in court 
against the press has risen sharply and needs 
to be dealt with immediately." 

According to the AOHR. 20 to 25 journal- 
ists were referred to court during last year. 


Israelis shell S. Lebanon 


Israel given 



'ONE MINUTE'S DARKNESS FOR ILLUMINATION': Turkish children hold light- 
ed candles in Ankara Tuesday night to join the demonstrations dubbed "One 
minute's darkness for illumination" throughout the country. Many Turks switch off 
lights, sound horns or take to the streets with lighted candles each night at nine, 
chanting anti-government slogans to protest against a security scandal (Reuters 
photo) 


3 leftist parties announce merger; 
8 centrist groups continue efforts 


Jordan 
did not 
extradite 
any of its 
citizens 
to U.S. — 
ministers 



TYRE. Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Lebanese police said an Israeli 
shell [hat exploded outside a 
home in Israeli-occupied South 
Lebanon Wednesday burst the 
eardrums of a 45-year-old 
woman. 

Another four shells struck the 
same village. Barasheet. with 
one hitting the wall around a 
scliool. hut the 250 pupils had 
been evacuated, police said. 

About 20 more shells, also 
fired from the west of the zone 
fell on the hills surrounding 
Barasheet. a town of 2J500 
Christians and Muslims. 

Yvonne Yuacoub. who suf- 
fered burst eardrums and a ner- 
vous reaction, was taken to the 
government hospital at Tebnin, 
to the easL Her sister NihaJ. 20. 
and cousin Marwan. 17, were 
also being treated at the hospi- 
tal for hysteria, the police said 

Earlier, Israeli troops and 
allied militiamen killed a guer- 
rilla as he tried to infiltrate an 
Israeli -occupied enclave in 
Southern Lebanon, the militia 
said Wednesday. 

Three guerrillas tried to enter 
Beit Yahoun to plant roadside 
bomhs early Wednesday, the 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia said. 


Israeli and militiamen fired 
tank and artillery shells at the 
guerrillas, killing at least one. 
said militia officials, who spoke 
on customary condition of 
anonymity. 

The two other guerrillas may 
have been killed when the 
bombs they were trying to plant 
detonated, they said. 

HizboJah refused to com- 
ment on the clash. Lebanese 
security officials, also speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
they knew of only one guerrilla 
wounded. 

Hizbollah guerrillas raked the 
militia outpost in Beit Yahoun 
with rocket and machine-gun 
fire, but no casualties were 
reported. 

On Febi 18. a 33-year-old 
woman was killed and two 
other civilians were wounded 
during Israeli shelling at 
Habush. north of the zone. 

Two days later, a 23-year-old 
shepherd was killed while han- 
dling an Israeli bomb camou- 
flaged as a rack at a crossroads. 

The international committee 
monitoring the April 26 cease- 
fire in South Lebanon between 
Israel and Hizbollah con- 
demned the Israeli shelling at 
Habush. 


3 months to 
find asylum 
for 6 Iraqis 

TEL AVIV (AP) — 
Israel’s supreme court 
refused Wednesday to 
release six Iraqi defectors 
held in Israeli jails and 
gave the state three 
months to find the prison- 
ers asylum, Israel Radio 
said. 

The court said that the 
release of the defectors 
would be a security risk, 
the radio said. 

The Iraqis sneaked into 
Israel from Jordan alone 
or in couples since the 
Gulf war. 

They are serving sen- 
tences for illegal entry and 
have been issued deporta- 
tion orders. 

However, no country 
has been found to grant 
them asylum. 

Reports said another 
Iraqi was arrested this 
week after entering Israel 
through Jordan. 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special ip the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Three leftist 
political parties on 
Wednesday announced 

their merger as Jordanian 
Nationalist Democratic 

Front, as the leaders of 
eight centrist groups held a 
meeting aimed at achieving 
a similar objective. 

The Jordanian Arab 
Baath Socialist Party led by 
Khalil Haddadin, the pan- 
Arab National Action Party 
(Haq) headed by 
Mohammad Zobi and the 
newly-established Arab 
Land Party headed by 
Mohammed Ouran annou- 
nced the merger in a press 
release. 

Simultaneously, the lead- 
ers of eight centrist nation- 
alist parties were meeting 
at the headquarters of A1 
Watan party, headed by 
Hakam Kheir, late into the 
night. 

Party sources confirmed 
that the meeting was held, 
but would not disclose its 
contents and the number of 
participants. 

Anis Muasher of AJ Waed 
(Promise), Minister of 
Housing and Public Works 
Abdul Hadi Majali of A1 
Ahd (Pledge). former 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdul Ra'ouf Rawabdeh of 
A1 Yakaiha (Reawakening), 
Mijhem Khreisha of the 
Jordanian National 

Alliance and Ali Sa’ad of 
Progress and Justice have 


been negotiating over the 
past several week for the 
finalisation of a common 
political programme. 

With less than nine 
months before the next 
general elections; many of 
Jordan’s 26 officially regis- 
tered political parties are 
trying to work out a com- 
mon platform to field can- 
didates in unified lists, 
increasing their chances of 
gaining votes and parlia- 
mentary seats. 

The merger of three left- 
ist parties announced 
Wednesday is expected to 
strengthen the leftists’ per- 
formance in the coming 
elections, observers and 
analysts say. 

The Jordanian Nationalist 
Democratic Front’s politi- 
cal platform presents a very 
strong pan-Arab and socia- 
list character. 

Combining democracy 
and Arab unity as the key 
points of its political pro- 
gramme. the front aims at 
achieving “the full unifica- 
tion of Arab energies and 
capabilities to attain 
democracy as a safe tool to 
improve the Arab Nation’s 
political, social and eco- 
nomic conditions.” the 
press release by the front 
said. 

Strongly accusing the 
U.S. international policy of 
“depriving the Arab Nation 
of its economic indepen- 
dence, destroying it from 
within and exploiting all 
Arab resources.” the front 


also called for the termina- 
tion of Jordan’s “short-term 
economic plans, which are 
dictated from the outside 
and are threatening the 
national economy.” 

‘‘Jordan lacks a proper 
strategic plan independent 
from the Western bloc, and 
cannot therefore face its 
regional enemy,” the state- 
ment said. 

At the international level, 
the statement said the front 
seeks the termination of 
Arab-Israeli peace treaties 
“degrading for the Arab 
Nation and signalling a 
capitulation to die Zionist 
enemy.” 

On the domestic scene, 
the front's political pro- 
gramme puts great empha- 
sis on public freedoms, 
mainly freedom of associa- 
tion and expression, as pil- 
lars of democracy. 

“The Democratic Front 
will fight to ensure the cre- 
ation of a nation free to 
establish political and cul- 
tural associations to 
express the people’s aspira- 
tions” the press release 
stated. 

The from strongly reject- 
ed the current one-person, 
one- vote system and called 
for “the introduction of a 
more democratic election 
law” However, the state- 
ment would not specify 
□either the amendments to 
the current electoral law 
the front proposes nor the 
kind of new system it 
envisages. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
government on Wednesday 
denied that it has extradited 
any Jordanian citizen to the 
U.S. or any other country 
and stressed that decisions 
by the judicial authorities 
are duly respected. 

The government’s views 
were expressed by Minister 
of State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs His ham Tal and 
Minister of Justice Abdul 
Karim Dughmi during a 
regular Parliament session 
and in reply to queries by 
Deputy Hamzeh Mansour. 

"The government respects 
and abides by Jordanian 
court decisions and the 
question of extraditing 
Jor da ni ans is still examined 
by the judicial authorities." 
said Mr. Tal, who categor- 
ically denied that the gov- 
ernment has ever extradited 
any Jordanian citizen. 

Deputy Mansour had 
commended the Court of 
Cassation for its verdict 
against extraditing Bassara 
Qassem, a naturalised Am- 
erican citizen of Jordanian 
origin, in connection with 
an arson attack in Chicago 
in 1990. 

Mr. Mansour said that any 
extradition of Jordanian cit- 
izens to the U.S. was uncon- 
stitutional because Parlia- 
ment has not endorsed an 
extradition treaty between 
the two countries 
"I would like to ask who 
is responsible for extradit- 
ing Jordanian cjtizeps to 
other countries and who is 
responsible for violating the 
Jordanian Constitution and 
laws?" said Mr. Mansour. 

' He . demanded that the 
House put an end to any 
violations and to hold offi- 
cials to account for commit- 
ting them. 

The Court of Cassation 
said in its ruling that the 
extradition treaty was not 
valid because it was not 
approved by Parliament. 

Jordan and the U.S. 
signed an extradition meaty 
in -1995, but Parliament has 
to ratify the to document 
before it could talke effect 
The justice minister 
echoed Mr. Tal’s views in 
the House and assured Mr. 
Mansour that Jordan has 
never handed over any 
Jordanian citizen to an Arab 
or foreign country. 

He said as to the case of 
Iyad Nijem, a Jordanian 
wanted in the United States, 
had willingly surrendered 
himself but was not extra- 
dited by the Jordanian 
authorities. 

Deputy Mansour referred 
to a visit to Jordan recently 
by the head of the U.S. 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigations (FBI) and 
said that be wanted to 
receive a government’s clar- 
ification about the nature of 
the visit and also the gov- 
ernment’s views concerning 
media reports that Jordan 
$pd Israel were studying the 
prospos of concluding a 
defence pact 
In reply Dr. Ensour said 
the . . report was totally 
groundless. 

"The government cannot 
contemplate such treaty as 
loag as die Palestinian prob- 
lem and the Jerusalem and 
the refugees issues remain 
outstanding and as long as 
no durable peace has been 
established," said Dr. 
Ensour. 

Information . Minister 
Marwan Muasher told the 
press on Monday that 
Jordan and Israel wen- 
cooperating in > .Tirity mat- 
ters under a sp fic agree- 
ment already igned as 
called for in tie October 
1994 peace treaiy between 
the two countries. 

Beyond that Ji rdan was 
not .contemplai . g any 
defence agreement as 
reported, the information 
minister also said. 


US. congressmen crit- 
icises ‘Schindler’s 
List 9 airing 

Washington mi — a 

republican member of con- 
gress criticised NBC televi- 
sion for showing die holo- 
caust movie “Schindler’s 
List” saying its airing during 
family rime should outrage 
parents. Representative Tom 
Cobum of Oklahoma was 
quoted in a release put out by 
his Oklahoma office as say- 
ing the airing on Sunday of 
die highly acclaimed film 
took network television "to g 
an all-time low, with full*' 
frontal nudity, violence and 
profanity being shown in our 
homes.” His criticism 
brought a response from 
Senator Alfonse D’Aamto. a 
New York Republican, who 
told the senate Cobum's 
staiemeDt was “shocking." 
‘To equate the nudity of the 
holocaust victims in the con- 
centration camp with any 
sexual connotations is outra- 
geous and offensive." 

Car too small to carry’ 
suspected 
burglars’ loot 

SIOUX FALLS. South 
Dakota (R) — Two suspect- 
ed burglars were nabbed 
when police spotted a safe 
sticking out of the back of 
their loaded getaway car. 
authorities said. Richard and 
Raymond Lingle of Sioux 
Falls were stopped by police 
Saturday night and were later . 
charged in connection witrff* 
the burglary of a local busi- 
ness earlier that everting. The 
haul included the safe, darts, 
pool cues and other games 
equipment. 

Woman gets dead 
lover’s frozen sperm 

LOS ANGELES (R) — A 
woman has been given cus- 
tody of 12 vials of frozen 
sperm left to her in a will by 
her lover who -committed 
suicide more than five years 
ago, a newspaper reported. 
Deborah Hecht was willed 
the sperm by Bill Kane, a 
Los Angeles businessman, so 
that she could bear his chil- 
dren after his death, the Los 
Angeles Times reported The 
12 vials of sperm, which had 
been stored in a cryogenics 
bank since Kane deposited 
them there in 1991. were the 
subject of a bitter custody 
battle between Hecht and 
Kane's grown children. 

Smelly trash might 
have forced airport to 
dose 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
Rotten fruit might have led to 
the temporary closure of 
Washington's national air- 
port, not a gas leak as first 
suspected, officials said 
Officials ordered the main 
terminal and control tower 
evacuated on Sunday night 
after foul odoms wafted 
through the terminal causing 
air traffic controllers and 
ticket agents to suspect a gas 
leak. Airlines had to cancel 
26 flights and divert 24 wh- 
ere to nearby airports. But in 
all-night testing, baffled 
Washington Gas Co. techni- 
cians could find no leaks 
the gas pipes. Airport offi- 
cials said they have now 
focused on a trash bin loaded 
with rotting fruit and leftover 
food as the possible culprir. 

Cask of tequila 
is key due In drug 
scandal 

MEXICO CITY (R) — The 
case against Mexico's fallen 
drug tsar and his alleged traf- 
ficker associate hinges in part 
on a barrel of tequila. 
Mexican authorities say. 
Mexico’s attorney general's 
office (PGR) disclosed key 
evidence on Monday in its 
case against Jesus Gutierrez 
Rebollo, the counuy’s. [ 0 n 
anti-drug official until he was 
arrested last week on charatC 
of working for Amado 
Carrillo Fuentes, head of the • 
powerful Juarez drun cartel. ■ 


Saddam vows to overcome Iraq's misfortune, resist U.S. 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein vowed 
to fight the United States which he 
denounced as the “most abom- 
inable dictatorship known to 
humanity." the official press said 
Wednesday. 

“Iraqis are determined to over- 
come this misfortune (embargo) 
and resist the forces of evil headed 
by America, the most abominable 
dictatorship known to humanity” 
President Saddam was quoted as 
telling delegates from an interna- 
tional court. 

He met Tuesday with former 
Algerian President Ahmad Ben 
Bella, who heads the delegation 
from the court set up in Madrid in 
November 1991 to “tty” officials 
for the consequences of the embar- 
go imposed by the United Nations. 

Saddam accused the United 
States of seeking to “impose its dic- 
tatorship on the whole world.” and 
said "Iraqis have a duty to defend 
not only their national sovereignty 
but also great human principles.” 

Mr. Ben Bella said the court IC 
tasked with trying the U.N. Security 


Council, the United States and the 
United Nations for “crimes com- 
mitted against Iraq and humanity.” 

The court is made up of lawyers, 
political leaders, union figures and 
intellectuals from a dozen coun- 
tries, who got together under the 
initiative of the leftist Spanish coali- 
tion Izquierda Unida (IU). 

The body was formed by the 
Spanish association “Campaign for 
Lifting the sanctions on Iraq,” 
which includes III the “Club of the 
Friends of UNESCO in Madrid” 
and the “Committee for Solidarity 
with the Arab Cause." 

The court blamed the United 
Nations, especially its main mem- 
ber country the United States, for 
the death of 1.5 million people — 
including 750,000 children under 
five years old — under the U.N. 
sanctions. 

Ekeus welcomes agreement 

In Ankara U.N. arms envoy Rolf 
Ekeus on Wednesday welcomed 
Iraq's consent for the United 
Nations to have wrecked compo- 


nents of Baghdad's banned missiles 
analysed abroad. 

“One of the difficult issues which 
had been plaguing U.S. in the last 
months... has been solved," Mr. 
Ekeus told reporters at a briefing in 
Ankara, where he was holding talks 
with Turkish officials. 

Mr. Ekeus. chairman of the U.N. 
Special Commission on Iraq 
I'UNSCOM). announced at the 
weekend in Baghdad that Iraq had 
agreed to the removal of missile 
engine remnants from the country 
for technical analysis by the com- 
mission. 

Mr. Ekeus has said U.N. experts 
started packing the engine parts to 
fly them to the United States 
through Bahrain. 

Hie United Nations wants to 
establish if the parts are from miss- 
ing Soviet-made engines as Iraq 
says, or are local equipment buried 
to divert attention from hidden mis- 
sile engines. 

The components were unearthed 
during excavations last year. Iraq 
destroyed the missiles without UJM. 
consent in 1 992 and Mr. Ekeus said 


unilateral scrapping of banned 
items by Iraq was complicating the 
work of his commission. 

In Ankara he said . . . “half of the 
job (of the commission) is done,” 
but added more work was needed 
on remaining weapons’ issues. 

Chemical and biological weapons 
would represent a serious security 
threai in the region if Iraq were 
allowed to retain them, he said. 

His visit to Ankara had the dual 
purpose of addressing the military 
concerns brought up by Turkey's 
position as a neighbour of Iraq and 
Ankara's disquiet about the eco- 
nomic impact of the U.N. embargo, 
he said. 

“I think there is a major concern 
in Turkey about the economic con- 
sequences on Turkey of the embar- 
go,” he said. 

Turkish officials say the sanctions 
have cost Turkey $27 billion in 
terms of lost trade. 

The sanctions imposed after the 
Gulf war in 1991 require Baghdad 
to dispose of all weapons of mass 
destruction before the embargo on 
Iraqi oil exports can be completely 


lifted. 

The U.N. Security Council will 
hold a bi-monthly review -of the 
sanctions against Iraq on March 3. 

Sahhaf in New York 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad A1 Sahhaf has arrived 
in New York ahead of the UK 
Security Council meeting next 
week expected to renew Iraqi sanc- 
tions for a further two months. 

U.N. officials said Wednesday 
that the minister would meet Mr. 
Rolf Ekeus. who returns to New 
York on Friday. 

Mr. Sahaf, who arrived in New 
York late Tuesday, was also due to 
meet U.N. humanitarian affairs 
chief Yasushi Akashi. whose depart- 
ment is supervising an oil-for-food 
deal aimed at alleviating the suffer- 
ing of the sanctions-hit Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

The Security Council is to discuss 
the sanctions issue on Monday at 
its regular two-monthly review. 


